
Our students are really engaging with the range of
approaches being used by our staff, enjoying responding to
questions, drafting answers and practically involving
themselves in learning. When nationally not all schools have
a full set of qualified staff, FPSS is lucky to have colleagues
so adept at supporting our young people.

West Wittering Visits

Experiencing various weathers our Year 9 students have
been exploring West Wittering this week as part of their
Geography fieldwork. Thank you to all parents, carers,
students and staff who supported these trips.

Form Tutor/Parents Consultation Evening

It was lovely to meet so many parents and carers in person
or online on Thursday. The meetings are designed as a
check-in at the start of term to share how our young people
are doing. It was great to hear many positive things as well
as address areas where parents, carers, students or staff
may have a concern.

We look forward to welcoming Year 11 parents, carers and
students next Thursday to have detailed subject based
conversations about progress towards the exams next
summer. 

Have a lovely weekend.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Next Week (Week B) 

SCHOOL TERM DATES 

If you have any news items you wish to feature in our newsletter please email: media@furzeplatt.net 
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Monday 12  October – Friday 16 October 2026 th th 

FURZE PLATT FOCUS 
Weekly Newsletter - Issue #80.7 

PTFA 

MESSAGE FROM THE HEADTEACHER 

Learning and Teaching at FPSS

As you may expect I regularly tour
classrooms at FPSS to see what students
are studying and gauge a sense of lessons
across the school. Since the start of term, I
(along with many visitors and colleagues)
have been impressed with the sense of
purpose and focus within classrooms. 

Dr Andrew J Morrison, Headteacher
(BA Hons, PGCE, MA, PhD) 

Year 11 Parents and Students Consultation
Evening

THU 22
OCTOBER

FRI 23
OCTOBER

MON 2
NOVEMBER

End of Term 1

Start of Term 2

THU 19
NOVEMBER

FRI 20
NOVEMBER

MON 23
NOVEMBER

Year 12 Parents and Students Consultation
Evening

INSET DAY - school will be closed 
for all year groups

INSET DAY - school will be closed 
for all year groups

THU 26
NOVEMBER

FRI 27
NOVEMBER

WED 2
DECEMBER

Sixth Form Open Evening

Late Start for all year groups (straight to first
lesson)

Careers and Higher Education Fair (CHEF)

CLICK HERE TO SEE OUR PROSPECTUS

https://www.furzeplatt.com/page/?title=Term+Dates&pid=184
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 YEAR 11 PARENTS’ EVENING
THURSDAY 22ND OCTOBER

 We are looking forward to welcoming parents and carers
to the Year 11 Parents’ Evening on Thursday 22nd
October, between 4.15pm and 7.15pm. This is a valuable
opportunity to receive feedback from staff on your child’s
progress. Please log on to School Cloud to book your
appointments now.

Miss R Lake (NPQH), Deputy Headteacher

The above reports have now been issued and are 
available online as usual via Go 4 Schools. The service
is available either by going to our website www.furzeplatt.com
and clicking on the quick link ‘Online Reporting’, or by going
directly to Go 4 Schools www.go4schools.com and selecting
Parents. 
Should you have any problems accessing your child’s report
please contact me at reports@furzeplatt.net. 

Mrs K Avery, Data Manager
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 PARENTS' EVENING DATES 2026–2027 
SAVE THE DATE

A reminder of our Parents' Evening schedule for the 2026–
2027 academic year. These evenings provide an important
opportunity for parents and carers to meet with subject
teachers, discuss their child's progress, celebrate
successes, and identify areas for further development.

Please make a note of the following dates:

Year 11: Thursday 22nd October 2026
Year 12: Thursday 19th November 2026
Year 13: Thursday 10  December 2026th

Year 9: Thursday 21  January 2027st

Year 8: Thursday 11  March 2027th

Year 10: Wednesday 24  March 2027th

Year 7: Thursday 22  April 2027nd

Information regarding appointment booking and timings will
be shared with parents and carers nearer to each event.

