
It has also been wonderful to view some great sporting
fixtures, clubs and visits. It looks like many students are
aiming to get as many ACHIEVE points as possible this term
to be in line for rewards as we approach Christmas. I look
forward to handing out much praise and many rewards!

Year 11 PPEs

Good luck to our Year 11 students who start their PPE
(mock) examinations next week. Speaking to students many
have been preparing for the exams over half term revising
topics and practising questions. Thank you for all the
positivity and encouragement being offered at home.

Sixth Form Open Evening – Thursday 26  Novemberth

On Thursday 26  November we will be delighted to
welcome Year 11 students from FPSS and further afield to
our Sixth Form Open Evening. The event enables students,
parents and carers to learn all about the range of courses
we have on offer, as well as hear from Sixth Form leaders
and students. Please do put the date in the diary.

th

Remembrance Day - Wednesday 11  Novemberth

Next Wednesday, 11th November, is Remembrance Day
marking the opportunity for the FPSS community to come
together and remember those who have died in conflict. 

To mark Remembrance Day, we will be holding a two-minute
silence at 11am on Wednesday. 

Have a lovely weekend.

Dr Andrew J Morrison, Headteacher
(BA Hons, PGCE, MA, PhD) 

UPCOMING EVENTS

(Week B) 

SCHOOL TERM DATES 

If you have any news items you wish to feature in our newsletter please email: media@furzeplatt.net 

ALL EVENTS 
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Monday 2  November – Friday 6  November 2026 nd th

FURZE PLATT FOCUS 
Weekly Newsletter - Issue #80.9 

PTFA 

MESSAGE FROM THE HEADTEACHER 
Rewards and Celebrations

Welcome to Term 2

I hope that you and your families had a
lovely half term break. Our students have
returned refreshed and energetic. It has
been good to tour lessons and see the
focus, work-rate and creativity. 

MON 4
JANUARY Start of Term 3 8.40am-3.15pm

THU 19
NOVEMBER

FRI 20
NOVEMBER

MON 23
NOVEMBER

Year 12 Parents and Students’ Consultation
Evening

4.15-7.15pm

INSET DAY - school will be closed 
for all year groups

INSET DAY - school will be closed 
for all year groups

THU 26
NOVEMBER

FRI 27
NOVEMBER

THU 10
DECEMBER

Sixth Form Open Evening

Late Start for all year groups (straight to first
lesson)

Year 13 Parents and Students’ Consultation
Evening

6-9pm

9.15am

WED 2
DECEMBER

Careers and Higher Education Fair (CHEF)

WED 9
DECEMBER

Christmas Concert

4.15-7.15pm

FRI 18
DECEMBER

End of Term 2 12.30pm finish
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INSET DAYS: FRIDAY 20  & MONDAY 23  NOVEMBERTH RD

Friday 20  November and Monday 23  November are both
INSET Days and school will be closed for all year groups.

th rd

SIXTH FORM OPEN EVENING:

THURSDAY 26  NOVEMBERTH

This event will take place from 6-9pm and will be followed

by a 9.15am start the next day for all students.

LATE START - 9.15am: FRIDAY 27  NOVEMBERTH

Students will go straight to their first lesson. 

CAREERS & HIGHER EDUCATION FAIR:

WEDNESDAY 2  DECEMBERND

Further details of this event will be sent out in due course.

SECOND-HAND SCHOOL UNIFORM AVAILABLE

A little reminder to parents and carers that second-hand
school uniform is available through our PTFA.

If your child needs any uniform items, or you'd like to find out
what's currently available, please get in touch with the PTFA
directly via the link below.

Buying second-hand is a great way to save money and give
pre-loved uniform a new home.

Thank you for supporting our PTFA! 

If you have any news items you wish to feature in our newsletter please email: media@furzeplatt.net 
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SAVE THE DATE - YEAR 12 PARENTS' EVENING! 

 We are looking forward to welcoming you to our upcoming
Year 12 Parents' Evening to discuss your child’s progress and
achievements. Please save the date – full details will follow
soon.

CLICK HERE TO EMAIL OUR PTFA UNIFORM TEAM

mailto:PTFAUniform@furzeplatt.net
mailto:media@furzeplatt.net
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 SUPPORTING OUR SCHOOL

At Furze Platt Senior School, we are committed to
providing students with the very best opportunities, facilities
and learning experiences. While we make every effort to
use our funding efficiently and maximise resources,
government funding does not always cover everything we
aspire to offer.

Parents, carers, families and friends can help enhance the
educational experience of our students through either a
one-off or regular donation. Every contribution, no matter
the size, helps us invest in resources, enrichment
opportunities and facilities that benefit our school
community.

If you have any news items you wish to feature in our newsletter please email: media@furzeplatt.net 
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 PARENTS' EVENING DATES 2026–2027 
SAVE THE DATE

A reminder of our Parents' Evening schedule for the 2026–
2027 academic year. These evenings provide an important
opportunity for parents and carers to meet with subject
teachers, discuss their child's progress, celebrate
successes, and identify areas for further development.

Please make a note of the following dates:

Year 12: Thursday 19th November 2026
Year 13: Thursday 10  December 2026th

Year 9: Thursday 21  January 2027st

Year 8: Thursday 11  March 2027th

Year 10: Wednesday 24  March 2027th

Year 7: Thursday 22  April 2027nd

Information regarding appointment booking and timings will
be shared with parents and carers nearer to each event.

