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Weekly Newsletter -  Issue #78.7 

F U R Z E PLATT  FOCUS 

Monday 23rd February - Friday 27th February 2026  

PTFA 

 

MESSAGE FROM THE HEADTEACHER  

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

Welcome to Term 4 

I hope that you and your families had a 

great half term with the chance for some 

rest and relaxation, as well as a few 

adventures. 

 

As we start Term 4 there is much to look forward to, 

including lessons, trips and activities including Geography 

Fieldwork, Science Fair, House Competitions and Ski Trip. I 

look forward to seeing students achieve much in Term 4. 

 

Upcoming Examinations 

While many of us were able to have a break over half term, 

for some of our students the next few weeks are less about 

relaxing and more about revising in readiness for upcoming 

examinations. Formal written examinations start in around 

seven school weeks and preceding these we have a variety 

of practical examinations. 

For example, good luck to our Year 11 students with their 

upcoming Food and Hospitality assessments and well done 

to our Year 13 on their Drama pieces this week. 

 

In addition, we have our Year 10 PPEs starting next week. 

It has been great to hear about some of their revision 

programmes, and I wish students all the best with these 

exams. 

 

House Captains 

Towards the end of last term I had the chance to meet with 

some of our House Captains to thank them for their 

fantastic leadership. 

 

They are responsible for running mini competitions across 

the school and working together to develop ideas for our 

ACHIEVE tutor time activities. 

 

ALL EVENTS 

SCHOOL TERM DATES 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

THU 12 
M ARCH  Year 8 Parents Evening 

3.45-

7.45pm 

THU 12 
M ARCH  Early Finish for all Year Groups 2.45pm 

FRI 13 
M ARCH  Late Start for all Year Groups 9.15am 

MON 16 
M ARCH  Science Fair  

WED 25 
M ARCH  Spring Concert  

THU 26 
M ARCH  

Year 10 Parents & Students’ 

Consultation Evening 

4.15pm-

7.15pm 

FRI 27 
M ARCH  End of Term 4 

12.30pm 

finish 

MON 30  M ARCH  -   

FRI 10 APRI L   Spring Holidays  

MON 13 APRI L   Start of Term 5 (Week A) 
8.40am-

3.15pm 

Next week (Week A) - Upcoming Events 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are really proud of their commitment and creativity.  

 

Welcome 

As the new term begins, I would like to welcome Sonia 

Kumar who joins our English team. 

 

Take care, 

Dr Andrew J Morrison (BA Hons, PGCE, MA, PhD 

mailto:media@furzeplatt.net
http://www.furzeplatt.com/
https://www.facebook.com/furzeplattsenior/
https://www.furzeplatt.com/page/?title=The+PTFA&pid=41
https://www.linkedin.com/authwall?trk=gf&trkInfo=AQF9_V6ku4-wdgAAAXUswoFQyYkpaGsTvbcuScVxPhjzNpXbQfpVvWmtz3WqEsd09SvpX5mbPTXW1VFBmVNwr_jzEsrc0iNBb586055SxkJN2GeCjtmnesrsuvA_YcFqHwgqtho=&originalReferer=https://www.google.com/&sessionRedirect=https%3A%2F%2F
https://www.furzeplatt.com/calendar/?calid=4&pid=609&viewid=10
https://www.furzeplatt.com/_site/data/files/pdf/How to Find and Pay for Trips and Other Items in Parentmail.pdf
https://www.furzeplatt.com/_site/data/files/pdf/How to Find and Pay for Trips and Other Items in Parentmail.pdf
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 YEAR 8 PARENTS' EVENING                          

THURSDAY 12
TH

 MARCH  

We are holding our Year 8 Parents Evening for parents 

and carers of students in Year 8 on Thursday 

12
th
 March.   

This event will be held in school from 3.45-7.45pm. 

This is an important opportunity to meet teachers and 

discuss your child's progress.  More details about 

booking appointments will be sent nearer the date. 

 

YEAR 10 WORK EXPERIENCE                                        

DEADLINE TO ADD PLACEMENTS - FRIDAY 27TH 

MARCH 

 

Year 10 Work Experience will take place from Monday 22
nd

 

– Wednesday 24
th 

June 2026. 

