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A history of revolutions in 
different periods and places

Students of history are expected to study a 
period of at least two hundred years. 

They must also study: 
• 20% British History
• An element of non-British History
• Historical interpretations that will lead to a 

piece of independent coursework. 

As a department we wanted to ensure that 
students engaged with a range of social, 
political, economic and religious history. 

We also wanted the course to have a unifying 
theme that students could develop a detailed 
understanding of. 
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Why History? 

• History is relevant to the world that we live in 
today. 
– Russia in the 21st century has its roots in the 

revolution in 1917. 
– Our modern parliamentary democracy is born out 

of the Civil War and political conflict of this era. 
– The history of race relations in America is an 

ongoing issue that is still not solved. To 
understand this we must look backwards.
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Why History? 

• Develop transferable skills that will help you in 
any number of careers.
– Close analysis and evaluation of primary material and 

interpretations. 
– Developed written and verbal communication skills.
– Ability to argue and debate. 
– Research skills. 

• Because you love it. If you find the people, 
actions and thoughts of the past intriguing then 
history is the subject for you.
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Year 12

• Two examined units, focused on the theme 
of Revolutions. 

• Unit 1: Britain, 1625-1701: conflict, 
revolution and settlement

• Unit 2: Russia in revolution, 1894-1924
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Britain 1625-1701: conflict, 
revolution and settlement

• Theme 1: Political conflict: Why, and to what extent, did 
the power of the monarchy decline?

• Theme 2: Religious conflict: Had a more tolerant Church 
been established by 1701? Was the power of the Church in 
decline? 

• Theme 3: Social and intellectual change: How was society 
changing and what was causing this? 

• Theme 4: Economy, trade and the development of Empire: 
What led to the creation of a more modern economy and 
how was the British Empire born? 
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Russia in Revolution, 1894-1924

• Topic 1: The personality and rule of Tsar Nicholas II, why 
was there growing opposition to the Tsar? What caused the 
1905 Revolution? 

•
• Topic 2: The end of Romanov rule, 1906-17: What factors 

led to the collapse of Romanov Rule in 1917? 

• Topic 3: The October Revolution 1917: How did Russia 
become a communist nation?  

• Topic 4: Defending the Bolshevik Revolution 1917-24: how 
did people respond to the Bolshevik Revolution and how 
was this defended? 
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Year 13

• A thematic study covering at least 100 years
• A piece of coursework

• Unit 3: Civil rights and race relations in the USA 
1850-2009 

• Unit 4:  An individual coursework assignment on 
an historical debate of the student’s choice. The 
chosen debate will be drawn from the unit 
Russian Revolutions 1894-1924.
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Civil Rights and Race Relations in 
the USA, 1850-2009

Topics studied in depth:
• Black Americans after the American Civil War: effects of the end of 

slavery and the backlash, including the KKK
• The development of the ‘Jim Crow’ segregation laws
• The effect of Roosevelt’s ‘New Deal’ on race relations
• Civil Rights 1954-68 including the roles of Martin Luther King, Rosa 

Parks, Malcolm X and the ‘Black Power’ movement
• Obama’s campaign for the presidency, 2004-2009

Themes studied in overview: 
• Migration of black Americans within the USA due to economic, 

social and political factors
• Black American Civil Rights and their changing portrayal in literature 

and film
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Coursework: Russian Revolutions, 
1894-1924

• This unit will aim to consolidate students’ understanding of 
Russian Revolutions studied in Year 12. 

• The course will focus on the different debates that exist 
surrounding the Russian Revolutions and practice key 
research and analysis skills. 

• Students can then choose to investigate a debate from any 
aspect of Russian history studied in Year 12.

• E.g.
• Was Tsarism doomed to failure by 1914?
• How far did the Bolshevik Revolution of October 1917 have 

popular support?
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How is History A level examined?

• Students will sit three exams at the end of 
Year 13: two of the units will have been 
studied in Year 12; the third will be taught in 
Year 13.

• Coursework will be completed in Year 13.
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What will the exam papers look 
like?

• Paper 1: 2 hours 15 minutes
– Two knowledge-based essays, one interpretations 

question using two sources.

• Paper 2: 1 hour 30 minutes
– One source-based essay, one knowledge-based essay.

• Paper 3: 2 hours 15 minutes
– One source-based essay, two knowledge-based 

essays.
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Where can history take you? 
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What do I need to get onto the 
course?

• Grade 5 in History
• Grade 5 in English Literature
• An active and passionate interest in current 

affairs.
• Ability to communicate clearly on paper and in 

class discussion.
• Determination to learn and get better at 

writing.
• Entry requirements for the Academic Pathway
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