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Newsletter -  Issue #79.9 

F U R Z E PLATT  FOCUS 

Monday 15thJune – Thursday 18th June 2026 

MESSAGE FROM THE HEADTEACHER 

 

Year 11 Graduation 

With Year 11 examinations finally complete, on Wednesday 

we said goodbye to our Year 11 students and their families 

in our Graduation Ceremony. We 

were delighted to be joined by  

The Worshipful, the Mayor of the 

Royal Borough of Windsor and 

Maidenhead, Councillor Siân Martin 

as well as our Chair of Governors, 

Katie Mair.  

 

I am grateful to both for sharing their 

educational experiences and life 

lessons. 

During Graduation, our Head of Progress, Nic Jones, 

Pastoral Manager, Jemma Barney, and the Year 11 Tutor 

Team shared their memories of students before families 

and students moved onto the field as mortar boards were 

thrown in the air and many photographs taken. It was great 

to hear our community recalling school and life events that 

they have shared over the previous sixteen years.  

 

Many thanks to James Dollery and his team for leading on 

this event. We look forward to the Year 11 and 13 Proms. 

You can read Mr Jones’ speech on pages 6 and 7 of this 

newsletter. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
ALL EVENTS 

SPORTS CALENDAR 

PTFA 

UPCOMING EVENTS -  WEEK B 

FRI 19 
JUNE  INSET Day  

MON 22 - FRI 26 
JUNE  Year 10 Work Experience Week  

THU 25  &  FRI 26  
JUNE  Year 12 Taster Days  

MON 29 - FRI 3 
JUNE    JULY  Year 12 Work Experience Week  

TUE 30 / WED 1  
JUNE /  JULY  Year 6 Taster Days  

WED 1  -  FRI 10 
JULY  

Year 10  Turtle Conservation 

Project, Greece 
 

THU 2 
JULY  

Performing Arts Summer 

Showcase 
 

THU 2 
JULY  Year 5 Open Morning (2)  

FRI 3 
JULY  INSET Day  

SAT 4  
JULY  PTFA Second Hand Uniform Sale 

11am-

1pm 

SUN 5 -  WED 8 
JULY  

Year 12 Geography to 

Nettlecombe 
 

THU 9 
JULY  Art Show  

THU 9 
JULY  Year 9 Enrichment Afternoon  

FRI 10 
JULY  Year 10 Enrichment Afternoon  

MON 13 
JULY  

Year 12 Careers Day (changed 

from 30th June) 
 

FRI 17 
JULY  End of Term 6 

12.30pm 

finish 

SCHOOL TERM DATES 

mailto:media@furzeplatt.net
http://www.furzeplatt.com/calendar/?calid=4&pid=11&viewid=10
http://www.furzeplatt.com/
https://twitter.com/furze_platt
https://www.facebook.com/furzeplattsenior/
http://www.furzeplatt.com/calendar/?calid=3&pid=11&viewid=4
https://www.furzeplatt.com/page/?title=The+PTFA&pid=41
https://www.furzeplatt.com/page/?title=Term+Dates&pid=184
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If your child would like to be considered for a subject 

change (we can no longer guarantee that a subject change 

request will fit), please contact both myself and Mr 

Sheppard. No option changes will take place over the 

summer holidays. 

From September, please approach Mr Sheppard about 

any changes as I will be doing a different role and will no 

longer be overseeing options. The deadline for any class 

changes is Friday 18
th
 September 2026. 

I wish your child the best of luck with their future GCSE 

studies. 

Yours sincerely, 

Miss L Stirling, GCSE Options Lead 

 

PERFORMING ARTS SUMMER SHOWCASE 

THURSDAY 2ND JULY AT 7PM 

 

This year's Performing Arts Summer Showcase will feature 

a range of performances from many of our Music and 

Drama students. 

Some work has been produced as part of their drama and 

music lessons and others in extra-curricular clubs in 

drama, music and dance. The whole evening will be run by 

Technical Theatre Club who will be the lighting, set and 

costume designers plus Front of House and Stage 

Managers. 

