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Newsletter -  Issue #79.6 

F U R Z E PLATT  FOCUS 

Monday 18th May – Friday 22nd May 2026 

MESSAGE FROM THE HEADTEACHER 

 

Term 5 Congratulations 

Thank you for all your support since Easter. Whilst this 

term has been focused upon the examination season, as 

these newsletters evidence there has 

been an enormous amount occurring 

at FPSS - whether that be sporting 

success, competition excellence or 

the range of clubs and visits the 

school offers. In addition, we were 

able to share Ofsted Inspectors’ 

thoughts following their visit back in 

March. 

 

It has been great to see students’ Term 5 contributions 

recognised this week in a series of events and assemblies. 

Many congratulations to everyone who has received a 

comment, nomination or award. 

 

Examinations 

While Half Term is a break for many of us for our 

examination students it offers a chance to refresh and 

revise in readiness for the examinations after the break. 

Students have made a great start, so it is about keeping 

going. Thanks for all the support families are providing at 

home. 

 

Farewells 

The end of Term 5 also marks the last day at FPSS for a 

couple of colleagues. We say goodbye to Sally Jacobs 

from our Technology Team and one of our Learning 

Support Assistants, Aliyah Ashfaq. We wish them every 

success as she moves onto pastures new. 

 

Trips and Visits 

This week has seen students enjoy visits to Epping Forest 

and Royal Holloway University. The end of the week has 

also seen students on their Bronze and Silver Duke of  

UPCOMING EVENTS 
ALL EVENTS 

SPORTS CALENDAR 

PTFA 

 

 

 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS -  WEEK A 

MON 25 - FRI 29 
M AY May Holidays  

MON 1 
JUNE  Start of Term 6 (Week A)  

SUN 7 - WED 10 
JUNE  Year 8 Wales Conservation trip  

TUE 16 
JUNE  Year 5 Open Morning (1)  

WED 17  
JUNE  Year 11 Graduation  

WED 17  - FRI 19 
JUNE  Silver DofE Qualifying Expedition  

THU 18 
JUNE  Year 11 Prom  

THU 18  - FRI 19 
JUNE  

Bronze DofE Qualifying 

Expedition 
 

FRI 19 
JUNE  INSET Day  

MON 22 - FRI 26 
JUNE  Year 10 Work Experience Week  

THU 25 
JUNE  Year 12 Taster Day (1)  

FRI 26 
JUNE  Year 12 Taster Day (2)  

MON 29 - FRI 3 
JUNE       JUL Y  Year 12 Work Experience Week  

TUE 30 
JUNE  Year 12 Careers Day  

TUE 30 
JUNE  Year 6 Taster Day (1)  

WED 1 
JULY  Year 6 Taster Day (2)  

WED 1  -  FRI 10 
JULY  

Year 10  Turtle Conservation 

Project, Greece 
 

THU 2 
JULY  

Performing Arts Summer 

Showcase 
 

THU 2 
JULY  Year 5 Open Morning (2)  

FRI 3 
JULY  INSET Day  

SAT 4  
JULY  PTFA Second Hand Uniform Sale 

11am-

1pm 
SCHOOL TERM DATES 

mailto:media@furzeplatt.net
http://www.furzeplatt.com/calendar/?calid=4&pid=11&viewid=10
http://www.furzeplatt.com/
https://twitter.com/furze_platt
https://www.facebook.com/furzeplattsenior/
http://www.furzeplatt.com/calendar/?calid=3&pid=11&viewid=4
https://www.furzeplatt.com/page/?title=The+PTFA&pid=41
https://www.furzeplatt.com/page/?title=Term+Dates&pid=184
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PLEASE CONFIRM ATTENDANCE HERE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Edinburgh practice expeditions. I am sure they will return 

tired but having many memories to share. 

 

Greenpower Racing Team 

Good luck to our Greenpower team who will be racing at 

Goodwood and Castle Coombe over the next couple of 

weekends. 

 

Finally, I wish you all a lovely Bank Holiday and Half Term. 