 

CLICK HERE FOR MORE ON SUPPORTING OUR SCHOOL

Your paragraph text

Please donate via the link below to support the learning
opportunities, enrichment and facilities of the school.
Gift Aid will apply to eligible donations.

Thank you.

YEAR 10 WORK EXPERIENCE 2027
SAVE THE DATE! 

Our Year 10 students will be heading out into the world
of work from Monday 21st to Wednesday 23rd June
2027, and we need your help to make it happen! 

PLEASE CLICK HERE TO EMAIL MISS STIRLING 

Your paragraph text

Parents and carers – can you help?
We’re looking for businesses and employers who
could offer one of our students a work experience
placement next June.
Could you ...

 Offer a student a placement at your workplace.
 Put us in touch with a business or employer who
might be able to help.

Work experience is a fantastic opportunity for students
to develop confidence, learn new skills and gain
valuable insight into different careers and working
environments. 
Please email Miss Stirling via the link below if you can
help. Thank you.

https://www.furzeplatt.com/page/?title=Support+our+School&pid=36
mailto:media@furzeplatt.net
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Celebrating Our Students’ Creative Talent!

A huge well done to our 2025–26 Year 11 and Year 13
students whose fantastic artwork was selected to be exhibited
at Norden Farm Arts Centre! 

A special congratulations to Liliana W on her well-deserved
win! It was wonderful to see the creativity, talent and artistic
skills of our students recognised by the judges.

We are incredibly proud of everyone who took part. Keep
creating, keep experimenting and keep achieving! 

If you have any news items you wish to feature in our newsletter please email: media@furzeplatt.net 
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Great Work From Our Sixth Form Mathematicians! 

Our Year 12 and Year 13 Maths students have been putting their
problem-solving skills to the test in some prestigious national
competitions, with some fantastic results.

Senior Maths Challenge

A huge well done to all those who took part in the National
Senior Maths Challenge, with an incredible 30 students
achieving Gold, Silver or Bronze awards!

Special congratulations to Mitchell Holmes (Year 13), who
achieved Best in School and automatically qualified for the
Andrew Jobbings Senior Kangaroo competition.

Congratulations also to Noah Moss (Year 13) and Aleks Koziak
(Year 12), who have also qualified for the next stage. Good luck
to all three!

Mathematical Olympiad for Girls

We are also delighted to celebrate Sofia Corbett and Annabel
Rozier (Year 13), who both achieved Merit awards after taking
part in the Mathematical Olympiad for Girls.

These achievements reflect our students' ambition,
perseverance and excellence, demonstrating our FPSS
ACHIEVE values in action.

We are incredibly proud of all our young mathematicians and
the dedication they have shown. 

mailto:media@furzeplatt.net
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SCHOOL CLUBS 
Term 2: November to Christmas

At the end of last term, parents and carers of students in all
year groups were sent e-mail invites for this term’s clubs. The
email was headed Furze Platt Senior School with the email
address evolve.furzeplattsnrvisits@edufocus.co.uk and the
links will be safe for you to click on to confirm your child’s
attendance. 
If you do not receive an email please check your junk / spam
folders. 

YEAR 11 REVISION SUPPORT

As Year 11 students prepare for their PPE examinations,
our Raising Achievement (RA) team has delivered a
series of revision skills sessions through PSHE. The
sessions focused on helping students develop effective
revision habits, including active recall, flashcards, mind
maps, condensing information, self-testing and creating
personalised revision resources. The key message was
that revision is about revisiting and practising knowledge
already learned, rather than simply re-reading notes. 

Parents and carers are encouraged to talk with their child
about the revision strategies covered in these sessions
and to support them in establishing positive revision
routines ahead of their PPEs and GCSE examinations.

For students who would like additional support, the
Raising Achievement team is available before school, at
break times and after school. They will also be delivering
sessions to Year 11 students on revision timetables.

 

If you have any news items you wish to feature in our newsletter please email: media@furzeplatt.net 
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CLUBS LIST FOR NEXT WEEK

CLICK HERE FOR OUR HOW TO REVISE PRESENTATION

CHRISTMAS CONCERT AUDITIONS 

https://www.furzeplatt.com/page/?title=School+Clubs+and+Academic+Support+Clinics+Schedule+2022%2D23&pid=504
mailto:evolve.furzeplattsnrvisits@edufocus.co.uk
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If you have any news items you wish to feature in our newsletter please email: media@furzeplatt.net 

5A C H E V EM B I T I O U S O L L A B O R A T I V E A P P Y I N T E G R I T Y N D U R A N C E E R S A T I L I T Y X C E L L E N C E  

Gardening Club is Back! 

Our Gardening Club has made a fantastic
start to the term, getting straight to work
in the school garden!

Students have been busy weeding, replanting our
raised beds with strawberries and even carrying out
some repairs to one of the beds.

Next week, we're hoping to get some spring bulbs planted
and seeds sown, ready for a colourful display in the months
ahead – alongside, of course, a little more weeding!
A big thank you to Mrs Budge for kindly donating the
strawberry plants, and a warm welcome to our new
Gardening Club staff assistant, Mr Athwal. We really
appreciate your support!
A reminder to bring a coat each week, as we love to get
outside and make the most of our gardening time, whatever
the weather!

