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YEAR 8 PARENTS AND CARERS 
INFORMATION EVENING
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WELCOME

31/01/2024

Mr Andrew Wyles – Assistant 
Headteacher KS3
Ms Annie Towell – Head of 
Progress Year 8
Ms Rebecca Lake – Deputy 
Headteacher
Ms Stiles – Assistant Headteacher 
Inclusion

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Welcome to our Y8 parents and carers information evening. The purpose of this evening is firstly to welcome you back into school. For many of you, the last time you were in school was for the Y7 meet the tutor evening – over a year ago. Secondly, we are keen to provide you with – hopefully – helpful hints and tips about how to support your sons and daughters to achieve success here at Furze Platt. After the presentation there will be an opportunity for parents to speak with myself, Ms Towell, Ms Lake and Ms Stiles – or to make appointments to speak with us.
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Key Staff

Pastoral Manager – Year 8
- Miss Gumbs

Head of Progress – Year 8
- Miss Towell

Deputy 
Headteacher
Pastoral Support 
Designated 
Safeguarding 
Lead
- Miss Lewis

Deputy 
Headteacher
Curriculum
- James 
Sheppard

Deputy 
Headteacher
Behaviour and 
Attitudes, 
Personal 
Development
- Miss Lake

Assistant Headteacher Key Stage 3
- Mr Wyles

Presenter
Presentation Notes
My role is to support the academic success and pastoral well-being of all students across year 7, 8 and 9 – to ensure that when they graduate from Key Stage 3 they are all academically and emotionally ready to meet the challenge of GCSE's. Both Ms Towell and Ms Gumbs will continue to lead and support the year group until the end of year 11, when we hope that they will stay here for their post 16 education. I have included flattering photos of our 3 deputy headteachers with their core responsibilities. Tonight may be the first time you have met Ms Lake who joined us in September.
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Communication

Pastoral Manager – extension 151
sashagumbs@furzeplatt.net

Head of Progress – extension 235
annietowell@furzeplatt.net

Assistant Headteacher – extension 492
andrewwyles@furzeplatt.net

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I will send these slides out on ParentMail and also provide a link on the school website. One of the key takeaways this evening is to utilize the information on the website, which unlike our staff is accessible 24/7.

mailto:Sashagumbs@furzeplatt.net
mailto:annietowell@furzeplatt.net
mailto:andrewwyles@furzeplatt.net
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The Form Tutor

8CHP
- Ms Putter

8TAS
- Ms Skyers

8OSB
- Mr Barman

8KAH
- Miss Herrick

8TJC
- Mr Constable

8JAH
- Miss Honke

8RJW
- Mr Wright

8MEE
- Ms Ellor

8SH
- Mrs Hirst

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Alongside the leadership team for the year group and the school, the tutors for Year 8 key staff for your children, the first staff that your children see every day and as parents and carers, your first point of contact. Some of these tutors have changed since our meet the tutor evening last year and these photos hopefully put a picture against the name.
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Communication

• Tutors are first port of call – email addresses listed below:

8TJC – Mr Constable - thomas.constable@furzeplatt.net
8SH – Mrs Hirst – selina.hirst@furzeplatt.net
8MEE – Miss Ellor - megan.ellor@furzeplatt.net
8CHP – Ms Putter - chantelle.putter@furzeplatt.net
8JAH – Miss Honke - jade.honke@furzeplatt.net
8OSB – Mr Barman - omar.barman@furzeplatt.net
8KAH – Ms Herrick - kayce.herrick@furzeplatt.net
8RJW – Mr Wright - richard.wright@furzeplatt.net
8TAS – Ms Skyers - tamesha.skyers@furzeplatt.net

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Listed here are the email contacts for the tutors. They are happy to be contacted and will endeavour to reply to your emails within 48 hours. Please contact Ms Towell, Ms Gumbs or myself if you don't receive a reply.
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Pastoral and SEN Team

Attendance Officer
- Mrs Couling

Parent Support Worker
- Mrs McSweeney

Attendance Officer
- Mrs Craker

School Counsellor
- Caroline Rossiter

School Counsellor
- Jo Bird

Pupil Premium
Champion
- Mr Wellard-Jeffs

SENCo
- Mrs Cook

SENCo
- Mrs Jack

Assistant Headteacher - Inclusion
- Ms Stiles

Presenter
Presentation Notes
These staff also play a crucial role in supporting your children here at the school. Invite Beth to say a few words.
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Supporting SEND