 

Take care, 

Dr Andrew J Morrison (BA Hons, PGCE, MA, PhD) 

 

 

 

 

CLICK HERE TO READ OUR OFSTED REPORT 

CLICK HERE TO SEE OUR VIDEO 

SUMMER UNIFORM 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

You will be aware that as we enter Term 6 and/or the 

hotter summer weather, we review our policy on 

blazers. We are therefore writing to share that from the 

start of Term 6 blazers will not be compulsory. 

 

However, importantly please note: 

• All other aspects of uniform remain unchanged (e.g. 

shirts tucked in, skirt lengths, jewellery etc.). 

If students require an extra layer, then the blazer must 

be that first layer (before school jumpers or coats – 

hoodies remain banned). 

 

We would be grateful if you reinforce these expectations 

with your children. C1s will continue to be issued for 

uniform infringements. 

 

Please do encourage children to bring water bottles and 

keep cool as temperatures rise. 

 

We will return to compulsory blazers and regular school 

uniform in September. 

 

 

YEAR 12 UCAS MEETING 

THURSDAY 4TH JUNE, 5PM 

 

We recently launched the 2027 university application 

(UCAS) process with our Year 12 students.  

 

We would like to invite any Year 12 parents and carers 

who would like to know more about the UCAS process 

to a presentation in school. The majority of the 

information will concern university and higher education 

but there will be information on apprenticeships and 

alternative routes to higher education.  

 

The presentation will take place on Thursday June 4th, 

starting at 5pm in the school Theatre. In order to help us 

plan for the event, we would be grateful if parents/carers 

could complete the following form:                                                      

 

 

We look forward to seeing you there. 

 

Mr P Ging, Head of Sixth Form 

Ms A Palocsai, Assistant Head of Sixth Form (Year 12)  

 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Start of Term 6: Monday 1st June 

INSET Days: Friday 19th June and Friday 3rd July 

 

We are closed next week for the May holidays, school will 

reopen on Monday 1st June for a prompt 8.30am arrival. 

 

A reminder that next term we have two INSET days 

which will allow staff to work on activities in preparation 

for September and the new academic year. 

On these days the school will be closed for students: 

• Friday 19
th
 June (please note that there is one 

student doing an examination on this day – this exam 

will still go ahead) 

• Friday 3
rd

 July 

 

Thank you for your support as we continue to look to 

provide the highest quality of education for FPSS 

students. 

 

mailto:media@furzeplatt.net
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/EWh9K4v1Rm
https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/provider/23/137740
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w715C_n91_w
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YEAR 5 OPEN MORNING SCHOOL TOURS 

 

We are delighted to invite prospective students 

and families to our Year 5 Open Morning Tours! 

 

• Tuesday 16
th

 June | 9:05–10:10am 

• Thursday 2
nd

 July | 9:05–10:10am 

Please call 01628 625308 (during term time) to book a 

tour.  Tours must be booked in advance. 

A small number of SEND tours will also be available on 

these dates - please specify your preference when 

booking. 

 

MAIN SCHOOL OPEN EVENING 2026  

Thursday 1st October 

6:00–8:00pm 

Furze Platt Senior School 

We welcome prospective parents and carers to come 

and explore our school, meet staff and students, 

discover our curriculum and experience life at FPSS. 

All welcome, no booking required. 

Please share with anyone you think may be interested, 

thank you. 

PTFA PRE-LOVED UNIFORM SALE 

SATURDAY 4TH JULY 11AM –1PM 

Our PTFA invite you to this year’s Pre-Loved Uniform 

Sale, to be held in our Music Department.  

If you have any donations of clean, branded schoolwear, 

please can you bring them in to Reception. Thank you. 

mailto:media@furzeplatt.net
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TERM 5 STAR STUDENTS 

 

Term 5 has been another fantastic term across the 

school, and we are incredibly proud of our Star Students 

in each year group.  

These students have consistently demonstrated our 

ACHIEVE values through their ambition, integrity, 

collaboration, and commitment to excellence.  