Tickets are £5 for adults and £3 for under 18 / over 65. 

Book via the link below: 

We look forward to seeing you there! 

We look forward to welcoming many of our Year 11 

students back into Sixth Form next year. For those 

saying goodbye, we wish you well and do share news of 

your future adventures.  

 

Duke of Edinburgh 

Congratulations to all our students who have undertaken 

their DoE Qualifying Expedition this week. With over 150 

participating either in Bronze or Silver awards, there 

were a considerable number of FPSS students 

navigating the countryside in high temperatures. Well 

done to all those who completed the expedition 

successfully and many thanks to our staff who co-

ordinate these adventures. 

 

INSET Day Friday 19th June 

A reminder that school will be closed tomorrow and we 

reopen on Monday 22nd June. 

 

Have a lovely weekend. 

 

Take care, 

 

Dr Andrew J Morrison (BA Hons, PGCE, MA, PhD) 

 

PLEASE CLICK HERE TO BOOK YOUR TICKETS  

YEAR 9 OPTIONS 

Year 9 students have 

been emailed 

confirmation of the 

GCSE option subjects 

they have been 

allocated.  The email has been sent to student’s school 

email address. They do not need to respond to confirm 

the options are correct, but please do get in contact if 

you notice any errors. 

mailto:media@furzeplatt.net
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/furzeplatttheatre
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YEAR 7 WARWICK CASTLE TRIP 

 

Due to the high temperatures forecast for Monday, students 

may wear their school PE kit if they wish; please ensure they 

have suncream, sunhats and water. 

 

A reminder of the groups/dates: 

Monday 22
nd

 June- 7f/Hi1 7f/Hi2 7f/Hi3  

 

Tuesday 23
rd

 June- 7f/Hi4, 7p/Hi1, 7p/Hi2  

 

Monday 29
th
 June – 7p/Hi3, 7p/Hi4, 7p/Hi5  

 

SENIOR STUDENT TEAM 2026-2027 

 

We are delighted to announce our Senior Student team for 

the next academic year! 

Senior Students: Pablo and Sofia 

Deputy Senior Students: Zach, Anna and Leo 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There was a very high standard of applicants this year, 

thank you to everyone who applied. 

 

They will be following 

in the footsteps of an 

outstanding Senior 

Student team this year.  

A heartfelt thank you to 

our 2025-26 Senior 

Students Ed and 

Sophie, and to Deputy 

Head Students Sara, 

Fred and Archie. 

REMINDER: LAPTOP-ONLY DEVICES FOR          
LEARNING 
 
As a reminder, our school is a laptop school for learn-

ing. iPads and tablet devices are not permitted for use in 

lessons. 

Please ensure your child leaves their iPad or tablet at 

home and attends school each day with their laptop and 

charger, fully prepared for learning. 

Thank you for your continued support. 

 

FREE WEBINAR 

 

How to Get (& Keep) 

Your Child Motivated 

Tuesday 23rd June 6-7pm 

 

• Use praise and reassurance to motivate your child  

• Set effective and relevant goals for your child   

• Help your child stay motivated long-term   

CLICK HERE FOR FREE WEBINAR  

mailto:media@furzeplatt.net
https://go.elevateeducation.com/ukparentwebinar
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SIXTH FORM RAISE AND GIVE 

Raising money for Thames Hospice 

 

On Tuesday 7th July, our Sixth Form Raise and Give 
team will be selling face painting, ice lollies, giant 
House hands and more! Bring cash or a card 

Prices are in the poster below. Please click the link 
below to give permission for facepainting. 

All money raised goes to Thames Hospice. 

PTFA PRE-LOVED UNIFORM SALE 

SATURDAY 4
TH

 JULY 11AM –1PM 

Our PTFA invite you to this year’s Pre-Loved Uniform 

Sale, to be held in our Music Department.  