How to add your placement: 

• Agree the placement with the employer first 

• Log in to Unifrog (www.unifrog.org) 

• Scroll to ‘Placements’ and click ‘Add a placement’ 

 

Once submitted, Unifrog will automatically email the 

employer, parent/carer and school to collect permissions 

and key information. Please ensure all details are entered 

accurately for the process to run smoothly. 

 

 
CLICK HERE FOR HELP WITH  WORK EXPERIENCE 

CLICK HERE TO SEE OUR CURRICULUM PLANS 

EARLY FINISH AND LATE START 

In preparation for Year 8 Parents’ Evening 

school will close at 2.45pm on Thursday 12th March and 

open at 9.15am on Friday 13th March for all year groups 

(students should go straight to their first lesson). 

mailto:media@furzeplatt.net
mailto:reports@furzeplatt.net
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.unifrog.org%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExT3FyYWM1WFhEQkhxZjF3U3NydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR6W_uFFxxrmYhuQktujKkH1fPrtPgTn9KJDsHG__duFsJaMaXiNUn3_YTRmNA_aem_04RN8MEGpL-AqY55Aj9n_w&h=AT3YAG
mailto:workexperience@furzeplatt.net
https://www.furzeplatt.com/page/?title=Curriculum&pid=13
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SPARX MATHS TERM 3 CHAMPIONS 

KEY STAGE 3 

Congratulations to our Key Stage 3 Sparx Maths 

winners for Term 3! These students have shown 

fantastic commitment, completing their weekly 

homework consistently and striving to improve their 

skills with every task. 

Their effort, resilience and positive learning habits are a 

great example of our school values of ambition, integrity 

and excellence. We are incredibly proud of their 

achievements. 

Keep up the brilliant work this term! 

 

READING PLUS TERM 3 CHAMPIONS 

KEY STAGE 3 

We are delighted to share our Reading Plus 

achievements for Key Stage 3 in Term 3. 

Our learners have shown dedication, improvement, and 

a love of reading embodying our school values. 

Enjoy more reading in Term 4! 

 

CAR USE IN OUR COMMUNITY 

In the last week we have received a couple of concerns 

about parents/carers driving. While we would 

encourage students to walk/cycle to school, we 

appreciate that sometimes you need to drive to pick up 

your children.  

If this is you, please remember to: 

• Drive courteously, not blocking driveways or roads 

for local residents 

• Drive within the speed limit 

• Move up the parking bays at the front of school to 

allow access for cars behind and not block the roadway 

• Arrange to meet your child slightly away from 

school to avoid congestion 

• Show patience and empathy for other drivers and 

pedestrians 

Above all, please remember we are a school of over 

1500 young people. Please ensure you drive safely and 

prioritise our students’ safety.  

Thank you. 

 

mailto:media@furzeplatt.net
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FURZE PLATT ALUMNI AND PARENT/CARER                   

GUEST SPEAKER SIGN-UP 

We are looking to provide opportunities for our students 

to hear from you. Visiting guest speakers play a vital 

role in supporting Gatsby Benchmark 5: Encounters 

with Employers and Employees.  

 

To meet this benchmark, students should have at least 

one meaningful encounter each year with employers 

including guest speakers to help them better 

understand workplaces, career pathways and the skills 

required to succeed.  

 

Engagements with alumni, employers, and FE/HE 

representatives provide invaluable industry insight and 

real-world context that truly inspires our students.  

Whether you would be able to deliver a whole-school 

assembly or a more intimate talk with a smaller group, 

we would love to hear from you.  

 

Please get in touch if you would be interested in 

supporting our students and sharing your journey. 

CLICK HERE TO SIGN UP TO OUR  

GUEST SPEAKER PROGRAMME 

CLICK HERE TO APPLY 

YEAR 9 POST-16 OPTIONS GUEST TALK 

A huge thank you to Lauren from Activate Learning        

for delivering an informative and engaging assembly to 

our Year 9 students about Post-16 options, including 

apprenticeships and T Levels. 

Supporting Gatsby Benchmark 7: By the age of 16, every 

pupil should have had meaningful encounters with 

providers across the full range of learning opportunities, 

including sixth forms, colleges, universities and ITPs.  

We are proud to provide our students with valuable 

insights to help them make informed decisions about their 

future pathways.  