Whether through outstanding effort in lessons, positive 

contributions to school life, supporting their peers, or 

showing determination to improve, each student has 

made a lasting impression on staff and fellow students 

alike.  

mailto:media@furzeplatt.net
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SCIENCE ALUMNI TALK 

MEET ZOE HOPSON  

Monday 8
th

 June 3:30 - 4:30pm in S5 

 

We are excited to welcome back former 

student Zoe Hopson for a special Science Alumni Talk! 

 

Zoe will be sharing insights into her university biochemistry 

studies, undergraduate research project and current role as 

a microbiology laboratory technician testing pharmaceutical 

drug samples for contamination. 

Topics include: 

• Studying biochemistry at university 

• Working in scientific laboratories 

• Research into proteins and frog embryo DNA 

• Careers in microbiology and pharmaceuticals 

Open to students in Years 10–13. 

Year 10 students must sign up in advance via Evolve (Term 

6 clubs – drop in clubs). 

No sign-up required for Year 12 students. 

A fantastic opportunity for students interested in science, 

research and future STEM careers!  

SPARX SCIENCE – WINNERS!  

Huge congratulations to our Sparx Science Term 

5 winners! These students have demonstrated 

impressive determination and progress. 

We’re incredibly proud of their hard work and 

enthusiasm for Science. Well done to all our Term 5 

winners and to our weekly winners for their ongoing 

dedicated to learning...keep it up!  

mailto:media@furzeplatt.net
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SCHOOL CLUBS - TERM 6 

 

The emails to book clubs for next term have been sent 

out today (Friday 22nd May). Please do not delete these 

emails as more clubs may be added. Please check junk/

spam folders if the email from edufocus  

(evolve.furzeplattsnrvisits@edufocus.co.uk) is not found. 

To sign up for My EVOLVE for club overviews, follow 

these steps: 

1. Click the link in the email. 

2. Press the ‘create account’ button. 

 

 

 

 

 

CLUBS LIST  

 

GARDENING CLUB SPRING CELEBRATION  

Gardening Club celebrated the end of spring in a very 

tasty way - by harvesting and enjoying homemade ox eye 

daisy fritters and pancakes!  

A huge thank you to Mrs Hirst for sharing her expertise 

and to the Food Technology department for the use of the 

kitchen.  Gardening Club is a fantastic opportunity for stu-

dents to get hands-on outdoors, learn new skills and work 

towards the skills or volunteering section of the DofE. We 

meet every Tuesday after school in S12, open to all years. 

mailto:media@furzeplatt.net
mailto:evolve.furzeplattsnrvisits@edufocus.co.uk
https://www.furzeplatt.com/page/?title=School+Clubs+and+Academic+Support+Clinics+Schedule+2022%2D23&pid=504
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GOLD DUKE OF EDINBURGH AWARD WINNER 

 

A huge congratulations to alumnus Benedict Scott, on 

completing his Gold Duke of Edinburgh’s Award and 

attending the prestigious Gold Award Celebration at 

Buckingham Palace this week. 

 

Well done, Benedict - what a fantastic and well-deserved 

celebration! 

 

 

ELEVATE EDUCATION 

FREE WEBINARS 

Elevate is an award-winning organisation that has been 

working with our school to help your sons and daughters 

become more effective learners. Your child’s ability to self-

motivate, manage their time and prepare effectively will be 

a crucial factor to guarantee their success over this 

academic year. 

 

Join Elevate for their webinar series where they will show 

parents how to best support your child and access 

resources from previous recordings via the link below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER FOR FREE WEBINAR 

 

SAMSUNG SOLVE FOR TOMORROW COMPETITION 

 

Many congratulations to Amy Shuttleworth and Alice 

Young (Year 9) whose success was celebrated in the 

local press. 

 

‘Students from Furze Platt Senior School have reached 

the national final of the Samsung Solve for Tomorrow 

Competition in London, having been selected as one of 

just nine finalist teams from over 2,000 young people 

who took part across the UK. 

  

Year 9 students Alice Young and Amy Shuttleworth 

represented the school, showcasing an innovative limb 

band and app designed to proactively prevent injury 

using smart technology. Their idea demonstrated an 

impressive combination of creativity, technical 

understanding, and a clear focus on solving real-world 

problems. 