If you have any donations of clean, branded schoolwear, 

please can you bring them in to Reception.  

 

Helpers needed: Can you spare an hour or two to help 

at the sale? We need helpers for a couple of hours on 

Friday 3
rd

 July to help set up, 6pm - 8pm, and then 

helpers on Saturday 4
th

 July 10am - 2pm, to finish setting 

up, for the sale itself (11am- 1.pm), and then to pack up 

afterwards. You don't need to stay for the whole time, any 

help at all is appreciated! Please email 

PTFAUniform@furzeplatt.net to let us know how you can 

help. Thank you very much.  

REMINDER: LAPTOP-ONLY DEVICES FOR          
LEARNING 
 
As a reminder, our school is a laptop school for learn-

ing. iPads and tablet devices are not permitted for use in 

lessons. 

Please ensure your child leaves their iPad or tablet at 

home and attends school each day with their laptop and 

charger, fully prepared for learning. 

Thank you for your continued support. 

CLICK HERE TO GIVE PERMISSION FOR FACEPAINTING 

mailto:media@furzeplatt.net
mailto:PTFAUniform@furzeplatt.net
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=usroApmywUCtVD3UEC1Aruk0Pk4EjMlMn7Yl0RxMC9dUNU5OTjhNUkdGVVVTT1NCT1BYOTdPU1RYOC4u
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YEAR 10 TURTLE CONSERVATION, GREECE, 

JULY 2027 

Information evening  

Wednesday 24
th

 June 7pm Furze Platt Theatre 

For students currently in Year 9 

 

We will be running a trip to Kefalonia, Greece next 

summer for next year’s Year 10 students (those 

currently in Year 9). 

We have been partnering with Flooglebinder, a travel 

and conservation company, for the last three years. 

They are the first B-Corp certified travel company and 

are experts in delivering educational programmes that 

create change for people and the planet.  

During the 9-day trip students will get hands on 

experience of turtle conservation, they will learn about 

their anatomy and the important role they play in an 

ecosystem. As well as how to protect them and the 

anthropogenic impacts that are affecting their distribution 

and behaviours. 

Given the school’s own sustainable trip targets, we are 

confident that this trip can provide the students with an 

unforgettable experience while ensuring minimal social 

and environmental impact on the ecosystem. Turtles 

here we come! 

To find out more about the trip we are inviting parents 

and students to an information evening on Wednesday 

24
TH

 June at 7pm in the school theatre, with our 

partners Flooglebinder where you can learn more about 

the adventure and ask questions. 

More information can also be found here 

URL: https://flooglebinder.co.uk/destinations/furze-

platt-greece-26/ 

 

 

Password: Greece 

 

We look forward to seeing you on 24
th 

June. 

YEAR 8 WILDLIFE CONSERVATION AND 

SUSTAINABILITY TRIP - WALES 2027 

Information evening invite 

Wednesday 24
th

 June 2026 – 6pm School Theatre 

For students currently in Year 7 

 

We will be running a trip to Pembrokeshire, Wales again 

in the Summer of 2027 for next year’s Year 8 students 

(those currently in Year 7). 

We have been partnering with Flooglebinder a travel and 

conservation company for the last three years. They are 

the first B-Corp certified travel company and are experts 

in delivering educational programmes that create change 

for people and the planet.  

On this 4-day adventure in South Wales, students will be 

immersed in all thing’s wildlife, conservation, and 

sustainability. The Expedition also works on 

teambuilding, communication, and personal development 

skills. 

Itinerary Overview 

Day 1 – Bug Farm – Learn about sustainable protein 

sources, get up close and personal with the bugs and if 

you fancy it try some delicious food in the restaurant 

made from insect protein! 

Day 2 – Coasteering – navigate the sea cliffs of 

Pembrokeshire with a qualified instructor, climbing the 

rocks and jumping into the sea. 

Day 3 – Boat tour and Explore St David’s – Take a trip 

around Ramsey Island by boat to see the seals and bird 

life, if you’re lucky you might get a glimpse of the 

dolphins! 