• Students with SEND are supported by all
members of staff within the school

• Specialised interventions are 
organised through the Shine team (resource 
base)or Learning Support Team (mainstream)

• Examples of support on offer include: Reading 
intervention, Spelling intervention, EAL 
support, KS3 Raising Achievement, ELSA, 
Zones of Regulation, In-class LSA support
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Supporting SEND

Exam Access Arrangements
• During KS3, teachers will be trialling different exam access 

arrangements with young people who may need them in 
their subject.

• There are no designated exam access arrangements for any 
student, even if they had arrangements at primary school. 
It is up to the teacher's discretion whether to give an 
arrangement.

• We collect evidence from teachers as to whether this 
is effective in our setting

• All students will be assessed for exam access arrangements 
in Year 9. The results of this and feedback from teachers 
will be used to dictate arrangements for Y10 and Y11.
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Why? - Success/Excellence

Students

School staffParents

Potential

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Every school has a different character, ethos and culture. The purpose of the educational offer here at Furze Platt is for every student to achieve their potential as an academic learner, but also as a human being. Every student has different strengths, a different character and a different personality. Amongst this difference and diversity our core school values provides the glue that binds us all together. We will only achieve excellence and success for our young people if we work collaboratively together in partnership.
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Examination Results

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Once your children reach GCSE's and A levels, this is what success looks like and feels like for our students.
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6th Form – A levels and BTEC’s
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GCSE’s and BTEC’s
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GCSE’s and BTEC’s
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Students ACHIEVE at GCSE.

A great many outstanding results at GCSE

• Over 150 students joined the 6th Form.

• Including 47 new students from other schools.

• Students have gone to BCA, Reading College 
or to complete apprenticeships.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We remain the largest and most popular 6th form here in Maidenhead. This allows us to offer a wide range of subjects for your children to continue their education here at Furze Platt.
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Students ACHIEVE at 6th Form

• A number of our students achieved all A*’s at A 
level

• One student achieved a place at Oxford 
University to study Mathematics

• 26 students achieved places at Russell Group 
Universities

• Universities and colleges
• Apprenticeships
• Higher apprenticeships
• Employment

Presenter
Presentation Notes
For those leaving Furze Platt last year there were some fantastic results.
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Ms Towell

Supporting Your Child
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Supporting your child

What can you do to support your child's progress?
• Engage with the school
• Create a positive learning environment
• Set realistic goals
• Encourage accountability
• Raise aspirations
• Attendance and punctuality
• Learning outside of school
• Extra-curricular activities
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Supporting your child

What platforms do I need to use?
• ClassCharts

o Attendance, ACHIEVE, homework
• Go4School

o reports
• ParentMail

o Communication, trips, updates
• Evolve

o clubs
• School website
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Laptops for Learning

• Students should bring their charged laptop 
every day – and their charger!

• If purchased through the school
o Insurance covering accidental damage and theft
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Laptops 
for 
Learning

Sparx Maths

Active Learn

Reading Plus

Educake for Science (coming soon)

Key Stage 3 GCSE Pod

Linguascope

Kahoot

Kerboodle

Blocket

Quizlet

FP Cloud / SharePoint

Teams

Class Notebook
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Sparx Maths
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Sparx Maths
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Sparx Maths
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Active Learn
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Reading Plus
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Reading Plus
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Quizlet
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GCSE Pod
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FP CLOUD & SharePoint
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FP CLOUD & SharePoint



A M B I T I O U S      C O L L A B O R A T I V E       H A P P Y       I N T E G R I T Y      E N D U R A N C E      V E R S A T I L I T Y      E X C E L L E N C E

FP CLOUD & SharePoint
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FP CLOUD & SharePoint
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Teams
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Curriculum

Knowing what your child is learning
Found on school website



A M B I T I O U S      C O L L A B O R A T I V E       H A P P Y       I N T E G R I T Y      E N D U R A N C E      V E R S A T I L I T Y      E X C E L L E N C E

