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Newsletter -  Issue #79.8 

F U R Z E PLATT  FOCUS 

Monday 8thJune – Friday 12th June 2026 

MESSAGE FROM THE HEADTEACHER 

 

The Bees’ Needs 

I was delighted to learn this week that our Gardening Club 

have won a 'Bees Needs' award from the Department for 

Environment, Food and Rural Affairs 

and have been invited to receive their 

award from the Minister of Nature, 

Mary Creagh CBE MP, at RHS 

Wisley. Many congratulations to our 

students, as well as Mrs Cook and Dr 

Graham, who lead this enrichment 

opportunity. 

 

Year 8 Wales Visit 

I met students returning from Wales on Wednesday, tired 

but having thoroughly enjoyed their visit. They were 

particularly enthusiastic about many of the activities with 

Coasteering being apparently a favourite.  

Thanks to all the parents, carers and staff who made the 

visit possible. Photos can be found on pages 8 and 9 of this 

newsletter. Current Year 7 parents and carers are invited to 

a meeting for the Wales 2027 visit (details on page 4). 

 

Key Stage Three Big Bang Science Fair and Oxford 

Visit 

A number of our Key Stage Three students also had visits 

to the Science Fair and Oxford on Thursday. Again, 

students seem to have really enjoyed these experiences 

designed by colleagues to take learning beyond the 

classroom. Photos can be found on page 6. 

 

Year 9 PPEs 

While colleagues go above and beyond to enrich students’ 

learning, we know that ultimately some of our success will 

be judged in the exam room. Congratulations to Year 9 

students who have sat their PPEs over the last couple of 

weeks. From speaking to them I know that there has been 

various amounts of revision done and this has impacted 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
ALL EVENTS 

SPORTS CALENDAR 

PTFA 

UPCOMING EVENTS -  WEEK A 

TUE 16 
JUNE  Year 5 Open Morning (1)  

WED 17  
JUNE  Year 11 Graduation  

WED 17  - FRI 19 
JUNE  Silver DofE Qualifying Expedition  

THU 18 
JUNE  Year 11 Prom  

THU 18  - FRI 19 
JUNE  

Bronze DofE Qualifying 

Expedition 
 

FRI 19 
JUNE  INSET Day  

MON 22 - FRI 26 
JUNE  Year 10 Work Experience Week  

THU 25  &  FRI 26  
JUNE  Year 12 Taster Days  

MON 29 - FRI 3 
JUNE    JULY  Year 12 Work Experience Week  

TUE 30 / WED 1  
JUNE /  JULY  Year 6 Taster Days  

WED 1  -  FRI 10 
JULY  

Year 10  Turtle Conservation 

Project, Greece 
 

THU 2 
JULY  

Performing Arts Summer 

Showcase 
 

THU 2 
JULY  Year 5 Open Morning (2)  

FRI 3 
JULY  INSET Day  

SAT 4  
JULY  PTFA Second Hand Uniform Sale 

11am-

1pm 

SUN 5 -  WED 8 
JULY  

Year 12 Geography to 

Nettlecombe 
 

THU 9 
JULY  Art Show  

THU 9 
JULY  Year 9 Enrichment Afternoon  

FRI 10 
JULY  Year 10 Enrichment Afternoon  

MON 13 
JULY  

Year 12 Careers Day (changed 

from 30th June) 
 

FRI 17 
JULY  End of Term 6 

12.30pm 

finish 

SCHOOL TERM DATES 

mailto:media@furzeplatt.net
http://www.furzeplatt.com/calendar/?calid=4&pid=11&viewid=10
http://www.furzeplatt.com/
https://twitter.com/furze_platt
https://www.facebook.com/furzeplattsenior/
http://www.furzeplatt.com/calendar/?calid=3&pid=11&viewid=4
https://www.furzeplatt.com/page/?title=The+PTFA&pid=41
https://www.furzeplatt.com/page/?title=Term+Dates&pid=184


 

If you have any news items you wish to feature in our newsletter please email: media@furzeplatt.net 

2 A M B I T I O U S   C O L L A B O R A T I V E    H A P P Y    I N T E G R I T Y   E N D U R A N C E   V E R S A T I L I T Y   E X C E L L E N C E  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

on how they feel their exams have gone. I hope this is a 

lesson well learnt before GCSEs commence and good 

luck to all students for the results. 