A Great Start to the Day! 

Looking for a brilliant way to kick-start your
morning? 

Our Morning Fitness Club is open to students from all year
groups!

Join us every Wednesday morning for an energising workout
in our fantastic Fitness Suite.

 When: Wednesdays, 7.30am–8.30am
 Where: School Fitness Suite

It's a great opportunity to get active, boost your energy and
start the school day feeling ready to go!
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DUKE OF EDINBURGH AWARD SCHEME 2026-27

We are delighted to be offering both the Bronze (Year 9) and
Silver (Year 10) Duke of Edinburgh's (DofE) Awards next
year. The DofE is a nationally recognised programme that
helps young people develop confidence, resilience,
leadership, teamwork and independence through a range of
rewarding challenges and experiences.

Participants complete four sections of the award:
Volunteering, Physical, Skills and Expedition, providing
valuable opportunities to learn new skills, support their
community, challenge themselves and gain experiences that
are highly regarded by employers, colleges and universities.

As places are limited, we encourage families to carefully
consider the commitment required before registering.
Students are expected to complete all sections of the award
and attend all compulsory training and expedition dates.

Bronze Award (Year 9)

Cost: £300
Payment Schedule

£150 deposit by Friday 20th November 2026
£150 final payment by Friday 5th February 2027

Mandatory Dates
Expedition Training Day: Saturday 16th January 2027,
9.00am-4.00pm, Furze Platt Senior School
Practice Expedition: Thursday 20th May-Friday 21st May
2027
Qualifying Expedition: Thursday 17th June-Friday 18th
June 2027

If you have any news items you wish to feature in our newsletter please email: media@furzeplatt.net 
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Silver Award (Year 10)

Cost: £450
Payment Schedule

£150 deposit by Friday 20th November 2026
£150 second payment by Friday 5th February 2027
£150 final payment by Friday 5th March 2027

Mandatory Dates
Expedition Training Day: Saturday 16th January
2027, 9.00am-4.00pm, Furze Platt Senior School
Practice Expedition: Wednesday 19th May-Friday
21st May 2027
Qualifying Expedition: Wednesday 16th June-Friday
18th June 2027

Please note that transport to and from expedition venues
is not provided by the school.

Further information, including registration details, will be
shared in due course. We will also be holding a Microsoft
Teams information session for parents and carers,
providing an opportunity to learn more about the
programme, ask questions and understand the
commitment involved before sign-up.

Duke of Edinburgh Awards are an excellent opportunity
for students to challenge themselves, develop lifelong
skills, build friendships and create lasting memories. We
look forward to welcoming the next cohort of Bronze and
Silver participants to the DofE programme.

Bronze & Silver DofE badges and certificates can
now be collected from Miss Carty in AR3.

Miss D Carty (DofE Manager)
Mr J Wellard-Jeffs (Educational Visits Co-ordinator)
Mr A Wyles (Assistant Headteacher - Enrichment)
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SCIENCE FAIR

Do you have a question you've always wanted answered?
Then you have a Science Fair project!

Students in Years 7, 8 and 9 are invited to take part in our
Science Fair, which forms part of the prestigious National
Science & Engineering Competition. This is a fantastic
opportunity for aspiring scientists, engineers and innovators
to explore a topic that fascinates them and showcase their
discoveries.

Taking place on Thursday 25 February, the Science Fair
encourages students to investigate a scientific question,
carry out research and experiments, and present their
findings to judges and visitors. Projects can be completed
individually or in groups of up to three students.

th 

Why take part?

All participants will have the opportunity to attend a
school trip to the Big Bang Fair in Birmingham.
Winners will receive trophies and rosettes.
Lots of House Points are available.
Winning projects will be entered into the National
Science & Engineering Competition at The Big Bang Fair,
with the chance to win £500.

 

If you have any news items you wish to feature in our newsletter please email: media@furzeplatt.net 
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SPARX SCIENCE CHAMPIONS OF THE WEEK

Great work from our top ten scientists this week!

Getting started

Read the Science Fair student guide sent via
email.
Decide on a question you would like to
investigate.
Research your topic using books, websites
and other reliable sources.
Consider the science behind your prediction
and planned experiment.
Watch similar investigations and experiments
to develop your ideas.
Speak to your science teachers or attend
Science Club every Tuesday during term
time in S10 for support and guidance.

Students should submit their proposed project
idea to Mrs McElliott before the Christmas
holidays.

Whether you're interested in biology, chemistry,
physics, engineering or environmental science,
this is your chance to discover something
amazing and compete on a national stage! 

Good luck to all our scientists!
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INSTRUMENT, SINGING AND 
LAMDA DRAMA LESSONS

We are delighted to be able to offer various instrument,
singing and LAMDA drama lessons for all year groups, both
individually and in small groups. Lessons take place during
the school day and are provided by external, highly qualified
teachers. Relevant lessons are subsidised for Pupil
Premium students who are studying music or drama at
school.

 
Please contact the following for costs and further details:
 

Singing and Piano - Elin.Davies@furzeplatt.net
Guitar - Max.Randall@furzeplatt.net
Drums, Brass, Strings – provided through Berkshire
Music Trust
LAMDA drama – Jane.Trainer@furzeplatt.net

CAFE THEMED EVENTS

Diwali Celebration Menu – Monday 10  Novemberth

Students can enjoy a specially themed Diwali menu on
Monday as we celebrate the Festival of Lights. It's a
great opportunity to try some delicious traditional
flavours!

