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Newsletter -  Issue #79.2 

F U R Z E PLATT  FOCUS 

Monday 20th April – Friday 24th April 2026 

MESSAGE FROM THE HEADTEACHER 

 

Examinations 

Congratulations to all our students who have completed 

examinations this week. It has been great to see their focus 

and determination to achieve. As we 

approach peak exam season, next 

week sees Year 10 GCSE Polish and 

Cantonese speaking exams, Year 11 

Art and Travel and Tourism, as well 

as Year 12 Health and Fitness. 

 

Thank you for your ongoing support 

for students and good luck to all 

involved.  

 

Year 7 Parents’ Consultation Evening 

On Thursday we had the pleasure of welcoming Year 7 

students and their parents and carers to FPSS for their first 

subject evening. Thank you for all your kind words about 

how well students have settled and their experience of 

secondary school. Colleagues shared a lot of praise about 

our Year 7 students who have made an excellent start to 

FPSS. As ever, there were some areas for development, 

and I know that these will have formed the basis of some 

discussions at home. We appreciate parents and carers for 

supporting us with these areas. 

 

Student Finalists - The Dynamic Duo need your vote! 

 Year 9 students Amy Shuttleworth and Alice Young have 

reached the final of the Samsung Solve for 

Tomorrow competition - an outstanding achievement, 

placing them in the top three for their age group. Next week 

they will be pitching their smart sports technology design to 

a panel of judges in London. 

 

They are also in the running for the People’s Choice 

Award and it would be fantastic to see their hard work on 

the design, prototype, and pitch recognised in this way. If  

 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
ALL EVENTS 

SPORTS CALENDAR 

PTFA 

you would like to vote for their design please use the links  

at the bottom of this page, scroll down to the relevant post 

and comment using the trainer emoji (as shown below).  

   

As ever, your support for our students is greatly appreciated. 

 

Take care, 

Dr Andrew J Morrison (BA Hons, PGCE, MA, PhD) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS - WEEK A 

SCHOOL TERM DATES 

MON 4 
M AY Bank Holiday Monday  

TUES 5 
M AY 

Year 6 Parents Induction 

Evening 
6.30-8pm 

WED 20 - FRI 22 
M AY Silver DofE Training Expedition  

THU 21 – FRI 22 
M AY Bronze DofE Training Expedition  

FRI 22 
M AY End of Term 5 

3.15pm 

finish 

MON 25 - FRI 29 
M AY May Holidays  

MON 1 
JUNE  Start of Term 6 (Week A)  

CLICK HERE TO 

VOTE ON 

FACEBOOK 

CLICK HERE TO 

VOTE ON LINKEDIN 

CLICK HERE TO 

VOTE ON 

INSTAGRAM 

mailto:media@furzeplatt.net
http://www.furzeplatt.com/calendar/?calid=4&pid=11&viewid=10
http://www.furzeplatt.com/
https://twitter.com/furze_platt
https://www.facebook.com/furzeplattsenior/
http://www.furzeplatt.com/calendar/?calid=3&pid=11&viewid=4
https://www.furzeplatt.com/page/?title=The+PTFA&pid=41
https://www.furzeplatt.com/page/?title=Term+Dates&pid=184
https://www.facebook.com/SamsungUK?locale=en_GB
https://www.linkedin.com/company/samsung-electronics-uk/posts/?feedView=all
https://www.instagram.com/p/DXWrmo0D3yX/?img_index=1
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Year 11 Leavers' Hoodies - deadline 

for orders Tuesday 5th May 

Leavers’ Hoodies can now be ordered 

via Hawkinsport on the link below. We 

will be in contact in due course with a 

collection date. 

 

Year 11 Exam Phase 1 - Thursday 7.5.26 – Thursday 

21.5.26 (inclusive)  

A reminder that there will be a full revision / final 

preparation programme throughout the exam period, 

with subject-specific preparation sessions as short a time 

as possible before the exam. (This will normally be the 

afternoon before a morning exam or the morning before 

an afternoon exam – where it does not clash with 

another exam.)  