 

Examinations and Graduation 

Sitting the ‘real thing’ are our Year 11 and 13 students, 

along with some in other years taking language GCSEs. 

We have been really impressed by students’ 

commitment. We are nearly at the end so keep going! 

 

Finally, we look forward to marking the end of Key Stage 

Four with students and their families at our Year 11 

Graduation next Wednesday. 

 

Have a lovely weekend. 

 

Take care, 

 

Dr Andrew J Morrison (BA Hons, PGCE, MA, PhD) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School will be closed for all year groups on the 

upcoming INSET days: Friday 19th June and Friday 3rd 

July. 

 

 

YEAR 11 LEAVERS’ EVENTS 

 

Prom: If your son/daughter is attending this event they 

will not need a ticket. We have a list of attendees and 

will be checking the list on entry. 

 

Graduation: When tickets for graduation were booked, 

an email confirmation was emailed to parents and 

carers. Please show this confirmation on arrival. 

 

On the day of the Graduation ceremony students should 

arrive at school by 3.45pm at the latest in order to 

change into their gowns. They will meet their Tutors in 

the English block. School uniform should be worn 

(although it is not necessary to wear a blazer). 

Please note, parents should arrive from 4pm (not 

earlier) for the Graduation Ceremony. 

On Graduation Day, students will also be expected to 

return any outstanding learning resources (e.g. text 

books) which belong to the school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHANGE TO COMMUNICATIONS  

 

To help us enhance our communication with parents, 

going forward we are moving to a new system - Arbor.  

 

 

 

 

 

Arbor allows us to simplify communication between 

school and home and ensure everything is easily 

accessible in one place. 

If you have not done so already, please can you check 

your spam/junk folders and add Arbor communications 

to your accepted emails.  Thank you. 

 

INSET DAYS 

- FRIDAY 19TH JUNE 

- FRIDAY 3RD JULY 

YEAR 7 WARWICK CASTLE  

TRIP GROUPS 

 

On each of the following dates there will be 3 History 

classes visiting Warwick Castle. These are the dates 

they will be attending: 

 

Monday 22
nd

 June- 7f/Hi1 7f/Hi2 7f/Hi3  

Tuesday 23
rd

 June- 7f/Hi4, 7p/Hi1, 7p/Hi2  

Monday 29
th
 June – 7p/Hi3, 7p/Hi4, 7p/Hi5  

Classes can be found on students’ timetables. 

mailto:media@furzeplatt.net
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PTFA PRE-LOVED UNIFORM SALE 

SATURDAY 4
TH

 JULY 11AM –1PM 

Our PTFA invite you to this year’s Pre-Loved Uniform 

Sale, to be held in our Music Department.  

If you have any donations of clean, branded schoolwear, 

please can you bring them in to Reception.  

 

Helpers needed: Can you spare an hour or two to help 

at the sale? We need helpers for a couple of hours on 

Friday 3
rd

 July to help set up, 6pm - 8pm, and then 

helpers on Saturday 4
th

 July 10am - 2pm, to finish setting 

up, for the sale itself (11am- 1.pm), and then to pack up 

afterwards. You don't need to stay for the whole time, any 

help at all is appreciated! Please email 

PTFAUniform@furzeplatt.net to let us know how you can 

help. Thank you very much.  

REMINDER: LAPTOP-ONLY DEVICES FOR          
LEARNING 
 
As a reminder, our school is a laptop school for learn-

ing. iPads and tablet devices are not permitted for use in 

lessons. 