Day 4 – sustainability presentations and workshops on 

the beach – explore the rock pools on the beach and 

learn about the uses of seaweed and the effect micro 

plastics are having on our marine life. 

To find out more about the trip we are inviting parents 

and students to an information evening on Wednesday 

24
TH

 June at 6pm in the school theatre, with our partners 

Flooglebinder where you can learn more about the 

adventure and ask questions. 

More information can also be found here: 

URL: https://flooglebinder.co.uk/destinations/wales-

furze-platt-school-27/  

 

Password = wales 

 

We look forward to seeing you on 24
th 

of June. 

Mr D Randall, Outdoor Education and Enrichment 

Coordinator 

mailto:media@furzeplatt.net
https://flooglebinder.co.uk/destinations/furze-platt-greece-26/
https://flooglebinder.co.uk/destinations/furze-platt-greece-26/
https://flooglebinder.co.uk/destinations/wales-furze-platt-school-27/
https://flooglebinder.co.uk/destinations/wales-furze-platt-school-27/
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 There have been good times, there have also been 

challenging times and times when things did not go to 

plan. Times when you felt under pressure and times 

when you maybe doubted yourself.  

  

But what has always impressed me about this year group 

is your resilience.  

You kept going, You learned to adapt and you learned 

that setbacks are not failures; they are opportunities for 

growth.  

You have hopefully learned that success is not about 

never failing, but about giving it another go.  

  

As your Head of Progress, I have had the privilege of 

watching you develop into mature, thoughtful, and 

ambitious young people. You are no longer the shy, quiet 

students who arrived at school years ago. You are young 

adults with experiences, character, and a story to tell.  

   

Each of you has overcome obstacles. Each of you has 

shown determination. And as I told you in our first 

assembly in Year 8 all those years ago, each of you has 

unlimited potential.  

   

Your future is not defined by one exam result, one 

challenge, or one difficult moment.  

It is defined by your attitude, your courage, your 

willingness to work hard, and your determination to keep 

moving forward.  

So as we close this chapter and you move on to the next 

chapter of your lives, remember the lessons Furze Platt 

has tried to instil into you.  

   

Be resilient.  

Be kind.  

Work hard.  

Support one another.  

Believe in yourself, even when things feel difficult.  

And when you achieve success - and I have no doubt 

that you will - remember to give something back.  

   

Give your time, give your encouragement, give your 

kindness and your love.  

Help others as you have been helped, because true 

success is not only about what you achieve for yourself, 

but about the positive impact you have on others and the 

ones looking up to you.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Good afternoon everyone,  

   

Parents, carers, colleagues, and most importantly, our 

incredible Year 11 students.  

   

Today is a moment to pause and reflect on a remarkable 

journey. For some of you, it may feel like only yesterday 

that you walked through the school gates for the first time. 

For others, it may feel like this moment has taken a lifetime 

to arrive. Either way, here we are.  

What a journey it has been. This year group has 

experienced so much together and endured some 

challenging times.  

  

You’ve shared tutor times where important conversations 

were had, friendships were strengthened, and hopefully 

countless laughs were enjoyed.  

You’ve sat together in assemblies, celebrating 

achievements, recognising effort, and reminding yourselves 

of the values that define us.  

   

You’ve been observed and tested, been on the end of 

difficult conversations, and challenged to raise your 

standards and believe in yourselves.  

Some of you have had unforgettable experiences beyond 

the classroom: the incredible trip to Greece, the Geography 

field trips, Ski trips and the Duke of Edinburgh Awards, 

where you pushed yourselves physically and mentally, 

discovering strengths you may not have known you had.  

 

I want to pay recognition to the individual that has been 

there for you all from the moment you stepped through the 

doors of FPSS to the time that you leave. The person that 

has been there to talk through worries, successes and to 

simply check in with. The person who would do anything 

and everything for each of you – Mrs Barney.   

