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The course breakdown:

• 9 hours a fortnight

• 6 hours with Miss Stirling

– Paper 1: Philosophy of Religion.

– Paper 3: Developments in Christian Thought (DCT)

• 3 hours with Miss Dowell

– Paper 2: Religion and Ethics
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The exam:

• This will take place in summer 2026!

• You will have 3 exams (Philosophy, Ethics and 
DCT)

• Each exam is 2 hours long

• For each exam you will answer 3 questions out 
of a choice of 4.

• Each question is marked out of 40.
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Kit list:

• You will need 3 lever-arch folders.

• Name them: Philosophy, Ethics and DCT.

• You will need dividers for each topic.

• Bring in your summer transition work on day 
1.

• Textbook for Year 1.

• Revision guides.
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Year 1 textbook:
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Useful pointers:

• Date and title every piece of work you 
complete. Trust me…

• Date any hand-outs you are given.

• Complete additional reading.

• You can borrow the textbooks and revision 
guides at any time but they are kept in school 
only.
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Introduction to Ethics

http://www.philosophers.co.uk/brain.jpg

Discuss:
A moral world is one 

in which as many 
people as possible are 
as happy as they can 
be. Do you agree?

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=philosophy&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=DdYiC3RKGG5C-M&tbnid=1R6DeDheieDm2M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.philosophers.co.uk/&ei=ZQwmUrWOD-ON7Qb-woDYCA&bvm=bv.51495398,d.ZGU&psig=AFQjCNGB-MpJ8d0tYV57VIqXRANIEhyptA&ust=1378311611640521
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What is utilitarianism?

• The name ‘utilitarianism’ comes from the word 
‘utility’, which means ‘usefulness’.

• Utilitarians concern themselves with working out 
how ‘useful’ an action is based upon assessing its 
action's, proposing that we should do the thing 
that produces the most ‘useful’ end.

• How do we assess the usefulness of an actions 
consequences? Does this appear to be the best way 
to make moral decisions?
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Do you think humans are purely 
motivated by pain and pleasure?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Do
wJfUmlzeI
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Jeremy Bentham – 1748-1832
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The greatest good for the greatest 
number? Is this practical? What 

problems might it pose?
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The Principle of Utility
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The Trolley Problem
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'The main motivation to make an ethical 
decision is to make a decision which benefits the 
largest number of people’. 

Do you agree? How could you apply real life 
examples to this.
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