 

During Exam Phase 1, students will either be in an 

exam, a revision session for that exam or in their normal 

lessons. When in normal lessons, students will have a 

choice of either working with their teacher for that subject 

or to revise for another subject – quiet study will be 

expected. However, students will not be expected to 

attend tutor time and will thus not be required in school 

until 8.45am if they have a 9.00am exam or 9.10am if 

they are going to normal lessons or a revision session. 

When students have an afternoon exam they will 

be permitted to leave the school site as soon as the 

exam finishes.  

  

Exam Phase 2 – Friday 22.5.26 – Wednesday 17.6.25 

(inclusive)  

Students will attend their exams and the associated 

revision sessions. When they are not in an exam or a 

revision session they will have Home Study, where they 

will be expected to be working at home preparing for 

their next exam. Access to the library to study during 

phase 2 is possible for limited number of students, 

however permission will need to be given by myself 

or Mr Jones in advance. Please contact us if you would 

like your child to be considered: 

(james.dollery@furzeplatt.net and nicolas.jones@furzepl

att.net).  

Details of the revision programme that will run during 

Exam Phases 1 & 2 will be shared once published.   

  

If you have any queries, then please do not hesitate to 

contact me or Mr Jones. 

Mr J Dollery, Assistant Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YEAR 11 LEAVERS’ EVENTS 

Graduation: Wednesday 17th June at 4.30pm 

Our formal Graduation Ceremony will take place on 

Wednesday 17th June at 4.30pm, to which Year 11 

parents and carers are warmly invited. Please note that 

due to the size of the Year 11 cohort and limited space 

in the Sports Hall, each family is limited to a maximum 

of 2 tickets (including younger children who need a 

seat).  

This is a free event, and Year 11 students do not need a 

ticket. To reserve your two family tickets, please book via 

the link below by Friday 22nd May. 

On the day students should arrive at school by 3.45pm at 

the latest in order to change into their gowns. They will 

meet their Tutors in the English block. School uniform 

should be worn (although it is not necessary to wear a 

blazer).  Please note, parents should arrive from 4pm - 

no earlier -  for the Graduation Ceremony. 

On Graduation Day, students will also be expected to 

return any outstanding learning resources (e.g. textbooks) 

which belong to the school. 

 

Year 11 Prom: Thursday 18th June 

Details of this year’s Year 11 Prom have been sent to 

Year 11 parents and carers this week. For more details 

please see Parentmail. 

BOOK GRADUATION TICKETS HERE 

CLICK HERE TO ORDER LEAVERS’ HOODIES 

mailto:media@furzeplatt.net
mailto:james.dollery@furzeplatt.net
mailto:nicolas.jones@furzeplatt.net
mailto:nicolas.jones@furzeplatt.net
http://www.ticketsource.com/furzeplatttheatre
https://www.hawkinsport.co.uk/search?q=leavers+hoodies+furze+platt&type=product&options%5Bprefix%5D=last
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WALES INFORMATION EVENING                     

Thursday 30th April 

The meeting for Wales ‘26 Pre Trip Information Evening 

will take place on: 

Date: Thursday 30th April 

Time: 6:00pm 

Location: School Theatre 

During the evening, we will provide important information 

about the upcoming residential trip, including: 

• Travel arrangements 

• Accommodation details 

• Planned itinerary 

• Kit list and packing guidance 

• Medical considerations 

• Food and dietary arrangements 

There will also be an opportunity for you to ask any 

questions you may have. 

We strongly encourage all parents/carers to attend, 

as this meeting will help ensure that both you and 

your child feel fully prepared for the trip. 

Save the date: Greece Turtle Conservation Trip 

Meeting, Thursday 14th May at 6pm (location tbc) 

Please ensure that your child brings their passport to the 

meeting so that we can take a copy for our records. 