  

Earlier this year, as part of their journey to the final, the 

school welcomed visitors from Samsung and partners 

Tech We Can and Hark, who ran a hands-on workshop 

to help students turn their ideas into working prototypes. 

A wider group of pupils took part in the session, which 

focused on tackling real-world problems through creative 

thinking and practical design. Throughout the 

competition, the students were also mentored by the 

Head of B2B Customer Sales at Samsung, who 

supported them in developing and refining their idea. 

  

On the day of the final, the students pitched their idea to 

a panel of industry professionals, gaining valuable 

experience in presenting and discussing their work. The 

event was attended by senior figures from Samsung UK, 

representatives from the Greater London Authority and 

local MP Joshua Reynolds. Their project received the 

highest score in the Smarter Sport category for their age 

group, reflecting the quality of their idea and teamwork. 

  

A comment from Annie Towell who led the competition at 

the school as part of their More Able programme – “We 

are incredibly proud of the students’ hard work, 

innovation and commitment throughout the competition, 

which led them to the final. They consistently 

demonstrated our school ACHIEVE values with the 

ambition, collaboration and endurance they showed 

throughout their journey. Alice and Amy represented the 

school with professionalism and maturity and are a credit 

to the Furze Platt community”. 

 

mailto:media@furzeplatt.net
https://go.elevateeducation.com/ukparentwebinar
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Royal Holloway, University of London 

 

Year 10 students visited the Royal Holloway, University 

of London for an exciting opportunity to experience 

university life first-hand. 

 

During the visit, students: 

 - Toured the campus 

 - Learnt about higher education and university life 

 - Met and spoke with current university students 

 - Explored future pathways and aspirations 

 

Trips like this help students broaden their horizons and 

begin thinking about the exciting opportunities available 

after their GCSEs. 

 

What a brilliant day of inspiration, ambition and discovery 

 

 

 

 

 

Exam Phase 2 – Friday 

22.5.26 – Wednesday 17.6.25 (inclusive)  

From Friday 22nd May Exam Phase 2 starts. During this 

phase students will attend their exams and the associated 

revision sessions. When they are not in an exam or a 

revision session they will have Home Study, where they 

will be expected to be working at home preparing for their 

next exam. Access to the library to study during phase 2 is 

possible for limited number of students, however 

permission will need to be given by myself or Mr Jones in 

advance.  

  

Year 11 Shirt Signing will be held during P3 (in the main 

hall) on Tuesday 2
nd

 June, following the Physics Paper 1 

exam.  

  

If you have any queries, then please do not hesitate to 

contact me or Mr Jones. 

Mr J Dollery, Assistant Headteacher 

Leavers’ Hoodies: 

collection Tuesday 

2nd June 

Graduation: 

Wednesday 17th 

June at 4.30pm 

Year 11 Prom: 

Thursday  18th 

June 

mailto:media@furzeplatt.net
https://www.facebook.com/royalholloway?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZZYtsx8h_Gw5vgVgNsPJUhhMx-Vc9DJD-qL0kvHD_ugM2ssvGtQ7kM87FQFCs9qFOZYjHX8KWQUxuXdkmLrNsriZsGHxhXK1ENI5WITlB8LplEhJH_TVrobc2yUHdaofiS_jCLmIdE_SidNM-aZts5VBOYgJBVxYBxoiLujKNPEyM4oRRqSNYTFjyg1lA6IbVQ&__tn__=-%
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Tower of London 

 

Our Year 10 students had an amazing time visiting the 

Tower of London last week! 

 

The trip gave our students a deeper understanding of the 

Tower’s fascinating role and features in British history . It 

was a fantastic opportunity to bring learning to life and 

enrich their knowledge beyond the classroom with 

workshops on the Normans and a tour of the Tower of 

London. 

