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Year 12 Spanish Taster Lesson
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Modern Foreign Languages
A-LEVEL FRENCH, GERMAN, SPANISH



A LEVEL LANGUAGES?
Why study
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Why study A Level Languages?

• 100% pass rate in all three languages since 2020
• 2025 results: 100% A*-B

• Students studying at leading universities:
– University of Warwick
– University of Nottingham
– University of Bristol
– Universidad Europea de Madrid



ABOUT A LEVEL LANGUAGES?
What do I need to know
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Course Entry Requirements

• Minimum GCSE 

grade 5 at Higher Tier

• Basic understanding 

of multiple tenses and 

grammar points
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A Level Languages Timetable

X8 hours per fortnight with 
subject specialist teacher

X1 hour per fortnight in a 1:1 
conversational language lesson 

with our Foreign Language 
Assistants



YEAR 12 AND YEAR 13?
What will I study in
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What will I study in Year 12?

• Modern and traditional values
• Cyberspace
• Equal rights
• Influence of idols
• Regional identity
• Cultural heritage
• Immigration 
• Racism

• Film
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What will I study in Year 13?

• Integration
• The youth of today
• Monarchies and dictatorships
• Popular movements

• Book
• IRP



INDEPENDENT RESEARCH PROJECT?
What exactly is the
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Independent Research Project

• Students choose a subject of interest
• Must relate to country where target language is spoken
• Students research using a range of sources
• Students present their findings (2-minute presentation)
• Students discuss their IRP in more detail (10-minute conversation)
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Recent IRP Titles

“To what  extent  are the cit izens of Barcelona against  tourism in their city?”

“To what  extent  has Reggaeton music influenced the youth of Hispanic society?”

“To what  extent  has the Argent inian economic crisis affected its sustainability?”

“To what  extent  has Margarita Salas influenced future female generat ions in Spain?”

“To what  extent  was cannibalism ethical in the 1972 Andes plane crash?”

“How does Federico García Lorca present  Spain as a t ragic country for minorit ies 
within ‘el romancero gitano’ and other works?”

“To what  extent  have the lives of Hispanic women changed as a result  of the 
dictatorship of Francisco Franco?”
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What will I study?Social issues and trends:
Modern and traditional values
Cyberspace
Equal rights
Immigration
Racism
Integration

Political and artistic culture:
Modern Day Idols
Spanish regional identity
Cultural Heritage
Today's youth, tomorrow's citizens
Monarchies and dictatorships
Popular movements

Works
Como agua para chocolate: Esquivel 

Volver Pedro Almodóvar (2006)

Individual research project
Students choose and research a 
topic that interests them & which 
relates to a country or countries 
where the target language is 
spoken. 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/as-and-a-level/french-7652/subject-content/social-issues-and-trends
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/as-and-a-level/french-7652/subject-content/political-and-artistic-culture
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/as-and-a-level/french-7652/subject-content/works
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/as-and-a-level/french-7652/subject-content/individual-research-project


A LEVEL LANGUAGES?
How will I be assessed in
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How will I be assessed in A Level 
Languages?

PAPER 1
Listening, Reading & Translation
Includes translation from and into FR/GE/SP

50%

2 hours 30 minutes

PAPER 2
Writing
X2 Essays – Literature and Film

20%

2 hours

PAPER 3
Speaking
Stimulus card and discussion
Individual Research Project & discussion

30%

20 minutes
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Who’s on the team?

Miss Fletcher Mr Alonso Mr Cruz
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Can you translate the false friends

1. Embarazada: Means pregnant, not embarrassed 
(avergonzado).

2. Actualmente: Means currently/nowadays, not actually (de 
hecho/en realidad).

3. Librería: Means bookstore, not library (biblioteca).

4. Constipado: Means to have a cold, not constipated 
(estreñido).

5. Éxito: Means success, not exit (salida).

6. Carpeta: Means folder/portfolio, not carpet (alfombra)

7. Asistir: Means to attend, not to assist (ayudar).

8. Atender: Means to assist/take care of, not to attend 
(asistir).

9. Fábrica: Means factory, not fabric (tela).

10. Recordar: Means to remember, not to record (grabar).

11. Realizar: Means to make/carry out/perform, not to realize 
(darse cuenta).

12. Introducir: Means to insert, not to introduce a person 
(presentar).

13. Discusión: Means argument/debate, not discussion 
(charla/conversación). 

14. Soportar: Means to bear/tolerate, not to support (apoyar).

15. Pretender: Means to intend/aim, not to pretend (fingir).

16. Molestar: Means to annoy/bother, not to molest (abusar 
sexualmente).

17. Arena: Means sand, not arena as in a stadium (estadio).
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False Friends
Each sentence contains a misunderstanding caused by a false friend. Rewrite the 
English translation correctly.

1.Mi hermano asiste a un colegio en Madrid.
“My brother assists a school in Madrid.”
→ _______________________________________ 

2.Actualmente estudio química y biología.
“Actually I study chemistry and biology.”
→ _______________________________________

3. 
4.Mi amiga está embarazada.
“My friend is embarrassed.”
→ _______________________________________ 

5.Necesitamos realizar un proyecto sobre el medio ambiente.
“We need to realise a project about the environment.”
→ _______________________________________
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El patrimonio cultural

• 1. Sitios históricos y civilizaciones 
prehispánicas

• 2. Arte y arquitectura
• 3. El patrimonio musical y diversidad
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¿Qué es el patrimonio 
cultural?

El patrimonio cultural es la herencia 
cultural propia del pasado de un país o 
comunidad, mantenida hasta la 
actualidad y transmitida a las 
generaciones futuras.