Please ensure your child leaves their iPad or tablet at 

home and attends school each day with their laptop and 

charger, fully prepared for learning. 

Thank you for your continued support. 

NATIONAL THANK A TEACHER DAY 

WEDNESDAY 17
TH 

JUNE 2026 

 

 

 

National Thank a Teacher Day will be celebrated on 

Wednesday 17
th 

June 2026. 

As always, we will be celebrating every single person who 

makes school life special, from classroom assistants and 

librarians to dinner helpers and everyone who keeps 

things running. They all deserve that special thank you. 

Send a Free Limited Edition Card 

Want to make someone's day? Send a free limited edition 

e-card to a special teacher, support staff member or even 

a whole school team before National Thank a Teacher 

Day.  

It is free, only takes a moment and can mean so much.   

Thank you for your support.  

CLICK HERE TO THANK A TEACHER OR  

MEMBER OF OUR SUPPORT STAFF 

The UK-wide celebration of all teaching 

and support staff is back! 

mailto:media@furzeplatt.net
mailto:PTFAUniform@furzeplatt.net
https://thankateacher.co.uk/thank-a-teacher/thank-a-teacher-form/
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YEAR 10 TURTLE CONSERVATION, GREECE, 

JULY 2027 

Information evening  

Wednesday 24
th

 June 7pm Furze Platt Theatre 

For students currently in Year 9 

 

We will be running a trip to Kefalonia, Greece next 

summer for next year’s Year 10 students (those 

currently in Year 9). 

We have been partnering with Flooglebinder, a travel 

and conservation company, for the last three years. 

They are the first B-Corp certified travel company and 

are experts in delivering educational programmes that 

create change for people and the planet.  

During the 9-day trip students will get hands on 

experience of turtle conservation, they will learn about 

their anatomy and the important role they play in an 

ecosystem. As well as how to protect them and the 

anthropogenic impacts that are affecting their distribution 

and behaviours. 

Given the school’s own sustainable trip targets, we are 

confident that this trip can provide the students with an 

unforgettable experience while ensuring minimal social 

and environmental impact on the ecosystem. Turtles 

here we come! 

To find out more about the trip we are inviting parents 

and students to an information evening on Wednesday 

24
TH

 June at 7pm in the school theatre, with our 

partners Flooglebinder where you can learn more about 

the adventure and ask questions. 

More information can also be found here 

URL: https://flooglebinder.co.uk/destinations/greece

-furze-platt-school-27/ 

 

Password: Greece 

 

We look forward to seeing you on 24
th 

June. 

Mr D Randall, Outdoor Education and Enrichment 

Coordinator 

YEAR 8 WILDLIFE CONSERVATION AND 

SUSTAINABILITY TRIP - WALES 2027 

Information evening invite 

Wednesday 24
th

 June 2026 – 6pm School Theatre 

For students currently in Year 7 

 

We will be running a trip to Pembrokeshire, Wales again 

in the Summer of 2027 for next year’s Year 8 students 

(those currently in Year 7). 

We have been partnering with Flooglebinder a travel and 

conservation company for the last three years. They are 

the first B-Corp certified travel company and are experts 

in delivering educational programmes that create change 

for people and the planet.  

On this 4-day adventure in South Wales, students will be 

immersed in all thing’s wildlife, conservation, and 

sustainability. The Expedition also works on 

teambuilding, communication, and personal development 

skills. 

Itinerary Overview 

Day 1 – Bug Farm – Learn about sustainable protein 

sources, get up close and personal with the bugs and if 

you fancy it try some delicious food in the restaurant 

made from insect protein! 

Day 2 – Coasteering – navigate the sea cliffs of 

Pembrokeshire with a qualified instructor, climbing the 

rocks and jumping into the sea. 

Day 3 – Boat tour and Explore St David’s – Take a trip 

around Ramsey Island by boat to see the seals and bird 

life, if you’re lucky you might get a glimpse of the 

dolphins! 