 

Students will now be able to apply what they learned 

directly to their GCSE studies, especially the Tower of 

London unit. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YEAR 8 PSHE: RSE 

As part of your child’s education at Furze Platt Senior 

School, we promote personal wellbeing and development 

through a comprehensive Personal, Social\, Health, 

Economic (PSHE) education programme. PSHE education 

is the curriculum subject that gives young people the 

knowledge, understanding, attitudes and practical skills to 

live safe, healthy and productive lives.  

 

I am writing to let you know that next half term, your child’s 

class will be taking part in lessons which will focus on the 

relationships and sex education (RSE) areas of the 

programme. RSE at Furze Platt will follow the Department 

for Education’s statutory guidance that came into effect 

September 2020. RSE lessons in Year 8 will include 

teaching about: types of relationships; forming and 

maintaining friendships; romantic relationships; consent; 

managing relationship and friendship breakdowns; and 

online safety, including the use and abuse of social media. 

  

The purpose of inclusive RSE at FPSS is to provide 

knowledge and understanding of safe and healthy 

relationships based on love and respect. This is to 

encourage the development of safe and healthy 

relationships in later life. The unit will equip students with 

the knowledge and skills to make informed and healthy 

choices; to build their confidence and skills to deal with 

situations they may encounter; to help them to stay safe 

and know where and how to ask for help if needed. 

 

PSHE education is taught throughout the school in every 

year group and is monitored and reviewed regularly by staff 

and governors at Furze Platt Senior School. All PSHE takes 

place in a safe, inclusive learning environment and is 

underpinned by our school ethos and values, 

 

If you would like more information about Furze Platt Senior 

School’s relationship and sex education policy, it can be 

found on our website (link on the next page) or please 

email lisa.stirling@furzeplatt.net 

 

 

CAN YOU HELP? 

Are you a small business owner and would like to come 

and talk to our Sixth Form students about your 

experience of launching your business? 

If you are interested, please email us via one of the 

links below. We look forward to hearing from you! 

 

Miss L Stirling, Head of PSHE 

PLEASE CLICK HERE TO 

EMAIL CLAIRE BEALE 

PLEASE CLICK HERE TO 

EMAIL AMY PALOCSAI 

mailto:media@furzeplatt.net
mailto:claire.beale@furzeplatt.net
mailto:amy.palocsai@furzeplatt.net
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POLITICS STUDENTS VISITED BY MP 

 

On Thursday we were delighted to have MP Joshua 

Reynolds in to speak to Year 12 Politics students. As 

Furze Platt alumnus, it was fantastic to have Joshua back 

in the classrooms he himself sat in several years ago. 

Pupils had the opportunity to hear his journey from 

studying Politics at Furze Platt, to a few years later, 

representing Maidenhead in Parliament.  

Students asked a series of thought provoking, and 

challenging questions of the MP and developed their 

understanding of the role of an MP, the challenges they 

face and parliamentary procedure. 

 

A huge thank you to Mr Reynolds for providing students 

with this opportunity. 

 

  

YEAR 9 PSHE: RSE 

As part of their education at Furze Platt Senior School, 

we promote personal wellbeing and development 

through a comprehensive Personal, Social, Health, 

Economic (PSHE) education programme to our 

students. PSHE education is the curriculum subject that 

gives young people the knowledge, understanding, 

attitudes and practical skills to live safe, healthy and 

productive lives.  

 

Over the next 7 weeks starting after May half term, our 

Year 9 classes will be taking part in lessons which will 

focus on the relationships and sex education (RSE) 

areas of the programme. RSE at Furze Platt will follow 

the Department for Education’s statutory guidance that 

came into effect September 2020. RSE lessons in Year 

9 will include teaching about: family life, parenting, the 

media and relationships, the portrayal and impact of 

sex in the media, online pornography, sexting and 

dangers of image sharing and consent. Students will 

have opportunities to ask questions that help prepare 

them for relationships of all kinds in the modern world. 

  

The purpose of inclusive RSE at FPSS is to provide 

knowledge and understanding of safe and healthy 

relationships based on love and respect. This is to 

encourage the development of safe and healthy 

relationships in later life. The unit will equip students 

with the knowledge and skills to make informed and 

healthy choices; to build their confidence and skills to 

deal with situations they may encounter; to help them to 

stay safe and know where and how to ask for help if 

needed. 