Mexican Pop-Up – Wednesday 12  Novemberth

Our catering team will be serving a special Mexican-
inspired pop-up menu. Enjoy a selection of tasty dishes
available for one day only.

Giant Yorkshire Pudding Pop-Up – Tuesday 18
November

th

Don't miss our Giant Yorkshire Pudding Pop-Up,
featuring a hearty menu packed with flavour!

If you have any news items you wish to feature in our newsletter please email: media@furzeplatt.net 
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The FPSS Roadshow: Bringing Learning to Life!
 
Yesterday, our Art and English Departments joined forces to
deliver a fun and creative Typography Monsters Workshop for
Year 5 pupils at St Luke's Primary School in Maidenhead.

If you have any news items you wish to feature in our newsletter please email: media@furzeplatt.net 
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Y
our paragraph text

Bonfire Night Lunch Lights Up Furze Platt Cafe

Students enjoyed a spectacular Bonfire and Fireworks
Night-themed lunch this week, thanks to the fantastic
team at Accent. Our cafe was transformed with festive
decorations, creating a fun and vibrant atmosphere to
celebrate the occasion.

The special menu featured a range of warming autumn
favourites inspired by Bonfire Night, alongside delicious
sweet treats and themed desserts. The beautifully
presented food proved extremely popular, with students
enjoying both the variety and creativity on offer.

A huge thank you to the Accent catering team for going
above and beyond for our school community!

As part of our FPSS Roadshow, we visit local primary
schools to give pupils a taste of life at Furze Platt and
showcase some of the exciting learning opportunities our
school has to offer.

The pupils were challenged to create their very own monster
characters using letters of the alphabet. They then brought
their creations to life through descriptive writing, 
before turning their words into colourful 
monster illustrations!

There were some wonderfully imaginative ideas, with pupils
combining creativity, drawing and writing in a fantastic cross-
curricular activity. 

A special thank you to Mr Twiney and Ms Stevens for
delivering such an enjoyable workshop, and to St Luke's for
welcoming us!
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ACHIEVE Focus: 
Supporting Maidenhead Foodshare This Christmas

Students are being encouraged to support this year’s
Maidenhead Foodshare Donation Drive as we work
together to help local families in need this Christmas. 

Last year, the Furze Platt community donated an incredible
797 items, helping to support around 500 families across
Maidenhead. This year, we are aiming to beat that total and
make an even greater impact in our local community. 

As part of our ACHIEVE values, particularly Collaboration,
Integrity and Excellence, students are invited to donate
unopened food and household essentials to support
Maidenhead Foodshare, a local charity that has been
helping residents for more than 16 years. The organisation
provides food parcels, fresh items and community support
to those facing hardship. 

Donations will be collected weekly by House Captains
throughout November and December, with tutor groups
competing to see which House can contribute the most
items. Staff can also take part by leaving donations in the
collection box in the staffroom. Every contribution, no
matter how small, will help bring hope and practical support
to local families during the festive season.
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 House Captains will come to each tutor group on the
dates below to collect donations from tutors and students:

Thursday 12th November
Thursday 19th November
Thursday 26th November
Thursday 3rd December
Thursday 10th December

We are not asking you to go out of your way to buy items -
anything unopened from home will go a long way.

Thank you to everyone who supports this important
initiative. Together, we can make a real difference and
help make Christmas brighter for others. 
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SUPPORTING MENTAL HEALTH

Please be aware of the support available for young people if
they are struggling with their mental health. 

The safeguarding team can be contacted on
safeguarding@furzeplatt.net

For urgent CAMHS crisis support in Berkshire, call the
Berkshire Integrated Hub at 0300 365 1234 (8am-8pm
Monday-Friday) or 0800 129 9999 (out of hours).

Alternatively, you can report to your nearest Accident &
Emergency who will have integrated CAMHS teams to
provide assessment and support.

The below websites also offer support and advice 24/7
https://www.nhs.uk/every-mind-matters/supporting-
others/childrens-mental-health/
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/
https://www.kooth.com/ - Free online counselling for
children living in Windsor and Maidenhead.

Please do not hesitate to reach out to the safeguarding
team for support.

Miss L Lewis
Deputy Headteacher and DSL

 

FURZE PLATT SUPPORTS MOVEMBER

Throughout November, members of the Furze Platt
community are taking part in Movember, the global
movement raising awareness and funds for men's health,
with a particular focus on mental health, suicide prevention,
prostate cancer and testicular cancer.

Students have explored these core themes in Personal
Development tutorials this week as part of a focus on Men’s
Health.

Our staff are getting involved by growing their moustaches
and taking on fundraising challenges to support this
important cause. We would be grateful for any support from
our school community as we work together to raise money
and awareness. (Pictured L-R: Dr Graham, Mr Corbett, Mr
Brown, Mr Gill and Mr Piemontesi.)

Every donation, no matter how small, helps fund vital
research, support services and programmes that improve
the lives of men and boys around the world.

Thank you for supporting this worthy cause. 

