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Weekly Newsletter -  Issue #77.8 

F U R Z E PLATT  FOCUS 

Monday 20th October – Friday 24th October 2025 

PTFA 

 

MESSAGE FROM THE HEADTEACHER  

 

Term One 

Thank you to all our community for your 

support at the start of the 2025/26 

academic year. Having welcomed 

students back in September it is great to 

see them engaging with their academic 

studies as well as participating in so many 

clubs and activities. I know that the visits to West Wittering 

(pictured below) and Longridge were enjoyable for many, 

as was our It’s a Knockout fundraiser for Thames Hospice 

and the numerous sporting fixtures we have seen played 

this term. Whatever their personal highlight of Term One, I 

would like to thank students for their hard work, 

participation and efforts. 

This week has seen a series of celebration and House 

events, and I would like to congratulate the many students 

who have participated, been recognised and won awards. I 

look forward to seeing their continued excellence in Term 

Two.  

As ever, I am also grateful for the support of our families. I 

would particularly like to thank you for supporting our drive 

to improve punctuality to school each morning. I know it is 

not always easy to get teenagers out of bed and ready for 

school. Lates have noticeably decreased, and I appreciate 

your support with this. 

 

Year 11 Parent and Student Consultation Evening 

It was a pleasure to see so many students, parents and  

 

 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS ALL EVENTS 

SCHOOL TERM DATES 

Term 2 (first week back - Week A) 

MON 27 -  
FRI 31 

OCTOBER  

Half Term 

MON  3 
NOVEM BER  

Start of Term 2 8.40am-3.15pm 

THU 20 
NOVEM BER  

Year 12 Parents & Students’ Consultation 

Evening 
4.15-7.15pm 

TUE  25 
NOVEM BER  

 Careers Fair 6-8pm 

THU  27 
NOVEM BER  

Sixth Form Open Evening 6-9pm 

FRI  28 
NOVEM BER  

Late Start for all year groups (straight to 

first lesson, no form) 
9.15am 

WED 10 
DECEM BER  

Christmas Concert 7-9pm 

THU  11 
DECEM BER  

Year 13 Parents & Students’ Consultation 

Evening 
4.15pm-7.15pm 

FRI  19 
DECEM BER  

End of Term 2 12.30pm finish 

carers on Thursday. There was lots of praise for 

students’ efforts, but also some reality checks as we 

focused on developments required to ensure 

examination success next summer. I am sure we will 

see students working on these in the build up to their 

PPEs after the break. 

 

Whatever the highlights of Term One, there will be 

much more for our young people to get involved with 

in Term Two and I look forward to seeing students 

back on Monday 3
rd

 November. In the meantime, have 

a lovely half term. 

Take care, 

Dr Andrew J Morrison, Headteacher 

(BA Hons, PGCE, MA, PhD) 
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https://www.linkedin.com/authwall?trk=gf&trkInfo=AQF9_V6ku4-wdgAAAXUswoFQyYkpaGsTvbcuScVxPhjzNpXbQfpVvWmtz3WqEsd09SvpX5mbPTXW1VFBmVNwr_jzEsrc0iNBb586055SxkJN2GeCjtmnesrsuvA_YcFqHwgqtho=&originalReferer=https://www.google.com/&sessionRedirect=https%3A%2F%2F
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KEEPING YOU INFORMED ABOUT 

YOUR CHILD’S PROGRESS 

- HOW IS MY CHILD DOING? 

We understand how important it is for parents and carers 

to stay informed about their child’s learning and progress. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reports for Year 11 have been published on Go 4 

Schools. Staying up to date is a great way to support your 

child throughout the year and celebrate their successes. 

Please find the links below to help you access your child's 
report.  