 

CLICK HERE TO LOGIN TO SCHOOL CLOUD

YEAR 9 REPORTS

VIEW REPORTS

GUIDANCE ON GRADING

DUKE OF EDINBURGH AWARDS SCHEME

This year, registration is opening slightly later than usual. 

More details and official signup information will be shared
very soon.

https://www.furzeplatt.com/page/?title=Parents%27+Evening+Bookings+2026%2D27%3A+Save+the+Date&pid=32
https://www.furzeplatt.com/page/?title=Reports&pid=38
https://www.furzeplatt.com/_site/data/files/pdf/Guidance%20on%20Grading%202026-27%20for%20Parents%20003.pdf
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CELEBRATING OUR YOUNG ARTISTS
 AT NORDEN FARM!

 We’re delighted to share that our students’ artwork has
been selected for the 7th Maidenhead Schools: Art, Design
and Photography Exhibition at Norden Farm Arts Centre!

 

The exhibition celebrates the creativity and talent of
students from local schools and colleges, showcasing a
fantastic range of work across different mediums, including
painting, textiles and digital art.

 Last year, we were proud to win many of the awards, and
we’re excited to see how our talented artists get on this
year. Every selected piece reflects our students’
imagination, dedication and developing skills, and we’re
thrilled to see their hard work recognised.

 Winners will be announced on Friday 23  October at
4.45pm.  Good luck to all our students!

rd

 We’d love to see our school community visit the exhibition
and support our talented Art and Design students. Why not
pop along, explore the incredible work on display and help
us celebrate the creativity of young artists across
Maidenhead?
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END OF TERM 1: FRIDAY 23  OCTOBERRD

Term will finish at 3.15pm on Friday 23  October. rd

START OF TERM 2: MONDAY 2  NOVEMBERND

Term 2 will start on Monday 2  November.nd

INSET DAYS: FRIDAY 20  & MONDAY 23  NOVEMBERTH RD

Friday 20  November and Monday 23  November are both

INSET Days and school will be closed for all year groups.

th rd

SIXTH FORM OPEN EVENING:

THURSDAY 26  NOVEMBERTH

This event will take place from 6-9pm and will be followed

by a 9.15am start the next day for all students.

LATE START - 9.15am: FRIDAY 27  NOVEMBERTH

Students will go straight to their first lesson. 

CAREERS & HIGHER EDUCATION FAIR:

WEDNESDAY 2  DECEMBERND

Further details of this event will be sent out in due course.

EVENT DETAILS

Norden Farm
Arts Centre

 Wednesday 21
October –
Saturday 7
November

st

th

 5–10pm

 Free entry

mailto:media@furzeplatt.net
mailto:media@furzeplatt.net
mailto:media@furzeplatt.net
mailto:media@furzeplatt.net
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WORLD MENTAL HEALTH DAY 

Dear Parents/Carers,

This week marked World Mental Health Day on 10
October. Please be aware of the support available for young
people if they are struggling with their mental health. 

th

The safeguarding team can be contacted on
safeguarding@furzeplatt.net

For urgent CAMHS crisis support in Berkshire, call the
Berkshire Integrated Hub at 0300 365 1234 (8am-8pm
Monday-Friday) or 0800 129 9999 (out of hours).

Alternatively, you can report to your nearest Accident &
Emergency who will have integrated CAMHS teams to
provide assessment and support.

The below websites also offer support and advice 24/7
https://www.nhs.uk/every-mind-matters/supporting-
others/childrens-mental-health/
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/
https://www.kooth.com/ - Free online counselling for
children living in Windsor and Maidenhead.

Please do not hesitate to reach out to the safeguarding
team for support.

Miss L Lewis
Deputy Headteacher and DSL

 

 LEGALLY BLONDE JR. – REHEARSALS ARE
UNDERWAY! 

'Ohmigod, you guys!' Our students are already hard at work
rehearsing for our upcoming production of Legally Blonde
Jr., coming to the stage in February!