Mr Wyles

Reports
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Reports
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Report

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This section of the website is the portal to access your child's report through Go 4 Schools. There is a login guide, a login page and further guidance on our grading system. We know that a number of our parents didn't access their report and reminders have been sent out to ensure all parents and carers receive a copy of their report.
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Report

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here is a copy of a very pleasing report where there is clearly a strong link between approach to learning and academic success. The approach to learning descriptors are self explanatory. We would expect all students to achieve at least a good approach to learning to support their own progress and the progress of other students. The Age Related Grades are the grades that students are likely to achieve at GCSE at the end of Year 11 if they keep working at the same level. These grades will reflect academic ability and talent in different subjects. Students who have excelled academically at primary school are expected to achieve the highest grades at GCSE. These grades range from 1 to 9 with an old fashioned C grade between a 4 and 5 and an old fashioned A grade a 7. A key question to ask your child is whether they understand what they need to do to make further progress.
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Report

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This report would be a cause for concern for both parents and staff here at the school. Where you have concerns about your child's reported approach to learning and their age related grades relative to their academic ability, please contact either your child's tutor or Ms Towell. We are happy to liaise with individual staff if underachievement and poor attitude are apparent in certain subjects.
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Options – Jan/Feb 2025

This time next year the options process begins –
things can change in a year but consider, other than 
English, Maths and Science:

1. Which subjects do I enjoy? (try not to focus too 
much on the teacher – your teacher may 
change)

2. Which subjects am I good at/do I succeed at?
3. Which subjects link with my plans and 

aspirations?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As we all get older the years certainly go faster. This time next year your child will be making GCSE choices. It is not too early to start the conversation at home about these choices.
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Homework

Presenter
Presentation Notes
One of the most contentious and controversial issues in schools amongst parents and students remains homework with some parents opposed to any kind of homework and some parents eager for their child to receive two hours or more of home work every evening. The research is clear that homework improves outcomes. What is also clear is that young people require balance, breadth and enrichment in their after school activities. Undoubtedly, young people who have active, healthy lives achieve both happiness and success. Our aim is to provide regular and purposeful home learning.
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Homework

• On average 2 pieces of homework every day with 
each piece taking about 30 mins

• On average 45-60 mins each evening

• Additional platforms available for students to 
develop their learning

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Whilst all homework is set on Class Charts, homework will often not be submitted through Class Charts with laptops for learning providing a number of different ways for students to complete and submit their homework.
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Ms Towell

Enrichment
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Year 8 Dodgeball Interhouse
30th January

Year 8 Enrichment 
Afternoon 26th June
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Clubs

• Arts Award Club
• Badminton Club
• Football Club
• Hockey Club
• Homework Club
• Chamber Choir
• Eco Club
• Gardening Club
• Greenpower
• Infinity Club

• Keyboard Club
• Latin Club
• Morning Fitness Club
• School Musical
• Rockstars Junior
• Science Club
• Technology Club
• Ukelele Club
• Warhammer Club
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Trips

• Globe Theatre Trip
• Natural History 

Museum Trip
• Year 8 Residential 

Monday 10th – 13th June



A M B I T I O U S      C O L L A B O R A T I V E       H A P P Y       I N T E G R I T Y      E N D U R A N C E      V E R S A T I L I T Y      E X C E L L E N C E

Mr Wyles

Rewards
&

Key dates
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Rewards

Every effort is made to recognise, celebrate and 
reward different achievements here at Furze Platt.

Every fortnight individual students and tutor groups 
are rewarded with biscuits, confectionary, canteen 
passes and Amazon vouchers for achieving the most 
House points – each half term has a different theme 
(Happy). There is a reset at the end of each 
fortnight.
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Rewards

Every week there is an assembly with at least 
one House assembly each half term. Each year 
group enjoys a celebration assembly at the end 
of each term.
There is a big whole school celebration assembly 
at the end of each long term.
There is a Thank You 30 event at the end of each 
half term to thank the top 30 students.
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Rewards
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Important Dates

• Year 8 Parent Consultation Evening – Thursday 
7th March

• Progress Report Published 26th March

• Progress Report Published 5th July
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