Day 4 – sustainability presentations and workshops on 

the beach – explore the rock pools on the beach and 

learn about the uses of seaweed and the effect micro 

plastics are having on our marine life. 

To find out more about the trip we are inviting parents 

and students to an information evening on Wednesday 

24
TH

 June at 6pm in the school theatre, with our partners 

Flooglebinder where you can learn more about the 

adventure and ask questions. 

More information can also be found here: 

URL: https://flooglebinder.co.uk/destinations/wales-

furze-platt-school-27/  

 

Password = wales 

 

We look forward to seeing you on 24
th 

of June. 

Mr D Randall, Outdoor Education and Enrichment 

Coordinator 

mailto:media@furzeplatt.net
https://flooglebinder.co.uk/destinations/greece-furze-platt-school-27/
https://flooglebinder.co.uk/destinations/greece-furze-platt-school-27/
https://flooglebinder.co.uk/destinations/wales-furze-platt-school-27/
https://flooglebinder.co.uk/destinations/wales-furze-platt-school-27/
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SCIENCE GUEST SPEAKER 

 

This week the Science department were 

delighted to welcome back Zoe Hopson 

as an alumna guest speaker.  

Zoe kindly gave up her time to speak with some of our 

current Year 12 students about her experiences of science 

in higher education and employment. Students and 

teachers alike enjoyed hearing her speak about her 

fascinating research dissertation about structures within 

DNA and her current work as a microbiology laboratory 

technician supporting in the testing of pharmaceutical drug 

samples.  

The talk gave students a brilliant insight into what early 

graduate employment is like and Zoe shared some 

wonderful tips and resources to help students with 

managing workload at university and making themselves 

standout when interviewing against other science 

graduates.  

Thank you Zoe! The science department hope to be able 

to share details of more alumni talks in the future. 

 

 

 

 

 SPARX SCIENCE – WINNERS!  

Well done to all our weekly winners for their 

ongoing dedicated to learning...keep it up!  

 

BIG BANG FAIR 

 

Students recently attended the East Midlands’ largest 

Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths (STEM) 

event, the Big Bang Fair. 

During the visit, students took part in a wide range of 

hands-on workshops, interactive activities and engag-

ing live shows. They also had the opportunity to explore 

potential STEM career pathways, speaking directly with 

scientists, engineers and technicians to gain first-hand 

insight into their roles. 

 Cont on p 6 

mailto:media@furzeplatt.net
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YEAR 5 OPEN MORNING SCHOOL TOURS 

 

We are delighted to invite prospective students and 

families to our Year 5 Open Morning Tours! 

 

• Tuesday 16th June | 9:05–10:10am 

• Thursday 2nd July | 9:05–10:10am 

Please call 01628 625308 (during term time) to book a 

tour.  Tours must be booked in advance. 

A small number of SEND tours will also be available on 

these dates - please specify your preference when 

booking. 

 

MAIN SCHOOL OPEN EVENING 2026  

Thursday 1st October 

6:00–8:00pm 

Furze Platt Senior School 

Come and explore our school, meet staff and students, 

discover our curriculum and experience life at FPSS. 

All welcome, no booking required. 

 

 

 

 

 

The event brought together a variety of employers 

and education providers, offering students valuable 

exposure to future opportunities in the STEM sector. 

It was an inspiring and thought-provoking 

experience, particularly for those already considering 

careers in these fields. 

mailto:media@furzeplatt.net
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SCHOOL CLUBS - TERM 6 

 

The emails to book clubs for next term have been sent 

out today (Friday 22nd May). Please do not delete these 

emails as more clubs may be added. Please check junk/

spam folders if the email from edufocus  

(evolve.furzeplattsnrvisits@edufocus.co.uk) is not found. 