PSHE education is taught throughout the school in 

every year group and is monitored and reviewed 

regularly by staff and governors at Furze Platt Senior 

School.  

If you would like more information about Furze Platt 

Senior School’s relationship and sex education policy, it 

can be found on our website via the link below. 

As a school community, we are committed to working in 

partnership with parents. If you would like to find out 

more or discuss any concerns, please get in contact. 

Miss L Stirling, Head of PSHE 

PLEASE CLICK HERE FOR OUR RELATIONSHIP AND SEX 

EDUCATION POLICY 

mailto:media@furzeplatt.net
ttps://www.furzeplatt.com/attachments/download.asp?file=6902&type=pdf
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PLEASE CLICK HERE FOR YOUR FREE TICKET TO 

 BBC RADIO 4’S ANY QUESTIONS 

      

 

     

       7291         7847          7380         6404 

 

 HOUSE WINNERS THIS WEEK 

 

 

 

 

 

            

Our Falcons are 

this week’s winners 

for the second 

week in a row! 

Well done to you 

all. 

 

WEEKLY  

HOUSE  

POINTS 

 THANK YOU 

We would like to 

say a huge thank 

you to Tesco 

Express, whose 

representative 

came to our school 

to  donate free fruit 

to our students 

today which was 

distributed in the 

hall during Break 2 

(pictured with 

Headteacher’s PA 

Mrs Phillips). 

 

We are delighted to announce that we will be 

hosting BBC Radio 4’s flagship political 

discussion programme Any Questions? in our 

theatre on Friday 10 July, and we would be 

pleased to invite you to attend. 

The programme will be broadcast live and features 

a panel of four speakers responding to questions 

from the audience. It offers a unique opportunity to 

engage with politicians, policymakers, writers and 

public thinkers. 

The panel changes each week, and the show is 

broadcast live on Radio 4 immediately after the 

8.00pm news bulletin – giving you the chance to 

put your own question to the panel. Question 

cards will be available to complete on arrival.  

Doors open at 6.30pm and close promptly at 

7.15pm. The live broadcast will take place from 

8.00pm to 9.00pm. Admission is by ticket only via 

the link below. 

Please note that security checks will be carried out 

on entry. Any attendees under the age of 18 must 

be accompanied by an adult. Recording and 

photography during the broadcast are not 

permitted. 

Question cards will be available to complete on 

arrival. We very much hope you can join us. 

To book your free ticket on a first-come, first-

served basis, please click on this link:  

BBC RADIO 4 - ‘ANY QUESTIONS’ TO BE HELD AT 

We very much hope you can join us. 

Mrs J Bartram, Theatre Manager 

mailto:media@furzeplatt.net
https://www.ticketsource.com/furzeplatttheatre/bbc-radio-4-any-questions/e-dladdd
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdcGTy4FrN2XcjwJ7mW5W5Bq6VuNntsP6_jD4WhtLNpuaJWFw/viewform
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MENINGITIS AWARENESS 

Following the recent Meningitis B outbreak in Reading it is 

important that we ensure our community is safe. Berkshire 

NHS Trust have sent us the following information to share: 

**MENINGITIS OUTBREAK – IMPORTANT 

INFORMATION FOR PARENTS** 

For any information about the recent meningitis cases in 

Reading please visit: 

NHS website  

or see the information available from two charities who offer 

free support via their websites and helplines: 

The Meningitis Research Foundation 

Helpline UK 080 8800 3344 

Meningitis Now 

 

Helpline 0808 80 10 388 

 

YEAR 8 IMMUNISATIONS 

The NHS Berkshire Immunisation team will 

be visiting Furze Platt Senior 

School on Thursday 18
th 

June to administer the human 

papillomavirus (HPV) vaccine. 