 

mailto:media@furzeplatt.net
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PLEASE CLICK HERE TO SEE CYCLISTS’ HIGHWAY CODE 

Year 11, it has been an absolute privilege to be part of 

your journey; I have learned so much from you and will 

always treasure this knowledge.  

I am so incredibly proud of everything you have 

accomplished and even more excited about what lies 

ahead for all of you.  

Go forward with confidence, with ambition and knowing 

that you are all capable of extraordinary things.  

   

Thank you, Year 11, for the memories, the laughter, the 

challenges, and the moments that have made this year 

group unforgettable.  

I am so proud of all of you, and I cannot wait to see what 

you do next. As it said in my book from you all, it’s not 

goodbye, just see you soon.  

Good luck, Year 11 - and thank you.” 

 

MEET A GOVERNOR 

THANK YOU 

...for all the wonderful messages sent to our staff 

for Thank a Teacher day. 

They were all very much appreciated. 

 

CYCLING TO AND FROM SCHOOL 

 

We are thrilled that so many of our pupils choose to cycle 
to school.  Whilst we encourage this practice, we ask 
parents to support in some messaging about safe and 
courteous cycling. 

 

We have had several reports of near misses 
where  students have been  cycling at speed, on the 
pavements near Gringer Hill bridge.  Please remind 
children to be mindful and courteous of pedestrians and 
the speed at which cyclists are travelling. 

 

We recommend all pupils cycling wear a helmet and are 
aware of the highway code for cyclists 

 

 

 

Miss L Lewis, Deputy Headteacher 

This week we find out more about Mari, Parent Governor. 

mailto:media@furzeplatt.net
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/the-highway-code/rules-for-cyclists-59-to-82
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YEAR 5 OPEN MORNING SCHOOL TOURS 

 

We are delighted to invite prospective students and 

families to our Year 5 Open Morning Tours! 

 

• Thursday 2nd July | 9:05–10:10am 

Please call 01628 625308 (during term time) to book a 

tour.  Tours must be booked in advance. 

A small number of SEND tours will also be available on 

these dates - please specify your preference when 

booking. 

 

MAIN SCHOOL OPEN EVENING 2026  

Thursday 1st October 

6:00–8:00pm 

Furze Platt Senior School 

Come and explore our school, meet staff and students, 

discover our curriculum and experience life at FPSS. 

All welcome, no booking required. 

 

 

 

 Year 10 Visit to The Making of Harry Potter Studio 

Tour  

Our Year 10 students studying Art & Design, 

Construction, Drama, Engineering, Fashion & Textiles, 

Music and Product Design recently enjoyed an inspiring 

visit to The Making of Harry Potter at Leavesden 

Studios. 

The trip included a specialist workshop and a behind-the

-scenes tour of the world-famous film sets, giving 

students a unique insight into the creativity, 

craftsmanship and technical expertise involved in 

bringing a major film production to life. 

From prop making and concept art to set construction, 

costume design and mechanical effects, students were 

able to see how skills from a wide range of creative and 

technical subjects are applied in industry. The visit 

highlighted the many exciting career pathways available 

within the creative, engineering and entertainment 

sectors. 

A fantastic day of inspiration, creativity and real-world 

learning, helping students see how the subjects they 

study today can lead to exciting opportunities in the 

future. 

Well done to all students for representing FPSS so 

brilliantly throughout the visit. 

mailto:media@furzeplatt.net
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SCHOOL CLUBS - TERM 6 

 

The emails to book clubs for next term have been sent 

out today (Friday 22nd May). Please do not delete these 

emails as more clubs may be added. Please check junk/

spam folders if the email from edufocus  

(evolve.furzeplattsnrvisits@edufocus.co.uk) is not found. 