To sign up for My EVOLVE for club overviews, follow 

these steps: 

1. Click the link in the email. 

2. Press the ‘create account’ button. 

 

 

 

 

 

CLUBS LIST FOR NEXT WEEK 

PE THIS WEEK 

A range of activities this week. from Fitness Club 

to tennis, with our PE staff and students making the 

most of any sunshine! 

 

mailto:media@furzeplatt.net
mailto:evolve.furzeplattsnrvisits@edufocus.co.uk
https://www.furzeplatt.com/page/?title=School+Clubs+and+Academic+Support+Clinics+Schedule+2022%2D23&pid=504
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YEAR 8 TRIP TO WALES 

After a scenic journey, our Year 8 students quickly settled into their 

accommodation at St Davids Bunk Barns. It was a fantastic start to the trip, with a 

member of the public praising our students for their excellent behaviour before we 

had settled in! 

Despite some heavy rain on the first night, we were delighted to wake to glorious 

sunshine on the beautiful working farm at Carn-Nwchwn, set within the stunning 

Pembrokeshire Coast National Park. 

Over the course of the visit, students enjoyed a range of exciting and enriching 

activities, including coasteering and boat trips along the coastline. They were fortunate 

to spot seals and puffins, and even had the opportunity to handle some jellyfish. 

Evening activities included visits to St Davids (Britain’s smallest city), relaxing yoga 

sessions, and storytelling around the campfire. 

We were incredibly lucky with the weather, enjoying sunny conditions as students explored the 

Welsh coastline. They took part in species identification and learned about the impact of 

plastic pollution. A visit to the Bug Farm provided further insight into sustainability, with many 

students bravely overcoming their fears to handle insects. 

Cont on next page 

mailto:media@furzeplatt.net
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdcGTy4FrN2XcjwJ7mW5W5Bq6VuNntsP6_jD4WhtLNpuaJWFw/viewform
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On the final morning, students delivered thoughtful and impressive presentations on sustainable business ideas, 

demonstrating both creativity and insight. 

We would like to extend a huge thank you to trip leader Miss Ridgley (Year 8 Head of Progress) and all staff who 

supported the trip, as well as the team at St Davids Bunk Barns for making it such a memorable experience. 

 

mailto:media@furzeplatt.net
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdcGTy4FrN2XcjwJ7mW5W5Bq6VuNntsP6_jD4WhtLNpuaJWFw/viewform
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       3817         3444        3862         3418 

 

 HOUSE WINNERS THIS WEEK 

 

 

 

 

 

            

Well done to all 

our Hawks who 

are this week’s 

House winners, 

narrowly 

preventing the 

Eagles from 

winning two 

weeks in a row 

by just 45 

points!. 

WEEKLY  

HOUSE  

POINTS 

MENINGITIS AWARENESS 

Following the recent Meningitis B outbreak in Reading it is 

important that we ensure our community is safe. Berkshire 

NHS Trust have sent us the following information to share: 

For any information about the recent meningitis cases in 

Reading please visit: 

NHS website  

or see the information available from two charities who offer 

free support via their websites and helplines: 

The Meningitis Research Foundation 

Helpline UK 080 8800 3344 

 

Meningitis Now: Helpline 0808 80 10 388 

 

YEAR 8 IMMUNISATIONS 

The NHS Berkshire Immunisation team will 

be visiting Furze Platt Senior School on Thursday 18th 

June to administer the human papillomavirus (HPV) 

vaccine. 

 

Please complete the consent form for your child using the 

links in the letter sent via Parentmail and 

include your school's unique code BK137740 

Kind regards 

School Medical Officer 

CLICK HERE FOR NHS WEBSITE 

CLICK HERE FOR MENINGITIS RESEARCH FOUNDATION 

OR CLICK HERE TO EMAIL MENINGITIS NOW ORG 

CLICK HERE FOR MENINGITIS NOW ORG 

Super work from 

our Hawks - 

great team 

effort! 