 

Please complete the consent form for your child using the 

links in the letter sent via Parentmail and 

include your school's unique code BK137740 

Kind regards 

School Medical Officer 

CLICK HERE FOR NHS WEBSITE 

CLICK HERE FOR MENINGITIS RESEARCH FOUNDATION 

OR CLICK HERE TO EMAIL MENINGITIS NOW ORG 

CLICK HERE FOR MENINGITIS NOW ORG 

VARUN GROVER LIVE  

STAND-UP COMEDY  

AT FPSS THEATRE! 

BOOK TICKETS FOR ‘LOVE DEATH AND KETCHUP’ HERE 

mailto:media@furzeplatt.net
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/meningitis/
http://www.meningitis.org/
mailto:helpline@meningitisnow.org
http://www.meningitisnow.org/
https://micandcouch.com/portfolio/varun-grover-live-in-maidenhead/
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Safeguarding Focus: Vaping 

 

ASH research group states that 20% of 11–17-year-olds 
have tried vaping, an estimated 1.1 million. 7% of 
teenagers currently vape. 

 

5 things you need to know: 

The law 

It’s illegal to purchase nicotine vapes for under-18s in the 
UK. It is also now illegal for shops to sell single use 
disposable vapes. Possessing or using vapes with THC or 
Spice can also lead to legal trouble, including criminal 
charges as these are Class B drugs. 

 

Vaping is not risk-free 

While vaping is often marketed as safer than smoking, it 
still carries health risks - especially for young people. Vapes 
can contain harmful substances including nicotine, which is 
addictive as well as other chemicals and substance 

 

How to help your child  

 

Talk openly and early with your child 

Start conversations about vaping early, in a calm and non- 
judgmental way. Ask what they know, share facts, and 
listen to their views. This builds trust and keeps 
communication open. 

 

Be aware of the signs of vaping 

Look out for signs like sweet or fruity smells, increased 
thirst, nosebleeds, or changes in behaviour. Vapes can be 
small and easy to hide, so stay observant. 

Safeguarding to use: Online safety  

 

What is Omoggle? 

 Omoggle is a new anonymous video chat site where 

users are paired with strangers and rated on their 

appearance by an AI algorithm. It's become a popular 

platform within the "mogging" trend where people are 

compared and ranked based on their looks - which has 

been growing quickly across platforms like Twitch and 

TikTok.  

  

Why is it a concern? 

 The site's anonymous nature means young people can 

end up in an unmoderated space being judged on how 

they look, with no oversight. This kind of content is linked 

to body image issues, low self-esteem, and bullying, and 

it's particularly concerning for younger, more 

impressionable users.  

 

Please be vigilant of your child’s online activity and have 

open dialogue with them around what they are accessing. 

 

For further advice and guidance the Furze Platt online 

safety hub has a wealth of information around keeping 

children safe online  

 

As part of our online safety work Furze Platt 

purchases an online safety support platform for parents. 

 

 

The Online Safety Hub is a online resource with lots of 

expert advice and guidance to help you manage your 

child's safety online as a parent. 

 

It includes information on the latest hot topics when it 

comes to keeping children safe, such as how to manage 

your child's screen time, understanding the latest gaming 

platforms, what they mean for your child’s safety and lots 

more. 

 

Furze Platt families are offered a free Qustodio account 

facilitating parental controls on any 2 devices and free 

premium access for 30 days. This will allow you to gain 

more visibility on what’s going on in your child’s online 

world. You will have the ability to block dangerous content, 

introduce screen-free schedules, receive alerts for 

inappropriate content, keep tabs on their location and 

more. 

 

Miss L Lewis, Designated Safeguarding Lead 

CLICK HERE FOR SCHOOL SAFEGUARDING TEAM 

CLICK HERE FOR TALK TO FRANK WEBSITE 

CLICK HERE FOR NHS ADDICTION SUPPORT PAGE 

CLICK HERE TO ACCESS FREE QUSTODIO ACCOUNT 

mailto:media@furzeplatt.net
mailto:safeguarding@furzeplatt.net
https://talktofrank.com/drug/vapes
https://www.nhs.uk/better-health/quit-smoking/ready-to-quit-smoking/vaping-to-quit-smoking/
https://www.qustodio.com/en/get-started/
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