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	Department Information:
	
	ACHIEVE in the curriculum:

	The FPSS Department of English aims to nurture a love for the English language and literature. The emphasis of the curriculum is to refine skills such as critical thinking and appreciation, oracy and writing. The goal is not only to prepare students to be proficient readers and writers but also to develop them into responsible citizens who are proactive in the pursuit of their own learning. 
	
	The aim of the curriculum is to nurture and develop critical thinkers, able to express their views in an informed, analytical and academic manner. Each core value is reflected in the ethos and culture of the department where students are encouraged to uphold a high standard of learning for themselves and their peers reflecting ambition and excellence.

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Curriculum Aims & Intent:
	
	Resources:

	Over the course of the year, students will be introduced to Gothic conventions through reading a Gothic novel and studying unseen poetry as a whole class. They will also experience the contemporary play Noughts and Crosses and develop their ability to understand modern day language through various articles and the language of Shakespeare successfully. These aspects are designed to grow their skills for GCSE such as effective narrative and transactional writing, analysis and oracy (speaking & listening). 
	
	· Woman in Black (Novel)
· Noughts and Crosses (Play)
· Travel writing extracts
· Shakespeare extracts
· Unseen poems

	
	
	

	How we keep parents informed:
	
	How parents can help their child:

	Year 9 - Progress reports are published 4 times per year, in October, December, April and July, with a face-to-face parents’ evening in March. 
	
	A core ethos in the English department is independent Reading. Parents must encourage their child to read out loud with them at least 3 times a week. This should be coupled by the student doing Reading Plus, an independent online reading programme at home. Parents should also keep an eye on Class Charts to ensure their child is able to access the Home Learning and is completing the work set by their teacher. 

	
	
	

	What we study and when:

	Term
	Unit, Topic Or
Summary Of Work
Covered
	Knowledge, Understanding & Skills Developed
	ACHIEVE / Personal Development Focus
	How The Work Is Assessed
	Careers Links

	1-2

	Woman in Black (novel) – Susan Hill
	Over the two terms the class will read the novel to understand Gothic conventions along with the writer’s use of language, form and structure to convey ideas, emotions and messages. This unit specifically links with the GCSE Gothix text The Curious Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde by R. L. Stevenson. Students will have opportunities to refine their critical skills by close reading of extracts, develop their creative writing and work on their academic writing by redrafting their writing.  
	Ambition – challenging themselves to critically analyse text
Endurance - redrafting
	Students will have an end of term assessment.
‘How does Hill use Gothic conventions to create tension in this extract and the novel as a whole?’  
(Reading Assessment)
	Careers with English as a degree include
• Digital copywriter
• Editorial assistant
• English as a foreign language teacher
• Lexicographer
• Magazine journalist
• Newspaper journalist
• Private tutor
• Publishing copy-editor/proofreader• Secondary school teacher
• Web content manager
• Writer
Jobs where your degree would be useful include:
• Academic librarian
• Adver􀆟sing copywriter
• Archivist
• Arts administrator
• Education consultant
• Information officer
• Learning mentor
• Marketing executive
• Media researcher
• PPC specialist
• Primary school teacher
• Public relations officer
• Records manager
• Social media manager
• Corporate communications
• Events Management

	3
	Noughts and Crosses (play) – Malorie Blackman / Dominic Cooke
	Within this module students develop knowledge of dramatic form and conventions. They will gain
An understanding of characterisation, themes such as prejudice, power and identity, and how dialogue and structure convey meaning on stage. Students build skills in script analysis, interpretation of language, empathy, and critical thinking.
	Integrity – understanding how discrimination plays a part within the text and how to empathise with characters
	Students will have an end of term assessment. ‘Write about Callum in Noughts and Crosses in this extract and how he is important to the play as a whole.’
	

	4
	Travel and exploration writing
	Within this module students will compare non-fiction texts, write travel guides and letters. Students will put themselves in the role of an explorer, travel guide and letter writer within this module alongside being able to read and compare Robert Scott, Felicity Aston, Bill Bryson and Mary Wollstonecraft’s journey’s. They will also experience travel fiction in the form of Robinson Crusoe and Lord of the Flies extracts.
	Versatility - learning to adapt their reading, writing, and speaking skills for different purposes, audiences, and contexts.
	Students will have an end of term assessment. ‘Compare how Bryson and Wollstonecraft present their experiences of travelling to new places.’

	

	5
	Shakespeare extracts
	Students gain knowledge of Shakespeare’s language and dramatic techniques, develop understanding of key themes and contexts, and build skills in close reading, interpretation, and analytical thinking through studying a range of extracts. These will be extracts ranging from his sonnets to his plays.
	Collaboration – being able to work in groups to decode texts
	Students will have an end of term assessment where they will create their own work in Shakespeare’s style.
	

	6
	Unseen Poetry
	Through exposure to various poems, students will be able to summarise events within a poem and track the development of themes. They will focus on analysing techniques used and the effect these have – commenting on form and structural features of a poem in relation to the meaning. 
	Happy – through building  confidence and independence in realising there is no single “right” answer and that their own ideas and interpretations are valued
	Students will have an end of term assessment where they will analyse a poem (teacher’s choice) from within the poems studied.
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