ALUMNI GUEST SPEAKERS 

Thank you to Sam, Niall and Myles 

(pictured below with Mr Sheppard, 

Deputy Headteacher) who came in 

to speak to our Business and 

Economics students. 

Students were 

fascinated to hear 

about their founding 

story, business 

advice and failures 

and lessons learnt.  

Their whole food 

organ blend aims to 

provide essential 

nutrients.  

You can find out 

more about their 

business 

‘Organised’ via the 

link below. 

FIND OUT MORE ABOUT ‘ORGANISED’ HERE 

mailto:media@furzeplatt.net
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=usroApmywUCtVD3UEC1Ars7ZeI3dHbFAuXVGexludtBUMEk0T1owMTJOUFRRWTY4VVJOSjY0TjlIVS4u
https://mynewterm.com/jobs/137740/EDV-2026-FPSS-95515
https://www.facebook.com/ActivateLearn?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZaRWDSHScSg4hXpeLRbioFRBbSqLzPseeGsWbiHxHQksh9DXpWCYHTWVozjrCtOHkc3Yo_WFSGv5W8T-hrTR4tmbG3Khk7-DZzsW7hgLkucb4Uud6wauc4CCev3GsWPo4JzUHg8Ik8FDY5dYHVcSzFiTxPUiUf3H9oQs4hDB7WIyKCumPZ0fZCLGEP6pmmkefg&__tn__=-%
https://organised.co/
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FURZE PLATT SCIENCE FAIR 

SATURDAY 16TH MARCH!  

Get ready to be amazed! Our Year 7, 8 & 9 students will 

be showcasing their incredible science and engineering 

projects - full of creativity, curiosity and innovation. 

The Science Fair is a brilliant chance to celebrate their 

hard work, problem-solving and scientific thinking. From 

bold experiments to imaginative designs, there’s so 

much to explore! 

Prizes & Rewards 

• Trip to the Big Bang Fair for all participants 

• Winners entered into the national competition with a 

chance to win £500 

• Trophies, rosettes & house points up for grabs 

Bring the family and support our young scientists! 

 

STAR SCIENTISTS 

Great work from our Sparx Science                       

Champions of the Week and for Term 3! 

mailto:media@furzeplatt.net
mailto:reports@furzeplatt.net
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SCHOOL CLUBS - TERM 4 

 

Parents and carers of students in all year groups will 

have received invitations at the end of last term to 

book clubs for their son/daughter this term.  

The email was headed Furze Platt Senior School with 

the email address 

evolve.furzeplattsnrvisits@edufocus.co.uk.  

If you have not yet received an email please check 

your junk / spam folders. 

Parents and carers may wish to sign up to My 

EVOLVE for an overview of clubs, what’s on etc – you 

can do this from the club or academic support clinic 

emails sent to you in two easy steps: 

1. Click on the link in the email as usual to see clubs/

clinics 

2. Click ‘create account’ button. 

SCHOOL CLUBS LIST 

 

 

 

LIBRARY ACTIVITIES 2ND - 6TH MARCH TO 

CELEBRATE WORLD BOOK DAY 

 

We are very pleased that author David Barker will be 

coming to talk to the whole of Year 7 on Friday 6
th
 March 

as part of our World Book Week activities. We are 

grateful to Maidenhead's Big Read for this opportunity. 

David is the author of the 'London Falling' trilogy. These 

are adventures set during a dystopian future vision of 

Britain where citizens of New London hide behind a 

giant wall. Pax is offered the chance to join a prestigious 

school set in the old Houses of Parliament where he'll 

make new friends and enemies and discover not 

everything is quite what it seems in New London. David 

will be talking to the students about how he became an 

author, his books and the importance of 'three' in stories. 

All three of David's books are available to pre-order, for 

him to sign on the day. The books are £8 each, or you 

can order all three for £21. 

Pax and the Missing Head (Book 1) 

Pax and the Forgotten Pincher (Book 

2) 

Pax and the Secret Swarm (Book 3) 

Books can be ordered via the Parentmail shop 

(please click on shop to view the purchase options) 

The deadline for ordering is Wednesday 4
th
 March and 

books will be distributed at the talk on 6th March. 