Our Dance Studio has been full of energy as the cast gets to
grips with their singing, choreography and performance
skills, bringing this fabulous show to life.

There’s plenty of hard work ahead, but we can’t wait to see
everything come together and share the results with you in
February! 

mailto:media@furzeplatt.net
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https://www.google.com/search?q=Berkshire+Integrated+Hub&rlz=1C1GCEB_enGB1124GB1124&oq=CAMHS+crisi+team+berkshire&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIJCAEQABgNGIAEMggIAhAAGBYYHjINCAMQABiGAxiABBiKBTINCAQQABiGAxiABBiKBTINCAUQABiGAxiABBiKBTINCAYQABiGAxiABBiKBTIHCAcQABjvBTIKCAgQABiABBiiBNIBCDgxNTdqMGo0qAIAsAIB&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&safe=active&ssui=on&mstk=AUtExfBFnV_AprpTjq5EdSphz0npLGK65HWvzLHItRTx9YHjayhRuBKy3GkLRcIKSPyomLVon1Yoi55sj6psaj41RQEHpML87KWDxIgQTOr-4P3mR7hgqPuNUJtKeX1p4yZFIEM&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwj_sZqk6aaRAxUnVkEAHXx2MkEQgK4QegQIARAC
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https://www.youngminds.org.uk/
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YEAR 9 GEOGRAPHY FIELDWORK
WEST WITTERING 

Year 9 Geographers enjoyed some great days at West
Wittering beach this week, putting their classroom learning
into practice in a real-world setting. Students collected
beach data, completed field sketches, and investigated
coastal management, developing valuable fieldwork and
enquiry skills along the way.

Despite - as Dr Morrison writes, students experiencing
various weathers, they showed excellent enthusiasm and
determination. Indeed, the conditions provided an authentic
fieldwork experience and gave them a strong opportunity to
demonstrate fantastic teamwork and perseverance.

It was wonderful to see students embracing these visits with
such positive attitudes while working in a beautiful coastal
environment. 

UCAS CREATE YOUR FUTURE
EXHIBITION

Our Year 12 and 13 students enjoyed an inspiring visit
to the UCAS Create Your Future Exhibition at London’s
ExCeL Centre yesterday, where they explored the
exciting range of opportunities available across the
creative industries.

Students had the chance to speak directly with
universities, colleges and conservatoires about creative
courses, find out more about apprenticeships from
industry employers, and hear first-hand experiences
from current students, apprentices and employees
already working in the sector. They also gained
valuable advice from UCAS experts and careers
advisers to help shape their next steps.

A fantastic day of inspiration, networking and future
planning, helping our students take the next step
towards careers in areas such as art, design, media,
fashion, music, film, drama and more. 

If you have any news items you wish to feature in our newsletter please email: media@furzeplatt.net 
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SCIENCE FAIR

Do you have a question you've always wanted answered?
Then you have a Science Fair project!

Students in Years 7, 8 and 9 are invited to take part in our
Science Fair, which forms part of the prestigious National
Science & Engineering Competition. This is a fantastic
opportunity for aspiring scientists, engineers and innovators
to explore a topic that fascinates them and showcase their
discoveries.

Taking place on Thursday 25 February, the Science Fair
encourages students to investigate a scientific question,
carry out research and experiments, and present their
findings to judges and visitors. Projects can be completed
individually or in groups of up to three students.

th 

Why take part?

All participants will have the opportunity to attend a
school trip to the Big Bang Fair in Birmingham.
Winners will receive trophies and rosettes.
Lots of House Points are available.
Winning projects will be entered into the National
Science & Engineering Competition at The Big Bang Fair,
with the chance to win £500.
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SPARX SCIENCE CHAMPIONS OF THE WEEK

Great work from our top ten scientists this week!

Getting started

Read the Science Fair student guide sent via
email.
Decide on a question you would like to
investigate.
Research your topic using books, websites
and other reliable sources.
Consider the science behind your prediction
and planned experiment.
Watch similar investigations and experiments
to develop your ideas.
Speak to your science teachers or attend
Science Club every Tuesday in S10 for
support and guidance.