Mr D Randall, Outdoor Education and Enrichment 

Leader 

WATER BOTTLES AND INHALERS 

 

As we move into the warmer summer months, please 

encourage your child to bring a named, refillable water 

bottle to school each day.  

 

Staying well hydrated is essential for your child’s health 

and wellbeing. 

Students who require inhalers should ensure they bring 

them to school daily. 

Thank you for your support. 

PE IN THE SUNSHINE 

We have been enjoying the beautiful weather in our PE 

lessons and have been making the most of being 

outside! 

mailto:media@furzeplatt.net
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Chemistry Olympiad Success!  

Congratulations to Saurav, Raph, Matej, Alexandros, 

Daniel, Namfon, Iqra, Tom, Imogen, Elenia, Edward, 

Daiki and Arnavi on their fantastic achievements in this 

year’s Royal Society of Chemistry Olympiad!  

With over 17,000 students taking part nationally - and 

fewer than 1,500 achieving Gold - our students 

performed exceptionally well: 

2 Gold Awards 

6 Silver Awards 

5 Bronze Awards 

This is our strongest set of results in many years - a 

brilliant reflection of their hard work, curiosity and 

commitment to excellence.  

The Chemistry Olympiad challenges students to think 

creatively and apply their knowledge to real-world 

scenarios, developing advanced problem-solving skills 

and a deeper understanding of the subject. 

The Chemistry Olympiad challenges students to think 

creatively and apply their knowledge to real-world 

scenarios, developing advanced problem-solving skills 

and a deeper understanding of the subject.  

An outstanding achievement - well done to all involved! 

The RSC Olympiad runs every year for Chemistry 

students in Year 13. Current Year 12 students will be 

able to sign up in the coming Autumn term.  

Science Fair 2026 

 

On Monday 16
th
 March we held our second Years 7-9 

Science Fair.  

mailto:media@furzeplatt.net
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The innovation and talent on display was incredible - our 

judges and visitors were extremely impressed. Thank you 

to all of the wonderful students, staff and parents who got 

involved. As well as our overall winners (pictured) , the 

science team have picked their personal winners below: 

 

Ms Malanchuk: 

Thomas and Isaac – Video game addiction – “I had a 

lovely conversation with Thomas and Isaac about the 

factors that can contribute to a gaming addiction. They 

gave me a lot of great advice for friends who may develop 

this addiction! Not only is this a relevant topic for teens, but 

a really interesting issue in the world of neuroscience.” 

Aayan – How does temperature affect mould growth 

on bread? – “This experiment followed excellent scientific 

method procedures, including a negative control! Your 

data was presented well with discussion about 

temperature on mould growth and made a very interesting 

read. Great work!” 

Tolomey, Thomas and Harry – Nerf gun accuracy – “I 

loved that Tolomey, Thomas and Harry defined the 

difference between accuracy and precision in their 

experiment. They had just the right amount of engagement 

(allowing Science Fair goers to try out the Nerf gun!) and 

good science in their presentation.” 

Matthew and Finley – Steak resting time – “Matthew 

and Finley are clearly steak connoisseurs - they 

demonstrated their findings with biological explanations for 

the tenderness of the steak after letting it rest. Well done!” 

Ginny – Extracting DNA from strawberries – “Ginny's 

artistic skills came in handy with her beautiful 

presentation. She had excellent photos of her DNA 

extraction, a very cool and visually impressive process.” 

Zoe and Alice – Comparing medicines – “Zoe and 

Alice's experiment had a great comparison between 

generic and name-brand painkillers. I also appreciated 

their "Which pill would you rather swallow?" survey 

question. The parameters of the experiment were clear, 

with multiple factors being compared.” 

Julio and Lucas – School carbon footprint – “Julio and 

Lucas put a huge amount of work in for this presentation, 

comparing different departments in the school. It was 

unfortunate that the Science department has the highest 

carbon footprint, but there are clear improvements to be 

made in the future.” 