PLEASE CLICK HERE TO DONATE TO TEAM FURZE PLATT
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MESSAGE FROM ST LUKE’S CHURCH
OPPORTUNITY FOR DOFE VOLUNTEERS

St Luke's Church, Maidenhead, will be 
holding its annual Christmas Tree Festival
from Friday 4  December to Sunday 6  December. th th

During the Festival many hundreds of visitors come to the
church to se more than 70 Christmas trees decorated and
sponsored by charities, schools, community organisations
and local businesses. Last year, the event raised over
£5,000 for our chosen charity, Alzheimers Dementia
Support and additional funds to help keep our church at the
heart of the community.
 
During the Festival we offer refreshments and run home-
made produce and arts & crafts stalls. We also aim to make
people feel as welcome as possible. All this relies on the
hard work and kindness of a good number of volunteers.
 
We were wondering if there are any Furze Platt Senior
School students who are currently pursuing a Duke of
Edinburgh award and who would like to undertake some
local community volunteering towards that award. The
students would be guided by, and work alongside,
seasoned volunteers. It is always a lot of fun even though
the Festival can be very busy at times, especially on the
Saturday and Sunday.
 
If you would be interested in this we would love to hear from
you.

If you have any news items you wish to feature in our newsletter please email: media@furzeplatt.net 
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KINSHIP CARE

If you would like to shape the Kinship support available from
RBWM please follow the below information shared by the
council.

MESSAGE FROM RBWM:

We are currently launching a new Kinship offer on our
website and have drafted the new Local Offer page.

 To ensure the new website truly provides the right
information and support, we would love to hear your
thoughts. Your feedback as kinship carers is incredibly
valuable to us in getting this right.

 Please take a few minutes to look at the new page and
share your thoughts by completing this short questionnaire:

*Please note that the preview web page currently features
content tailored for RBWM as an initial template. The
finalised versions for Kingston and Richmond will have
identical content and layout once community feedback has
been reviewed. 

We will collate feedback to ensure everyone has a chance
to share their views.

 Thank you in advance for your time and your continued
support.

 

PLEASE CLICK HERE TO EMAIL ST LUKE’S CHURCH

PLEASE CLICK HERE FOR AFC KINSHIP LOCAL OFFER 

PLEASE CLICK HERE TO GIVE KINSHIP WEBSITE FEEDBACK
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 PTFA 200 CLUB WINNERS

Congratulations to our latest 200 Club 
winners, who have each taken home a
fantastic cash prize!

The 200 Club is a simple way to support the school while
having the chance to win a cash prize every month. Every
membership helps the PTFA fund projects that make a real
difference to our students and wider school community.

Could you be one of our next winners?

Join the 200 Club today via the link below or visit our website
under Parents > The PTFA to find out more.

Thank you to our PTFA and to everyone who already
supports the 200 Club. The more members we have, the
more we can give back to our students.

 

FREE WEBINAR: 
HOW YOU CAN  HELP YOUR CHILD 
PREPARE FOR EXAMS

TUESDAY 10TH NOVEMBER 6-7PM

Elevate Education will be hosting their next parent
webinar on exam preparation on Tuesday 10th
November.

Elevate works with our students, delivering high-impact
workshops on study skills, motivation, wellbeing, and
exam preparation. By tuning into their webinar series,
you’ll learn how you can help support your child at home
by reinforcing the skills they’re learning at school.
Sign up for the session below to learn how you can
maximise your child’s marks in exams by helping them to
prioritise the work that really matters over the next few
weeks.

How You Can Help Your Child Prepare for Exams

Tuesday 10th November 6:00-7:00pm (GMT)

Here’s what Elevate will be covering on the night:

✅ Prioritising your child’s high-impact work to maximise
marks
✅ Improving your child’s time management to avoid last-
minute preparation
✅ Helping your child study effectively using past papers

FREE GUIDE FOR PARENTS AND CARERS

Download a FREE copy of the Parent Guide to Student
Success - How to Support Your Child with Proven Study
Strategies:

If you have any news items you wish to feature in our newsletter please email: media@furzeplatt.net 
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CLICK HERE TO JOIN THE 200 CLUB

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER FOR FREE

CLICK HERE fOR YOUR FREE PARENT GUIDE

https://donorbox.org/furze-platt-senior-school-ptfa-200-club-monthly?fbclid=IwY2xjawU_Bo5leHRuA2FlbQIxMABwZG9mAWJyaWQRMWVEMENQMmRDdHVxaVpuREtzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEeKCFaB_RKlD8b3IaVzLpGio25eKOF_6wcfuT0U0gFuLTvhYdaZpBYPBwCyv8_aem_sbabhWmFRLd1F6x9fgNpWg
https://go.elevateeducation.com/ukschoolwebinar
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mailto:media@furzeplatt.net
mailto:media@furzeplatt.net
mailto:media@furzeplatt.net
mailto:media@furzeplatt.net
mailto:media@furzeplatt.net
mailto:media@furzeplatt.net
https://donorbox.org/furze-platt-senior-school-ptfa-200-club-monthly?fbclid=IwY2xjawU_Bo5leHRuA2FlbQIxMABwZG9mAWJyaWQRMWVEMENQMmRDdHVxaVpuREtzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEeKCFaB_RKlD8b3IaVzLpGio25eKOF_6wcfuT0U0gFuLTvhYdaZpBYPBwCyv8_aem_sbabhWmFRLd1F6x9fgNpWg
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If you have any news items you wish to feature in our newsletter please email: media@furzeplatt.net 
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WEEKLY HOUSE POINTS

8,770 10,556 9,062 8,401

This week our winners are
the Falcons! 