 

 

 

VIEW REPORTS 

 

GUIDANCE TO GRADING 

HOW TO ACCESS GO4SCHOOLS 

SCHOOL CLUBS  

CLUBS AND ACADEMIC SUPPORT CLINICS 

Term 2: up to the Christmas holidays 

Parents and carers of students in all year groups have 

been sent e-mail invites today to attend clubs for their 

son/daughter. The email is headed Furze Platt Senior 

School with the email ad-

dress evolve.furzeplattsnrvisits@edufocus.co.uk and 

the links will be safe for you to click on to confirm your 

child’s attendance. If you have not received an email 

please check your junk / spam folders.  

CLUBS LIST  

 
POPPY APPEAL 
 
Poppies are available now from our Main 
Reception to support the Royal British Legion Poppy 
Appeal or you can donate via the link below. 
 
Thank you. 

 

POPPY APPEAL - DONATE HERE 

mailto:media@furzeplatt.net
https://www.furzeplatt.com/page/?title=Reports&pid=38
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.furzeplatt.com/_site/data/files/pdf/GUIDANCE NOTES FOR PARENTS AND STUDENTS.pdf
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.furzeplatt.com/_site/data/files/pdf/Go 4 Schools Parent guidance notes September 2023.pdf
mailto:evolve.furzeplattsnrvisits@edufocus.co.uk
https://www.furzeplatt.com/page/?title=School+Clubs+and+Academic+Support+Clinics+Schedule+2022%2D23&pid=504
https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/get-involved/donate
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STAR STUDENTS 

Here are our Year 8 Star Students of the term -  great 

work everyone! 

 

Mrs Ridgley and Miss Holloway spent Friday 

morning celebrating the birthdays of anyone in 

Year 8 that has had a birthday this term. They were 

awarded with a written birthday card and a slice of 

chocolate birthday cake. 

This is a new initiative in the year group that we have 

started this year to ensure every student is celebrated and 

gets to spend some quality time with their Head of Year 

and Pastoral Manager.  

HEATHROW STEM PROGRAMME  

We’re delighted to announce that Heathrow 

and Learning to Work will once again be 

delivering the Heathrow STEM Generation 

Programme to our Year 8 students.  

This fantastic Personal Development activity 

will take place on Tuesday 4
th
 and Wednesday 

5
th
 November. The cohort will be split into three 

groups, with each group spending two hours 

with Heathrow and Learning to Work 

completing a challenge. 

 

This challenge revolves around a 2-hour 

experience which is delivered by education 

partner Learning to Work and supported by 

Heathrow colleagues. They will use real-life 

scenarios to inspire and excite, students will 

learn about the many different career paths 

available at the airport and, using a variety of 

skills, will take part in a hands-on Micro: Bit 

robot workshop.  

The workshop will be a collaborative challenge 

that utilises the skills of each member of the 

group, and allow them to practice coding, 

presentation skills, and designing a robot.  

mailto:media@furzeplatt.net
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 TERM 1 STAR STUDENTS  

 

We are delighted to announce our Term 1 Star 

Students! Each of these individuals has 

demonstrated outstanding effort, dedication, 

and achievement across their subjects. They 

have truly embodied our school values of 

Ambition, Collaboration, Happiness, Integrity, 

Versatility, and Excellence (ACHIEVE). We are 

incredibly proud of their hard work and 

commitment – well done to all!  

mailto:media@furzeplatt.net
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YEAR 12 PARENTS' EVENING 

THURSDAY 20TH NOVEMBER, 4.15-

7.15PM - SAVE THE DATE! 

We are looking forward to welcoming parents and carers 

to our upcoming Year 12 Parents' Evening to discuss 

your child’s progress and achievements.  

Full details will follow in due course.  

SIXTH FORM OPEN EVENING 

THURSDAY 27TH NOVEMBER 

This event will take place from 6-9pm and will be 

followed by a late start the next day for all 

students. 

HOW DOES FPSS SUPPORT PERSONAL 

DEVELOPMENT AND CAREERS? 

