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Politics at A Level

This highly topical and relevant
subject will attract those with enquiring 
minds who want to understand the 
organisations and processes which produce 
democratic government in the UK 
and USA. The strengths and weaknesses of 
both systems will be analysed through detailed 
study and analysis of relevant case 
studies from each country. 
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UNIT 1: Government and Politics 
of the UK
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British Constitution

How were the rules 
surrounding British 
government formed? 

How much power does 
the London government 
have compared to what 
the EU had, or compared 
to the Welsh and 
Scottish governments?
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Core Executive 
(Prime Minister and Cabinet)

Prime 
Minister –
first 
amongst 
equals?

Or an 
elected 
dictator?
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Parliament

Talking shop?

Law making 
body?

Watchdog?
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Multi-level governance

Should Scottish 
MPs have 
voting rights 
over English 
issues?

Should more 
power be 
devolved to the 
North?
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Participation and Voting Behaviour

Who votes? 

Who do they 
vote for? 

Why?
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Electoral Systems

First Past the Post or 
Proportional 
Representation? 

What are the 
implications of each 
system? 

What is the value of 
referendums?
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Political Parties

What are 
they for? 

How are 
party 
policies 
decided? 

How are 
party 
leaders 
elected? 
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Pressure Groups and Protest 
Movements

Why do they exist? 

How do they influence 
policy?

What is the role of 
the media?



A M B I T I O U S      C O L L A B O R A T I V E       H A P P Y       I N T E G R I T Y      E N D U R A N C E      V E R S A T I L I T Y      E X C E L L E N C E

UNIT 2: Government of the USA 
(Synoptic)
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The Constitution

Who has the most 
power – President, 
Congress or state 
governments?

How are the rights 
of US citizens 
protected?
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The Presidency

The limits 
to 
presidential 
power

Presidents 
vs Congress
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Congress

House of 
Representatives

Senate

Making laws – or 
not

Gridlock
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The Supreme Court and civil 
rights

Guardian of the 
constitution

How judges are 
appointed

Controversies 
and changes

How  have civil 
rights changed 
over time
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Electoral Process and Direct 
Democracy

Why the US 
has so many 
elections

What primary 
elections are 
all about

Campaigning

Financing all 
those 
elections
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Political Parties

Why only two?

Are they really that 
different?

Why can’t they ever agree?

Why do presidential 
candidates come across as 
being so extreme?
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Electoral systems

How is the 
House and 
Senate elected?

How is the 
President 
elected?

What is the 
electoral 
college?
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Pressure Groups

Why are there 
so many in the 
US?

Are they 
stronger than 
parties?

What 
difference do 
they make?
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UNIT 3:Political ideas
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Political theories
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Political theories
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Assessment

• Three 2 hour exams (33 % each)

• Combination of essay questions, source analysis and 
comparative essays

• All sat at the end of Year 13



A M B I T I O U S      C O L L A B O R A T I V E       H A P P Y       I N T E G R I T Y      E N D U R A N C E      V E R S A T I L I T Y      E X C E L L E N C E

Source based analysis
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Progression from Politics

Politics students go on to study a wide range of 
humanities, social science or business-related subjects 

at university, or enter into a wide range of 

careers in administration, management, local 

government or the civil service. Both David 
Cameron and Ed Miliband read Politics at 
university, alongside Philosophy and Economics.
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What do I need to get onto the 
course?

• Grade 5 in English Literature
• 5 in History/Geography is strongly 

recommended.
• An active and passionate interest in current 

affairs.
• Ability to communicate clearly on paper and in 

class discussion.
• Determination to learn and get better at 

writing.
• Entry requirements for the Academic Pathway
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