El patrimonio de 
los países de 
habla hispana es 
muy rico y diverso. 
Veamos…
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España, un país rico en

…cultura
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Los países de habla hispana,
países son ricos en 

…cultura
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Los jóvenes bajo la influencia 
de los ídolos musicales

1. Descubrir la influencia que ejercen algunos 
ídolos musicales en el mundo hispánico

2. Usar el futuro próximo y el futuro simple
3. Resumir las estrategias más útiles para una 

audición eficaz

A Level exam practice
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Leer
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Leer
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Usa las cartas para hacer preguntas a un/a 
compañero/a y también comparte tus respuestas 

con la clase. 

¿Qué tipo de música 
escuchas en tu tiempo 

libre?

¿Qué tipos de música 
te gustan más y cuáles 

menos?

¿Quiénes son tus 
ídolos musicales y 

por qué?

¿Qué tipo de 
música escuchabas 

cuando eras más 
pequeño/a?

¿conoces algunos 
cantantes 

españoles/latinoamericanos?

¿piensas que la influencia 
de los cantantes más 
famosos es positiva o 

negativa?

Should include: más, menos
Could include: the superlative 

structure (the most, the lease, the 
best, worst etc.)

Should include: opinion and 
justification

Could include complex opinion + 
specific detail about where and 

when you listen to music

Should include: correct word 
order “mi (noun) preferido”

Could include: 3rd person 
conjugation to describe

Should include: the imperfect 
tense

Could include: comparison of 
past and present

Should include: present tense response 
and/or example

Could include: comparison with 
English equivalent

Should include: answer and brief 
justification

Could include: arguments from both 
sides and the passive voice
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Exam Practice
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Exam Practice

• 1 E (Enrique Iglesias)
• 2 R (Romeo Santos)
• 3 S (Shakira)
• 4 S (Shakira)
• 5 E (Enrique Iglesias)
• 6 M (Maná)
• 7 M (Maná)
• 8 S (Shakira)

https://www.youtube.com
/watch?v=QFs3PIZb3js 

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=NUsoVlDFqZg 

https://www.youtube.com
/watch?v=sPTn0QEhxds 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QFs3PIZb3js
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QFs3PIZb3js
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NUsoVlDFqZg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NUsoVlDFqZg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sPTn0QEhxds
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sPTn0QEhxds
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Escuchar
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Exam Practice
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4a – escuchar: el reggaetón

• 1 B 
• 2 C
• 3 C
• 4 A
• 5 A
• 6 C



A M B I T I O U S      C O L L A B O R A T I V E       H A P P Y       I N T E G R I T Y      E N D U R A N C E      V E R S A T I L I T Y      E X C E L L E N C E

Example homework

• Vocab learning/quizzes via Boost/Quizlet
• Authentic text summary/podcast summary
• Research and debate preparation
• Presentation/ group task
• Flipped learning tasks 
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Transition to A Level 
Bridging Coursework

Task 1: Film analysis  and summary

Watch the film ‘A cambio de nada’ online (available on Netflix) or find a film summary as an alternative. 
Write your own summary and analysis of the key messages and themes of the film in Spanish, following 
each heading within the linked transition document. Aim for 100-500 words.

Task 2: Independent Research Project (IRP)

Research an area of interest relating to the Spanish-speaking world. Find out about the 
origins/context/controversies of your topic and write a ‘to what extent’ question to form the basis of your 
research. Finally, prepare a bullet point list (one side of A4 minimum) on your chosen topic and include 
sources you have researched (these can be in English or Spanish).

Task 3: Comprehension and grammar

Watch the short video and answer the comprehension questions on the Coronavirus pandemic from 2020. 
Then complete the two A4 pages on essential grammar and tenses required for the transition from GCSE to 
A Level Spanish.
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Transition to A Level 
Bridging Coursework

Task 4: Articles  for each A Level unit – super curriculum reading

Find and read an article in English or Spanish related to each unit of study (units 1-12). Write a summary 
sentence about each article in Spanish to accompany your linked URL.

Task 5: Translation practice

Read the contextual paragraph and then translate the second paragraph into English on the topic of how family 
life in Spain has changed over the years.

Task 6: A Level folder organisation and resources

Purchase our Spanish textbook to bring to each lesson. Consider two revision guides to support your literature 
and film components of the course. 
Textbook

Como agua  para  chocolate

Volver

Organise a lever arch folder with dividers for each section of the A Level course (x12 units, film, literature, IRP).

https://www.amazon.co.uk/AQA-level-Spanish-Tony-Weston/dp/147185809X
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Modern-Languages-Study-Guides-level/dp/1471890104/ref=sr_1_1?crid=FW36QBKDVKEA&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.tee7kb-rtahm1XedPR1ixO_q1ZQlWju6l4tpRbWm3lk.GdhEmAnZqCqZtKsWf2AToQPLxsL0Kas_NdLS46yR2d0&dib_tag=se&keywords=como+agua+para+chocolate+revision+guide&qid=1777634905&sprefix=como+agua+para+chocolate+revision+gui%2Cspecialty-aps%2C323&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Modern-Languages-Study-Guides-level/dp/147189178X/ref=sr_1_1?crid=12QKEQ5EFMATC&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.BC_EMo7ZkFWD6d5Oo7qdh_EJLoTaezPbgWT9_k2iGeM.nVilP-sRFK3lvOBHsUh-X1mgue0eFjeNF_Ui6Oyvuzw&dib_tag=se&keywords=volver+revision+guide&qid=1777634952&sprefix=volver+revision+guide%2Caps%2C304&sr=8-1
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Examples of transition tasks
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