Students should submit their proposed project
idea to Mrs McElliott before the Christmas
holidays.

Whether you're interested in biology, chemistry,
physics, engineering or environmental science,
this is your chance to discover something
amazing and compete on a national stage! 

Good luck to all our scientists!

mailto:media@furzeplatt.net
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SCHOOL CLUBS 

Term 2: November to Christmas

On Friday 23  October parents and carers of students in all
year groups will be sent e-mail invites for next term’s clubs.
The email will be headed Furze Platt Senior School with the
email address evolve.furzeplattsnrvisits@edufocus.co.uk and
the links will be safe for you to click on to confirm your child’s
attendance. 

rd

If you do not receive an email please check your junk / spam
folders. 

 Next week, it’s pumpkin time!

Gardening Club students will be getting creative by
designing and carving their own pumpkins – a perfect
activity for the spooky season!

If you have any news items you wish to feature in our newsletter please email: media@furzeplatt.net 
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CLUBS LIST FOR NEXT WEEK 

BOOK CLUB
What Should We Read Next? 

On Wednesday, our Book Club members were busy
discussing which books they would like to nominate for the
Berkshire Book Awards longlist! It was fantastic to hear
students sharing their ideas, talking about their favourite
reads and discovering new books together.

Do you love reading, enjoy chatting about books or want to
discover your next favourite story? Come and join us! 

Every Wednesday
3.15–4.00pm
School Library
Open to all year groups
Sign up through EVOLVE to join our friendly group.
Whether you’re a keen reader or simply looking for your
next great book, everyone is welcome!

Your paragraph text

More from our library...

CROCHET CLUB
Learning New Skills!

 Our Crochet Club is proving really popular, and it’s
fantastic to see so many beginners making great
progress! From learning the basic stitches to creating
their own projects, students are developing new skills,
creativity and confidence along the way.

Fancy giving crochet a go? Whether you’re a
complete beginner or already have some
experience, come along and join the fun!

 Every Monday                     
3.15–4.00pm
School Library                      
Open to all year groups

 
Sign up through EVOLVE to get involved!

And over to our keen gardeners...

GARDENING CLUB
From Conkers to Pumpkins! 

This week, our Gardening Club held its first-ever FPSS
Conker Tournament! There were plenty of smiles, competitive
spirit and good fun as students took part. 
But the seasonal fun doesn’t stop there…

Your paragraph text

Everyone is welcome!
Students from all year

groups can take part, but
you must sign up
through Evolve to

participate.
We look forward to

showcasing our FPSS
pumpkin creations! 

https://www.furzeplatt.com/page/?title=School+Clubs+and+Academic+Support+Clinics+Schedule+2022%2D23&pid=504
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 PTFA 200 CLUB

Could you be one of our next winners? 

We're always looking for new members to join the 200 Club.
Not only could you win a large prize every month, but you'll
also be directly supporting projects and opportunities that
benefit our students.

 Join today or visit our website under Parents > The PTFA for
more details about the PTFA at Furze Platt. Click the link or
QR code below to join!

More members = bigger support for our school community.
Thank you for getting involved! 

 

If you have any news items you wish to feature in our newsletter please email: media@furzeplatt.net 
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OPEN EVENING FEEDBACK PRIZE DRAW 

Thank you to everyone who attended our recent
Open Evening and took the time to complete our
feedback survey. The responses received have
provided valuable insights and will help us continue
to enhance our events and communications for
prospective families.

We are delighted to announce that Mr Hawkins was
randomly selected as the winner of our Open
Evening Feedback Prize Draw and will be receiving
a £10 Amazon voucher. 

We would like to thank all families who attended
and shared their feedback. We were pleased to
welcome so many prospective students and
parents to Furze Platt Senior School and look
forward to supporting them as they make their
secondary school choices.

Parents and carers of students in Year 11 are
invited to our Sixth Form Open Evening on
Thursday 26th November from 6-9pm.
 