 

Dr Graham: 

Thomas and Isaac – Video game addiction –  “A well 

designed scientific research project with a good yield of 

data, they were very knowledgeable of their project and 

drew some interesting conclusions.” 

Hirun – AI smart recycling bin – “This won the most 

innovative prize and for good reason - colourful and 

engaging display, embracing cutting edge technology. 

Hirun held his own with some tough questions from 

judges, well done.” 

Mya - Birds of prey -  “A personal favourite of mine, very 

ACHIEVE, very current. You were singled out for special 

commendation and presented your research data in an 

engaging and fun way.” 

Jake – F1 wind tunnel – “Worthy podium (haha) finish. 

Jake was knowledgeable and shared his work masterfully. 

We had a great conversation with some interesting and 

tough questions from judges and you showed you had a 

clear scientific method.” 

mailto:media@furzeplatt.net
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Zoe and Alice – Comparing medicines - “The most 

rigorous science on display of the night. Your research, 

knowledge and discussion were all on point and was a 

wonderful display of science at FPSS.” 

Julio and Lucas – School carbon footprint – “ You 

received special commendation and food for thought for 

judges. Using and basing your project around FPSS will 

always impress me, but this had heart, data and 

suggestions for the future, great science!” 

Luke – 3D printing – “Your project was very proudly 

presented and showed a clear interest in a novel 

technology. I would love to see an experiment using your 

items, such as comparing a 3D printed item like a fork with 

a metal one.” 

 

Mr Wright: 

Jake – F1 wind tunnel – “Jake's passion for F1 was 

palpable as he expertly explained the intricacies of 

aerodynamics in the sport. He also knew the subtle 

differences in each of his life-like models. Jake showcased 

his interest in physics and engineering and had a well-

designed system for testing the aerodynamics of his model 

cars. His results were surprising and presented clearly in a 

graph.” 

Mya – Birds of prey – “Mya's project was engaging and 

well presented. Mya meticulously gathered her data from 

reliable sources and had clear criteria for which bird of prey 

was to be deemed the best "all-rounder". I love that this 

incorporated the Furze Platt Houses for some extra 

competition!” 

 

Mrs McElligott: 

Hirun – AI smart recycling bin – “Hirun's project was very 

impressive, showcasing both creativity and technical skill. 

The AI-powered recycling bin was an innovative solution to 

a real-world problem. The model bins were great fun and 

very engaging for visitors at the science fair. Your project 

really stood out for its ingenuity and practical potential.” 

Xav and Fraser – Plants on Mars – “Your project was 

highly engaging and demonstrated impressive scientific 

curiosity. It was very imaginative and showed a strong 

understanding of experimental methods. The simulated 

sandstorm using sugar was a particularly creative touch, 

and the containers used for the different trials were 

carefully prepared and effective. Great work!” 

 

Mr Frankis: 

Dylan and Myron – Electrolysis – “Great to see you 

independently researching and learning about such an 

advanced topic. Excellent attempt at the live demonstration 

of testing the gases and thinking of the useful future 

applications.” 

Science Stars of the Week 

Great work from our young Scientist Stars of the week! 

Liam and Matti – How different wheels affect model 

car speed - “Great use of variables to test different design 

features in a fair and valid way. They also demonstrated 

interesting ideas about how they could go further and test 

other ideas too.” 

 

Mr Anderson: 

Theo, Eddy and Felix – Egg drop – “Your project was 

exceptional in its scope. It demonstrates the scientific 

process where you made an assumption and developed a 

hypothesis on the strength of eggshells. Through testing 

(experimentation) you have demonstrated that when the 

hard but brittle shell is removed, it reduces the actual 

breaking of the egg when dropped. Not only does this 

develop the scientific process, but it is a platform for 

further research and presentation of your concluded 

results.” 