Congratulations to all Falcon
staff and students, keep it up!

HOUSE CHALLENGES: TERM 1 HIGHLIGHTS! 

Our school calendar is packed with fun House
challenges and activities, encouraging teamwork,
collaboration and a healthy competitive spirit across
our four Houses!

Here are just a few of the highlights from last term:

Pumpkin Design Competition

Congratulations to our winning and runner-up students
from each House! Your creative designs have earned
you some well-deserved House Points and Café
queue passes.

 

  Pumpkin Carving Half-Term Challenge! 

A huge well done to everyone who got involved in our
Pumpkin Carving House Challenge!
It looks like our students had great fun creating their
spooky masterpieces, and there were some fantastic
designs. 

We hope you’re all proud of your creations! 
Congratulations to everyone who took part – you’ve
earned some well-deserved extra House Points for your
efforts! 

Which pumpkin is your favourite? 

mailto:media@furzeplatt.net
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If you have any news items you wish to feature in our newsletter please email: media@furzeplatt.net 
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Live Tennis Challenge

Thank you to everyone who took part in our live tennis
challenge in the Sports Hall. Congratulations to Eagle
House on taking the win!
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 Strictly House Competition

The results are in! A big well done to our top five
students who were the best at predicting how the
celebrities would fare in Strictly Come Dancing 2026.
You've all earned some extra House Points!

...and it’s not just our students who are winners...

Staff were also set a Halloween Movie Challenge Quiz -
congratulations to Miss Barnor who won this challenge!
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	FURZE PLATT FOCUS
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	PTFA
	MESSAGE FROM THE HEADTEACHER
	Rewards and Celebrations
	ALL EVENTS

	SCHOOL TERM DATES


	INSET DAYS: FRIDAY 20TH & MONDAY 23RD NOVEMBER
	Friday 20th November and Monday 23rd November are both INSET Days and school will be closed for all year groups.

	SIXTH FORM OPEN EVENING:
	THURSDAY 26TH NOVEMBER
	This event will take place from 6-9pm and will be followed by a 9.15am start the next day for all students.
	LATE START - 9.15am: FRIDAY 27TH NOVEMBER
	Students will go straight to their first lesson.


	CAREERS & HIGHER EDUCATION FAIR:
	WEDNESDAY 2ND DECEMBER
	Further details of this event will be sent out in due course.

	SAVE THE DATE - YEAR 12 PARENTS' EVENING!
	We are looking forward to welcoming you to our upcoming Year 12 Parents' Evening to discuss your child’s progress and achievements. Please save the date – full details will follow soon.

	SECOND-HAND SCHOOL UNIFORM AVAILABLE
	A little reminder to parents and carers that second-hand school uniform is available through our PTFA.
	If your child needs any uniform items, or you'd like to find out what's currently available, please get in touch with the PTFA directly via the link below.
	Buying second-hand is a great way to save money and give pre-loved uniform a new home.
	Thank you for supporting our PTFA!

	CLICK HERE TO EMAIL OUR PTFA UNIFORM TEAM
	If you have any news items you wish to feature in our newsletter please email: media@furzeplatt.net
	SUPPORTING OUR SCHOOL

	Great Work From Our Sixth Form Mathematicians!
	Our Year 12 and Year 13 Maths students have been putting their problem-solving skills to the test in some prestigious national competitions, with some fantastic results.

	Senior Maths Challenge
	A huge well done to all those who took part in the National Senior Maths Challenge, with an incredible 30 students achieving Gold, Silver or Bronze awards!
	Special congratulations to Mitchell Holmes (Year 13), who achieved Best in School and automatically qualified for the Andrew Jobbings Senior Kangaroo competition.
	Congratulations also to Noah Moss (Year 13) and Aleks Koziak (Year 12), who have also qualified for the next stage. Good luck to all three!

	Mathematical Olympiad for Girls
	We are also delighted to celebrate Sofia Corbett and Annabel Rozier (Year 13), who both achieved Merit awards after taking part in the Mathematical Olympiad for Girls.
	These achievements reflect our students' ambition, perseverance and excellence, demonstrating our FPSS ACHIEVE values in action.
	We are incredibly proud of all our young mathematicians and the dedication they have shown.

	Celebrating Our Students’ Creative Talent!
	A huge well done to our 2025–26 Year 11 and Year 13 students whose fantastic artwork was selected to be exhibited at Norden Farm Arts Centre!
	A special congratulations to Liliana W on her well-deserved win! It was wonderful to see the creativity, talent and artistic skills of our students recognised by the judges.
	We are incredibly proud of everyone who took part. Keep creating, keep experimenting and keep achieving!
	If you have any news items you wish to feature in our newsletter please email: media@furzeplatt.net
	YEAR 11 REVISION SUPPORT


	Gardening Club is Back!
	Our Gardening Club has made a fantastic
	start to the term, getting straight to work
	in the school garden!
	Students have been busy weeding, replanting our raised beds with strawberries and even carrying out some repairs to one of the beds.
	Next week, we're hoping to get some spring bulbs planted and seeds sown, ready for a colourful display in the months ahead – alongside, of course, a little more weeding!
	A big thank you to Mrs Budge for kindly donating the strawberry plants, and a warm welcome to our new Gardening Club staff assistant, Mr Athwal. We really appreciate your support!
	A reminder to bring a coat each week, as we love to get outside and make the most of our gardening time, whatever the weather!