CLICK HERE TO JOIN THE 200 CLUB

https://donorbox.org/furze-platt-senior-school-ptfa-200-club-monthly?fbclid=IwY2xjawU_Bo5leHRuA2FlbQIxMABwZG9mAWJyaWQRMWVEMENQMmRDdHVxaVpuREtzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEeKCFaB_RKlD8b3IaVzLpGio25eKOF_6wcfuT0U0gFuLTvhYdaZpBYPBwCyv8_aem_sbabhWmFRLd1F6x9fgNpWg
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OUTDOOR AND ADVENTUROUS ACTIVITIES IN PE!

At Furze Platt, our PE curriculum includes the Outdoor
and Adventurous Activities programme, giving students
opportunities to develop their physical skills, challenge
themselves and work towards personal improvement.

The students pictured have been working on improving
their speed and agility, developing their ability to
accelerate, change direction quickly and move with
control.
These activities help students build fitness,
coordination and confidence while putting their skills to
the test. 
Well done to everyone getting involved, pushing
themselves and continuing to thrive and ACHIEVE! 

If you have any news items you wish to feature in our newsletter please email: media@furzeplatt.net 
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INTRODUCING THE FORGE

Our new strength and conditioning programme,
The Forge, has officially begun, with selected
Year 9 and Year 10 students getting to work this
week!

Following a presentation and application
process, our athletes were selected to take part
in this exciting programme, designed to help
them develop their physical performance and
work towards their individual sporting goals.

The programme brings together athletes from a
fantastic range of sports, including rugby,
football, swimming, rowing, basketball, athletics,
cross country, hockey, netball and cricket.
This week, students began their mobility, priming
and strengthening work, laying the foundations
for future progress.  Great work everyone!

A C H EM B I T I O U S O L L A B O R A T I V E A P P Y I N T E G R I T Y
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WEEKLY HOUSE POINTS

9343 7673 7548 7408

Our winners this week are
from Eagle House!

Brilliant effort Eagles, keep it
up!

🎃 A REMINDER OF OUR HOUSE PUMPKIN CHALLENGE!
      DEADLINE NEXT FRIDAY

Students are invited to take part in the House Pumpkin
Challenge by carving or decorating a pumpkin at home with
their families.

Simply email a photo of your finished creation to
hoh@furzeplatt.net by Friday 23rd October to be awarded
bonus House Points.

We're looking forward to seeing this year's fantastic designs.
Here are some of the brilliant entries from previous years to
inspire you!

LIVE PARENT WEBINAR: 

‘HOW TO SUPPORT YOUR CHILD

THROUGH GCSE AND

 A-LEVEL ENGLISH AND MATHS’

Tuesday 20th October 6.30-7.30pm 

Elevate Education has added an extra webinar to its
parent programme:

'How to Support Your Child Through GCSE and A-Level
Maths and English' is on Tuesday 20th October from
6.30pm - 7.30pm.

The session will be led by Sarah Montgomery (English)
and Max Wells (Maths) and will provide practical advice
on how parents can support students in these key
subjects throughout their studies.

As places are limited, we encourage you to register as
soon as possible using the link below:
Register for the webinar

Recent Note Taking webinar: 
Click here to watch the Note Taking webinar recording

mailto:media@furzeplatt.net
mailto:media@furzeplatt.net
mailto:media@furzeplatt.net
mailto:media@furzeplatt.net
mailto:media@furzeplatt.net
mailto:media@furzeplatt.net
mailto:hoh@furzeplatt.net
https://go.elevateeducation.com/uksnaprevise
https://events.zoom.us/egj/ArUXRkFpioGz5QBu0t1xhcY2jfkWels2JDA11NnCYrPEI-cq76u3~AyXFRNmLlOmUT73Q-vGLRnRtS3oRGtVk3-GqEHtAYGk6YFmkGg-vuiMrrFD4Q


If you have any news items you wish to feature in our newsletter please email: media@furzeplatt.net 
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