MORE PRAISE 

FOR OUR 

STUDENTS! 

It is always lovely 

to hear about our 

students acting 

as wonderful 

ambassadors for 

themselves, their 

families and our 

school when they 

are out and 

about.  

“Polite...gentle… 

respectful...lovely 

manners”.  

Lovely 

comments, well 

done (and what a 

very cute dog)! 

 

mailto:media@furzeplatt.net
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/meningitis/
http://www.meningitis.org/
mailto:helpline@meningitisnow.org
http://www.meningitisnow.org/
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Safeguarding Focus: Vaping 

 

ASH research group states that 20% of 11–17-year-olds 
have tried vaping, an estimated 1.1 million. 7% of 
teenagers currently vape. 

 

5 things you need to know: 

The law 

It’s illegal to purchase nicotine vapes for under-18s in the 
UK. It is also now illegal for shops to sell single use 
disposable vapes. Possessing or using vapes with THC or 
Spice can also lead to legal trouble, including criminal 
charges as these are Class B drugs. 

 

Vaping is not risk-free 

While vaping is often marketed as safer than smoking, it 
still carries health risks - especially for young people. Vapes 
can contain harmful substances including nicotine, which is 
addictive as well as other chemicals and substance 

 

How to help your child  

 

Talk openly and early with your child 

Start conversations about vaping early, in a calm and non- 
judgmental way. Ask what they know, share facts, and 
listen to their views. This builds trust and keeps 
communication open. 

 

Be aware of the signs of vaping 

Look out for signs like sweet or fruity smells, increased 
thirst, nosebleeds, or changes in behaviour. Vapes can be 
small and easy to hide, so stay observant. 

Safeguarding to use: Online safety  

 

What is Omoggle? 

 Omoggle is a new anonymous video chat site where 

users are paired with strangers and rated on their 

appearance by an AI algorithm. It's become a popular 

platform within the "mogging" trend where people are 

compared and ranked based on their looks - which has 

been growing quickly across platforms like Twitch and 

TikTok.  

  

Why is it a concern? 

 The site's anonymous nature means young people can 

end up in an unmoderated space being judged on how 

they look, with no oversight. This kind of content is linked 

to body image issues, low self-esteem, and bullying, and 

it's particularly concerning for younger, more 

impressionable users.  

 

Please be vigilant of your child’s online activity and have 

open dialogue with them around what they are accessing. 

 

For further advice and guidance the Furze Platt online 

safety hub has a wealth of information around keeping 

children safe online  

 

As part of our online safety work Furze Platt 

purchases an online safety support platform for parents. 

 

 

The Online Safety Hub is a online resource with lots of 

expert advice and guidance to help you manage your 

child's safety online as a parent. 

 

It includes information on the latest hot topics when it 

comes to keeping children safe, such as how to manage 

your child's screen time, understanding the latest gaming 

platforms, what they mean for your child’s safety and lots 

more. 

 

Furze Platt families are offered a free Qustodio account 

facilitating parental controls on any 2 devices and free 

premium access for 30 days. This will allow you to gain 

more visibility on what’s going on in your child’s online 

world. You will have the ability to block dangerous content, 

introduce screen-free schedules, receive alerts for 

inappropriate content, keep tabs on their location and 

more. 

 

Miss L Lewis, Designated Safeguarding Lead 

CLICK HERE FOR SCHOOL SAFEGUARDING TEAM 

CLICK HERE FOR TALK TO FRANK WEBSITE 

CLICK HERE FOR NHS ADDICTION SUPPORT PAGE 

CLICK HERE TO ACCESS FREE QUSTODIO ACCOUNT 

mailto:media@furzeplatt.net
mailto:safeguarding@furzeplatt.net
https://talktofrank.com/drug/vapes
https://www.nhs.uk/better-health/quit-smoking/ready-to-quit-smoking/vaping-to-quit-smoking/
https://www.qustodio.com/en/get-started/
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