 

Well done everyone!  

mailto:media@furzeplatt.net
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CLICK HERE FOR ELEVATE EDUCATION’S WEBINAR 

Live Parent Webinar: Ask Me 
Anything (Live Q&A) 

Tuesday 28th April 6:00-7:00pm (BST) 

BRONZE AND SILVER DOFE ASSESSOR REPORTS 

SUBMISSION DEADLINE: FRIDAY 24
TH

 APRIL  

 

Thank you to those of you who have already submitted 

assessor reports for the 3- and 6-month sections.  

Please see a reminder below of how to submit the 

assessor reports:          

• Log into eDofE to see which sections need reports 

submitting 

Here is a link to forward to the assessor to complete the 

report online: https://www.dofe.org/run/assessors-report 

Please remember: 

The assessor can be anyone over the age of 18 years, but 

they MUST be unrelated to you 

• The assessor will need your ID number, which can be 

found on your eDofE account near where your name and 

photo should be. 

• The dates recorded on the assessor report MUST 

reflect the start date of the section on eDofE. There are 

some sections that have not been approved yet because 

of this. Please log into eDofE to check. 

• If you are uploading photos of a written report, please 

ensure the whole page can be seen and read clearly. 

Some reports have not yet been approved because of this. 

Please log into eDofE to check. 

 

Miss D. Carty, DofE Volunteering, Skills, Physical and 

Gold Award Manager 

CLICK HERE FOR VIDEO ON SUBMITTING REPORTS 

CLICK HERE FOR ASSESSOR REPORT GUIDANCE 
Elevate Education also offer exam preparation 1:1 

support programmes  

 

If you're looking to help your child this term with: 

- Exam preparation 

- Time management 

- Stress management & mental wellbeing 

- Or beating procrastination  

Please click the link for more details: 

CLICK HERE FOR STUDY SKILL COACHING 

mailto:media@furzeplatt.net
https://go.elevateeducation.com/ukparentwebinar
https://www.dofe.org/run/assessors-report
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RX0lrfI3Uc8
https://www.furzeplatt.com/page/?title=D+of+E+Awards+Scheme+%2D+Bronze%2C+Silver+and+Gold&pid=292&action=saved
https://calendly.com/elevateukcoaching/coaching-information-call?utm_campaign=Coaching&utm_source=Parent%20Testimonial&month=2026-04
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          HOUSE WINNERS THIS WEEK 

 

 

 

 

 

            

Great work from 

our Hawks who 

this week’s 

winners! 

Well done to them 

all for their hard 

work and 

contributions to 

their House. 

SPEECH AND LANGUAGE SUPPORT 

 

Berkshire Healthcare NHS Foundation Trust would like 
to invite you to take part in our free online school-age 
language development workshops, run by the 
Berkshire Healthcare Speech and Language Therapy 
team. 

 

These workshops are designed to support parents and 
carers of school-aged children in primary school. They 
provide practical, easy-to-use strategies to help develop 
children’s language, communication and listening skills 
at home. 

 

The first workshops will be: 

 

 Wednesday 29th April, 9.30-10.30am  

Supporting children and young people with limited 
communication 

• Does your child struggle to pay attention to you? 

• Do they struggle to use words to communicate? 

The School Age Speech and Language Therapy Team 
will be sharing ways you can support your child’s 
speech, language and communication development. To 
register, please click the link below: 

 

 Monday 11th May, 1.30-2.30pm  

Supporting understanding of language in school 
age children 

• Does your child struggle to follow the instructions 
that are given to them? 

• Do they find it difficult to understand and answer 
questions? 

The School Age Speech and Language Therapy Team 
will be talking about different strategies that may 
support your child. 

To register please click the link below: 

 

 
The workshops are delivered online, so you can join 
from home, and there is no need for a referral. 