To sign up for My EVOLVE for club overviews, follow 

these steps: 

1. Click the link in the email. 

2. Press the ‘create account’ button. 

 

 

CLUBS LIST FOR NEXT WEEK 

UPDATE FROM GARDENING CLUB 

Look at this brilliant Privit Hawk moth Jimmi found whilst 

we were weeding our lavender.  Our nature garden is 

thriving!  

mailto:media@furzeplatt.net
mailto:evolve.furzeplattsnrvisits@edufocus.co.uk
https://www.furzeplatt.com/page/?title=School+Clubs+and+Academic+Support+Clinics+Schedule+2022%2D23&pid=504
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       4675        4109            4444         4030 

 

 HOUSE WINNERS THIS WEEK 

 

 

 

 

 

            

Well done to all 

this week’s 

House winners - 

it’s the Eagles! 

Great work and 

points this 

week. 

 

WEEKLY  

HOUSE  

POINTS 

THE WEEK IN PE 

 

 

 

mailto:media@furzeplatt.net
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SUMMER F.U.E.L (Feed Ur Everyday Lives) 

PROGRAMME 

 For Parents and Carers of students receiving 

benefits-related free school meals 

For summer the F.U.E.L. team have created a letter to 

parents explaining how and where to book which can be 

viewed here: 

Summer FUEL will be going live through the EEQU booking 

system on FRIDAY 19th JUNE at 14:00.  

 

All eligible children will have access to 16 sessions at any 

club across the summer. 

 

Once the bookings go live, please book through this link -  

 

If you are a new parent and haven't made a booking before 

please click this link -  

 

For more information please visit the website - 

The FUEL Project Team 

Safeguarding to use: Online safety  

 

What is Omoggle? 

 Omoggle is a new anonymous video chat site where 

users are paired with strangers and rated on their 

appearance by an AI algorithm. It's become a popular 

platform within the "mogging" trend where people are 

compared and ranked based on their looks - which has 

been growing quickly across platforms like Twitch and 

TikTok.  

  

Why is it a concern? 

 The site's anonymous nature means young people can 

end up in an unmoderated space being judged on how 

they look, with no oversight. This kind of content is linked 

to body image issues, low self-esteem, and bullying, and 

it's particularly concerning for younger, more 

impressionable users.  

 

Please be vigilant of your child’s online activity and have 

open dialogue with them around what they are accessing. 

 

For further advice and guidance the Furze Platt online 

safety hub has a wealth of information around keeping 

children safe online  

 

As part of our online safety work Furze Platt 

purchases an online safety support platform for parents. 

 

 

The Online Safety Hub is a online resource with lots of 

expert advice and guidance to help you manage your 

child's safety online as a parent. 

 

It includes information on the latest hot topics when it 

comes to keeping children safe, such as how to manage 

your child's screen time, understanding the latest gaming 

platforms, what they mean for your child’s safety and lots 

more. 

 

Furze Platt families are offered a free Qustodio account 

facilitating parental controls on any 2 devices and free 

premium access for 30 days. This will allow you to gain 

more visibility on what’s going on in your child’s online 

world. You will have the ability to block dangerous content, 

introduce screen-free schedules, receive alerts for 

inappropriate content, keep tabs on their location and 

more. 

 

Miss L Lewis, Designated Safeguarding Lead 

CLICK HERE TO ACCESS FREE QUSTODIO ACCOUNT 

CLICK HERE TO ACCESS LETTER TO PARENTS/CARERS 

CLICK HERE TO BOOK (FROM 19TH JUNE) 

NEW PARENTS - CLICK HERE TO FIND OUT MORE 

CLICK HERE TO ACCESS F.U.E.L. WEBSITE 

mailto:media@furzeplatt.net
https://www.qustodio.com/en/get-started/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jnMmuihM8MFe_Q1qVmbbgZdERGoGf2bh/edit
https://eequ.org/royalboroughofwindsorandmaidenheadfuel
https://help.eequ.org/en/articles/220821-quick-guide-on-how-to-book-a-haf-session
https://rbwm.afcinfo.org.uk/pages/community-information/information-and-advice/fuel-holiday-activities-and-food-programme/fuel-booking-process
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