Cluedo at Furze Platt 

Students are invited along at any break time to play our 

Cluedo game: over the course of the week clues will be 

revealed so that by Friday the students can make their 

accusations. Will it be Mr Tipp in the careers room with 

the (very heavy!) dictionary? Or maybe Dr Graham 

behind the desk with the stapler? All will be revealed!  

Book Swap 

We will be running a book swap in the library all week 

(please bring along a book from home to swap) as well 

as a book-themed quiz.  

World Book Day vouchers 

Look out for World Book Day book vouchers coming 

home soon! 

 

Mrs A Sweetland and Mrs T Allanson 

School Librarians 

mailto:media@furzeplatt.net
mailto:evolve.furzeplattsnrvisits@edufocus.co.uk
https://www.furzeplatt.com/page/?title=School+Clubs+and+Academic+Support+Clinics+Schedule+2022%2D23&pid=504
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How You Can Help Your Child Prepare For Exams 

Tuesday 3rd March 6-7pm 

 

Elevate Education will be holding the next of their free 
webinars 'How You Can Help Your Child Prepare for 
Exams' at 6pm on Tuesday, 3rd March. Please click 
here to register: https://go.elevateeducation.com/
ukparentwebinar 

Here’s what Elevate will be covering on the night:   

• Prioritising your child’s high-impact work to 
maximise marks   

• Improving your child’s time management to avoid 
last-minute preparation  

• Helping your child study effectively using past 
papers  

 

Spring Term, 2026 upcoming free Webinar 
 

• How You Can Support Your Child During Exams 

March 17, 6:00-7:00pm (GMT) 

CLICK HERE FOR ELEVATE EDUCATION’S WEBINAR 

 

Year 10 Product Design 

Our Year 10 Product Design students have just 

completed their unit on communicating design ideas.  

This has been a fantastic module where they 

explored a range of drawing and prototyping 

techniques. 

Gardening Club is delighted to 

announce the creation of the first 

FPSS orchard which has been 

planted in the meadow.  

We have apple trees - Christmas 

Pippin and Scrumptious,  a Stella 

cherry, a Conference Pear and a 

Victoria plum.  

Many thanks to the Tree Council 

for supplying our new trees.  

Future Pathways:                                                   

A Parent’s Guide to Apprenticeships 

When: Tuesday 3rd March 6-7.30pm 

Where: Online (virtual) 

  

This session will give parents clear guidance on 

apprenticeships, what they involve, and how they 

can support their child’s next steps.  

Employers will be on the panel, including the BBC, 

giving parents first-hand insight into real career op-

portunities.   

For further information and to register please click 

the link below. 

FREE WEBINARS 

CLICK HERE FOR FUTURE PATHWAYS’ WEBINAR 

GARDENING CLUB ORCHARD 

mailto:media@furzeplatt.net
https://go.elevateeducation.com/ukparentwebinar
https://pathwayctm.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/Empowering-Parents-with-Apprenticeship-Knowledge.pdf
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In the first week 

of Term 4, 

Eagles are the 

winners - well 

done to them! 

Will they win 

next week as 

well…?! 

HOUSE POINT TOTALS THIS WEEK 

 SPORTING 

SUPERSTAR 

  

Great result from 

Year 13 student 

Ben Kelly who 

completed his first 

half marathon in 

Wokingham, 

finishing in 1 hour 

30.  

 

Well done Ben, 

keep it up! 

HOUSE FORTUNES 

A huge thank you to our Heads of House and 

House Captains for bringing back an old-school 

classic as our year groups battled it out in House 

Fortunes!  

A fantastic event full of energy, teamwork and 

house pride - a brilliant way to bring students 

together and strengthen our House spirit. Well 

done to everyone who took part!  

mailto:media@furzeplatt.net
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Please see 

sponsors’ 

websites for more 

information: 

MOVE HAPPY FITNESS 

URBAN STRIDES 

CHERRY GARDEN 

MUSIC 

mailto:media@furzeplatt.net
https://www.movehappyfitness.co.uk/
https://urbanstrides.com/
https://www.cherrygardenmusic.com/
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DARTNELL DANCE 

ACADEMY 

Please see sponsor’s website 

for more information: 

mailto:media@furzeplatt.net
https://dartnelldanceacademy.co.uk/
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