You can find details of the workshops and how to book 
a place here: 
 

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER FOR WEDS 29TH APRIL 

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER FOR MON 11TH MAY 

CLICK HERE FOR MORE ON BERKSHIRE HEALTHCARE 

NHS COMMUNICATION AND HEARING WORKSHOPS 

mailto:media@furzeplatt.net
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdcGTy4FrN2XcjwJ7mW5W5Bq6VuNntsP6_jD4WhtLNpuaJWFw/viewform
https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/9f117cd4-a067-44b3-8823-f86e8305a695@b5a4676b-e1c4-4c08-80a9-cf34a2d67324
https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/4d0c2040-6005-450f-bcb0-f6a8157959e4@b5a4676b-e1c4-4c08-80a9-cf34a2d67324
https://www.berkshirehealthcare.nhs.uk/advice/communication-and-hearing/school-age-language-development-workshops
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SCHOOL CLUBS - TERM 5 

 

Parents and carers of students received invitations  at 

the end of last term to book clubs for this term at Furze 

Platt Senior School. Please do not delete these emails 

as more clubs may be added. Check junk/spam folders 

if the email (evolve.furzeplattsnrvisits@edufocus.co.uk) 

is not found. To sign up for My EVOLVE for club 

overviews, follow these steps: 

1. Click the link in the email. 

2. Press the ‘create account’ button. 

 

 

 

Please note: 

• Bookings must be made through the original email 

invitations sent on 27th March. 

• To choose dates, please click on the activity name. 

• Avoid duplicating bookings for the same session. 

• Upper-year students may receive invitations to non-

relevant academic clubs; select only appropriate 

sessions. 

• To remove a student from a club, please email 

enrichment@furzeplatt.net  

 

 

CLUBS LIST FOR NEXT WEEK 

 

63 YEARS AT FURZE PLATT 

On 23rd April we celebrated 63 years since our school 

opened (as Furze Platt Secondary School).  

We welcome all ex students, members of staff, governors 

and friends of our school to join our alumni list, especially 

those parents and students who will be leaving us as the 

end of their time at Furze Platt draws near. 

PLEASE CLICK HERE TO FIND OUT MORE                

ABOUT OUR ALUMNI! 

mailto:media@furzeplatt.net
mailto:evolve.furzeplattsnrvisits@edufocus.co.uk
mailto:enrichment@furzeplatt.net
https://www.furzeplatt.com/page/?title=School+Clubs+and+Academic+Support+Clinics+Schedule+2022%2D23&pid=504
https://www.furzeplatt.com/page/?title=Alumni&pid=213
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Trunks Across The Thames 

Visit the Trunks Across The Thames trail, opening 

Monday 13th July - a free, family-friendly celebration 

of art, creativity and community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the meantime, you can still support our fundraising 

for Thames Hospice via the links below: 

DONATE TO THAMES HOSPICE HERE 

 

The Tree Council - Growing 

School Orchards 

Our school received a free school 

orchard / fruiting hedgerow from 

The Tree Council. Now, our FPSS 

community can help others benefit from wildlife-

sheltering, carbon-storing, fruiting school orchards and 

hedgerows too!  

 

CLICK HERE FOR CHARITY AUCTION (LOTS 1-500) 

Pre-Loved To Re-Loved Sale  

Our Raise & Give 

students are hosting a 

Pre-Loved Clothing 

Sale to raise money for 

Thames Hospice. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We’re calling on families with older teenagers - if you 

have any good-quality clothes or accessories suitable 

for Sixth Form students, we would love your donations! 

What we’re looking for: 

Smart wear, casual outfits, partywear, fancy dress, 

bags, hats, belts & jewellery (no shoes please) 

Sale Date: Wednesday 6th May 

During break times & REC (Sixth Form students) 

To donate, please contact: Claire.beale@furzeplatt.net 

or to the Sixth Form Office, clean, in good condition 

and on a hanger. Thank you for your support!  

CLICK HERE TO SUPPORT THE TREE COUNCIL  

mailto:media@furzeplatt.net
https://www.justgiving.com/page/fpss-thames-hospice
https://auctions.windsorauctions.co.uk/.../9635/windso10283
https://treecouncil.org.uk/who-we-are/support-us/donate-to-plant-and-protect-trees/
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