At Furze Platt Senior School, we are committed to 

helping every student explore their ambitions, 

develop new skills, and prepare for life beyond 

school. A fantastic example of this is a recent trip 

where a group of our Sixth Form students attended 

Create Your Future London 2025: The Creative 

Career Showcase at the London ExCeL. 

This free event brought together universities, 

colleges, conservatoires, and employers to showcase 

the wide range of opportunities within the creative 

industries – from art, design, journalism, and music to 

drama, fashion, and beyond. 

During the day, our students: 

Spoke with universities and conservatoires about 

creative degree courses 

Learned about apprenticeships and career routes in 

the creative sector 

Heard from current students and professionals 

sharing real-life experiences 

Took part in hands-on workshops and live creative 

sessions 

Enjoyed performances from current creative arts 

students 

Events like this help our students gain inspiration, 

build confidence, and explore how their talents can 

shape their futures. 

Mrs C Beale, Careers Advisor  

mailto:media@furzeplatt.net
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CLICK HERE TO HELP WITH CAREERS FAIR 

One of our Careers Fair attendees this year will be 

Janet Lacey who will be happy to talk about her 

career in travel as a personal travel agent. We look 

forward to seeing her - come along to hear more 

about her experiences! 

You can see more about what Janet offers on page 

13 of this newsletter under the heading ‘Travel with 

us!’. 

 

 

INDEPENDENT STUDY 

Some of our Year 11 students have been 

developing their independent study skills this week 

by learning how to make Cornell Notes, a 

structured note-taking method that helps them 

organise information clearly, review key ideas, and 

summarise their learning effectively.  

CAREERS AND HIGHER EDUCATION FAIR 

CAN YOU HELP? 

On the evening of Tuesday 25th November from 6-

8pm, we will be holding our annual Furze Platt 

Careers & Higher Education Fair (CHEF). This is a 

fantastic opportunity for students and parents/

guardians to meet potential colleges and universities, 

employers and apprenticeship providers.  

 

We always love to welcome new people, so if you 

would be interested in having a stall at the event to tell 

others about what you do and what career prospects 

are like in that industry please do fill in the form below: 

STAFF APPRECIATION  

At Furze Platt Senior School, we value the dedication 

and hard work of our staff immensely. As part of our 

ongoing efforts to show appreciation, we kindly request 

your feedback. Your insights will contribute to 

recognising and celebrating the exceptional efforts of our 

staff.  

Please take a moment to share your thoughts on how 

our staff have positively impacted your child's 

educational journey in term one. Your feedback means 

the world to us! 

 

CLICK HERE FOR STAFF FEEDBACK 

mailto:media@furzeplatt.net
https://forms.gle/dspZ3MY7BKPiQp5aA
https://forms.office.com/e/jsb90Ui0c8
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 SPARX SCIENCE CHAMPIONS 

 

Well done to our top ten students this week! 

Furze Platt Science Fair                                               
Igniting Curiosity and Competition! 

Get ready for an explosive display of creativity and 
innovation at this year’s FP Science Fair, scheduled to 
dazzle us this March! Our young scientists in Years 
7,8&9 are gearing up to showcase projects that not 
only stretch their imagination but also sharpen 
essential academic and life skills. 

Why a Science Fair? 

Participating allows students to engage deeply with 
scientific inquiry and engineering design processes. It 
nurtures curiosity, encourages methodical research, 
and fosters an understanding of scientific principles. 
Beyond the science, students develop invaluable skills 
such as problem-solving, critical thinking, and public 
speaking, as they prepare to present their projects to 
an audience of peers, parents, and teachers. 

Exciting Prizes Await! 

All participants will get the chance to go on a 
school trip to the Big Bang Fair in 
Birmingham.  

Winners will be entered into the Big Bang Fair 
with the chance to win £500. 

Winners will receive trophies and rosettes.  

There will be lots of house points for all 
participants! 

Prepare to be amazed by the wonders of science and 
the brilliance of our students. We can’t wait to see you 
there! 