	A Great Start to the Day!
	Looking for a brilliant way to kick-start your
	morning?
	Our Morning Fitness Club is open to students from all year groups!
	Join us every Wednesday morning for an energising workout in our fantastic Fitness Suite.
	When: Wednesdays, 7.30am–8.30am
	Where: School Fitness Suite
	It's a great opportunity to get active, boost your energy and start the school day feeling ready to go!
	If you have any news items you wish to feature in our newsletter please email: media@furzeplatt.net
	DUKE OF EDINBURGH AWARD SCHEME 2026-27
	Bronze Award (Year 9)
	Silver Award (Year 10)

	Getting started
	Read the Science Fair student guide sent via email.
	Decide on a question you would like to investigate.
	Research your topic using books, websites and other reliable sources.
	Consider the science behind your prediction and planned experiment.
	Watch similar investigations and experiments to develop your ideas.
	Speak to your science teachers or attend Science Club every Tuesday during term time in S10 for support and guidance.
	Students should submit their proposed project idea to Mrs McElliott before the Christmas holidays.
	Whether you're interested in biology, chemistry, physics, engineering or environmental science, this is your chance to discover something amazing and compete on a national stage!
	Good luck to all our scientists!


	SCIENCE FAIR
	Do you have a question you've always wanted answered? Then you have a Science Fair project!
	Students in Years 7, 8 and 9 are invited to take part in our Science Fair, which forms part of the prestigious National Science & Engineering Competition. This is a fantastic opportunity for aspiring scientists, engineers and innovators to explore a topic that fascinates them and showcase their discoveries.
	Taking place on Thursday 25th February, the Science Fair encourages students to investigate a scientific question, carry out research and experiments, and present their findings to judges and visitors. Projects can be completed individually or in groups of up to three students.
	Why take part?
	All participants will have the opportunity to attend a school trip to the Big Bang Fair in Birmingham.
	Winners will receive trophies and rosettes.
	Lots of House Points are available.
	Winning projects will be entered into the National Science & Engineering Competition at The Big Bang Fair, with the chance to win £500.


	SPARX SCIENCE CHAMPIONS OF THE WEEK
	Great work from our top ten scientists this week!
	If you have any news items you wish to feature in our newsletter please email: media@furzeplatt.net

	INSTRUMENT, SINGING AND
	LAMDA DRAMA LESSONS
	Bonfire Night Lunch Lights Up Furze Platt Cafe
	Students enjoyed a spectacular Bonfire and Fireworks Night-themed lunch this week, thanks to the fantastic team at Accent. Our cafe was transformed with festive decorations, creating a fun and vibrant atmosphere to celebrate the occasion.
	The special menu featured a range of warming autumn favourites inspired by Bonfire Night, alongside delicious sweet treats and themed desserts. The beautifully presented food proved extremely popular, with students enjoying both the variety and creativity on offer.
	A huge thank you to the Accent catering team for going above and beyond for our school community!
	As part of our FPSS Roadshow, we visit local primary schools to give pupils a taste of life at Furze Platt and showcase some of the exciting learning opportunities our school has to offer.
	The pupils were challenged to create their very own monster characters using letters of the alphabet. They then brought their creations to life through descriptive writing,
	before turning their words into colourful
	monster illustrations!
	There were some wonderfully imaginative ideas, with pupils combining creativity, drawing and writing in a fantastic cross-curricular activity.
	A special thank you to Mr Twiney and Ms Stevens for delivering such an enjoyable workshop, and to St Luke's for welcoming us!

	The FPSS Roadshow: Bringing Learning to Life!
	Yesterday, our Art and English Departments joined forces to deliver a fun and creative Typography Monsters Workshop for Year 5 pupils at St Luke's Primary School in Maidenhead.
	MBITIOUS
	OLLABORATIVE
	APPY
	INTEGRITY
	NDURANCE
	ERSATILITY
	XCELLENCE

	If you have any news items you wish to feature in our newsletter please email: media@furzeplatt.net
	ACHIEVE Focus:
	Supporting Maidenhead Foodshare This Christmas
	FURZE PLATT SUPPORTS MOVEMBER


	Throughout November, members of the Furze Platt community are taking part in Movember, the global movement raising awareness and funds for men's health, with a particular focus on mental health, suicide prevention, prostate cancer and testicular cancer.
	Students have explored these core themes in Personal Development tutorials this week as part of a focus on Men’s Health.