COUNTY FOOTBALL 

 

Year 9 students Joe Moss and Henry Harding started 
the match on the bench. It was a fairly even game in 
the first half but Surrey capitalised on their chances 
and scored twice.  

Henry and Joe came on at the start of the second half 
and had an immediate impact. Joe played in centre 
midfield and Henry was in central defence. Berkshire 
dominated for long periods and eventually got the goal 
they deserved to make it 2-1. They pressed hard for 
an equaliser and really deserved one, but 
unfortunately they missed a few chances. Then, in the 
very last minute, Surrey hit them on the break and 
scored to make the final score 3-1.  

Overall, it was a 

very good 

performance by 

Berkshire against a 

strong Surrey side, 

and both Furze 

Platt boys should 

be very proud of 

their performances. 

mailto:media@furzeplatt.net
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HOUSE POINT WINNERS THIS 

WEEK... 

IT’S FALCON HOUSE! 

Great work Falcons!  

Well done also to our House 

Communications Student Katie 

Stratton for her hard work designing 

House news, you can see more of 

her work on the next page. 

15275 16267 15338 15039 

 

PUMPKIN TOSS CHALLENGE 

Year 7 were very competitive in their Pumpkin Toss 

Challenge...which House will win once all year groups 

have competed??! 

mailto:media@furzeplatt.net
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BRITISH VALUES 

As part of our commitment to students’ Personal 

Development, we actively promote British Values. These 

are the shared principles that help everyone live and work 

together respectfully in modern Britain. 

The aim is to help young people understand how society 

works and to encourage them to become responsible, 

caring, and active citizens. 

 

The five Fundamental British Values are: 

1. Democracy – understanding that everyone has a 

voice and a say in decisions, whether that’s through 

school councils, voting, or class discussions. 

2. The Rule of Law – learning why rules and laws are 

important, how they protect us, and how they help 

communities stay safe and fair. 

3. Individual Liberty – knowing that we all have rights 

and freedoms and learning to make safe and responsible 

choices for ourselves. 

4. Mutual Respect – showing respect for ourselves and 

others, even when we have different opinions or 

backgrounds. 

Tolerance of Different Faiths and Beliefs – 
understanding and celebrating diversity and appreciating 
that others may have beliefs or lifestyles different from our 
own. 
Through lessons, assemblies, and everyday school life, 
we help our students see these values in action – 
preparing them to contribute positively to their 
communities and to society as a whole. 

HOW DOES FPSS SUPPORT MY CHILD’S             

WIDER PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT? 

 

This term in Personal Development (PSHE) at Furze Platt 

our students have been exploring key topics that support 

their wellbeing, character, and life skills: 

Year 7: British Values – understanding democracy, liberty 

& respect. 

Year 8: Ethical Consumerism – how our choices impact 

people & the planet. 

Year 9: Drug Education – staying safe & making informed 

decisions. 

Year 10: Social Media – influence, image & online 

wellbeing. 

Year 11: Mental Wellbeing – managing stress & building 

resilience. 

 

Conversation starters with your child: 

• Year 7: Which British Value means the most to you? 

• Year 8: How can shopping habits help the planet? 

• Year 9: What’s the best way to support a friend? 

• Year 10: How does social media affect how you feel? 

• Year 11: What helps you manage stress? 

 

FAMILY LIVES SUPPORT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you need to talk, we're here to listen  

 

Families are facing many struggles and it may feel 

like it is coming in at every angle. Trying to manage 

this and parenting children can be really difficult.  

Our trained family support workers can give you the 

space to talk, helping you to explore your situation 

and identify the way forward.  

 

Call us on 0808 800 2222, message us via WhatsApp 

on 07441 444125, email us at 

askus@familylives.org.uk or visit our website to use 

our live chat service https://www.familylives.org.uk/ 

 

 

mailto:media@furzeplatt.net
mailto:askus@familylives.org.uk
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CLICK HERE TO APPLY 
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