	Our staff are getting involved by growing their moustaches and taking on fundraising challenges to support this important cause. We would be grateful for any support from our school community as we work together to raise money and awareness. (Pictured L-R: Dr Graham, Mr Corbett, Mr Brown, Mr Gill and Mr Piemontesi.)
	Every donation, no matter how small, helps fund vital research, support services and programmes that improve the lives of men and boys around the world.
	Thank you for supporting this worthy cause.
	SUPPORTING MENTAL HEALTH

	Please be aware of the support available for young people if they are struggling with their mental health.
	The safeguarding team can be contacted on safeguarding@furzeplatt.net
	For urgent CAMHS crisis support in Berkshire, call the Berkshire Integrated Hub at 0300 365 1234 (8am-8pm Monday-Friday) or 0800 129 9999 (out of hours).
	Alternatively, you can report to your nearest Accident & Emergency who will have integrated CAMHS teams to provide assessment and support.
	The below websites also offer support and advice 24/7
	https://www.nhs.uk/every-mind-matters/supporting-others/childrens-mental-health/
	https://www.youngminds.org.uk/
	https://www.kooth.com/ - Free online counselling for children living in Windsor and Maidenhead.
	Please do not hesitate to reach out to the safeguarding team for support.
	Miss L Lewis
	Deputy Headteacher and DSL
	PLEASE CLICK HERE TO DONATE TO TEAM FURZE PLATT
	If you have any news items you wish to feature in our newsletter please email: media@furzeplatt.net

	KINSHIP CARE

	If you would like to shape the Kinship support available from RBWM please follow the below information shared by the council.

	MESSAGE FROM RBWM:
	We are currently launching a new Kinship offer on our website and have drafted the new Local Offer page.
	To ensure the new website truly provides the right information and support, we would love to hear your thoughts. Your feedback as kinship carers is incredibly valuable to us in getting this right.
	Please take a few minutes to look at the new page and share your thoughts by completing this short questionnaire:
	*Please note that the preview web page currently features content tailored for RBWM as an initial template. The finalised versions for Kingston and Richmond will have identical content and layout once community feedback has been reviewed.
	We will collate feedback to ensure everyone has a chance to share their views.
	Thank you in advance for your time and your continued support.
	PLEASE CLICK HERE FOR AFC KINSHIP LOCAL OFFER
	PLEASE CLICK HERE TO GIVE KINSHIP WEBSITE FEEDBACK
	MESSAGE FROM ST LUKE’S CHURCH
	OPPORTUNITY FOR DOFE VOLUNTEERS

	St Luke's Church, Maidenhead, will be
	holding its annual Christmas Tree Festival
	from Friday 4th December to Sunday 6th December.
	During the Festival many hundreds of visitors come to the church to se more than 70 Christmas trees decorated and sponsored by charities, schools, community organisations and local businesses. Last year, the event raised over £5,000 for our chosen charity, Alzheimers Dementia Support and additional funds to help keep our church at the heart of the community.
	During the Festival we offer refreshments and run home-made produce and arts & crafts stalls. We also aim to make people feel as welcome as possible. All this relies on the hard work and kindness of a good number of volunteers.

	We were wondering if there are any Furze Platt Senior School students who are currently pursuing a Duke of Edinburgh award and who would like to undertake some local community volunteering towards that award. The students would be guided by, and work alongside, seasoned volunteers. It is always a lot of fun even though the Festival can be very busy at times, especially on the Saturday and Sunday.
	If you would be interested in this we would love to hear from you.
	PLEASE CLICK HERE TO EMAIL ST LUKE’S CHURCH
	If you have any news items you wish to feature in our newsletter please email: media@furzeplatt.net



	CLICK HERE TO REGISTER FOR FREE
	CLICK HERE fOR YOUR FREE PARENT GUIDE

	PTFA 200 CLUB WINNERS
	Congratulations to our latest 200 Club
	winners, who have each taken home a
	fantastic cash prize!
	The 200 Club is a simple way to support the school while having the chance to win a cash prize every month. Every membership helps the PTFA fund projects that make a real difference to our students and wider school community.
	Could you be one of our next winners?
	Join the 200 Club today via the link below or visit our website under Parents > The PTFA to find out more.
	Thank you to our PTFA and to everyone who already supports the 200 Club. The more members we have, the more we can give back to our students.


	CLICK HERE TO JOIN THE 200 CLUB
	If you have any news items you wish to feature in our newsletter please email: media@furzeplatt.net

	WEEKLY HOUSE POINTS
	We hope you’re all proud of your creations!
	Congratulations to everyone who took part – you’ve earned some well-deserved extra House Points for your efforts!
	Which pumpkin is your favourite?
	8,401
	8,770
	10,556
	9,062
	This week our winners are the Falcons!
	Congratulations to all Falcon staff and students, keep it up!


	HOUSE CHALLENGES: TERM 1 HIGHLIGHTS!
	Our school calendar is packed with fun House challenges and activities, encouraging teamwork, collaboration and a healthy competitive spirit across our four Houses!
	Here are just a few of the highlights from last term:
	Pumpkin Design Competition
	Congratulations to our winning and runner-up students from each House! Your creative designs have earned you some well-deserved House Points and Café queue passes.
	Pumpkin Carving Half-Term Challenge!
	A huge well done to everyone who got involved in our Pumpkin Carving House Challenge!
	It looks like our students had great fun creating their spooky masterpieces, and there were some fantastic designs.
	If you have any news items you wish to feature in our newsletter please email: media@furzeplatt.net


	Strictly House Competition
	The results are in! A big well done to our top five students who were the best at predicting how the celebrities would fare in Strictly Come Dancing 2026. You've all earned some extra House Points!

	...and it’s not just our students who are winners...
	Staff were also set a Halloween Movie Challenge Quiz - congratulations to Miss Barnor who won this challenge!
	If you have any news items you wish to feature in our newsletter please email: media@furzeplatt.net
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