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Weekly Newsletter -  Issue #77.11 

F U R Z E PLATT  FOCUS 

Monday 17th November – Friday 21st November 2025 

PTFA 

 

MESSAGE FROM THE HEADTEACHER  

 

Sixth Form Open Evening 

If you are interested in studying at FPSS 

after Year 11 then next Thursday 27th 

November gives you the chance to 

explore what our Sixth Form has to offer. 

The evening gives you the opportunity to 

learn about how you achieve a place in 

the Sixth Form and the variety of experiences it has on 

offer, as well as hear about the various courses available.  

Full details of timings can be found on page 2 of this 

newsletter. We look forward to seeing you there. 

 

Late Start  

There will be a late start on Friday 28t
h
 November. 

Students in all year groups should go straight to their first 

lesson instead of Form Time. 

 

Careers and Higher Education Fair 

On Tuesday 25
th 

November we also have another fantastic 

event in the FPSS calendar with our Careers and Higher 

Education Fair. Students and their families have the 

opportunity to come and learn from many employers, 

colleges and universities who bring their experience and 

knowledge to school to help our young people. It is an 

event not to be missed! 

You can view a copy of the programme via the below 

(please note this is subject to change): 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS ALL EVENTS 

SCHOOL TERM DATES 

Term 2 (Week B) 

TUE  25 
NOVEM BER  

 Careers Fair 6-8pm 

THU  27 
NOVEM BER  

Sixth Form Open Evening 6-9pm 

FRI  28 
NOVEM BER  

Late Start for all year groups (straight to 

first lesson, no form) 
9.15am 

WED 10 
DECEM BER  

Christmas Concert 7-9pm 

THU  11 
DECEM BER  

Year 13 Parents & Students’ Consultation 

Evening 
4.15pm-7.15pm 

FRI  19 
DECEM BER  

End of Term 2 12.30pm finish 

 

CAREERS & HIGHER EDUCATION FAIR PROGRAMME 

 

Year 10 Work Experience 

As we enter Careers Fortnight over the next couple of 

weeks, colleagues have also launched Year 10 Work 

Experience. This will occur next summer term and is 

incredibly reliant on students showing initiative and 

securing work experience, as well as the generosity of 

our community in providing placements. If you are a 

parent or career of a Year 10 student please discuss 

possibilities with your child. More details can be found 

on page 8. 

 

Year 11 PPEs 

Congratulations to all our students who worked hard on 

their PPEs this week. I hope that you get the grades 

your hard work deserves. 

 

Take care, 

Dr Andrew J Morrison, Headteacher 

(BA Hons, PGCE, MA, PhD) 

mailto:media@furzeplatt.net
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https://www.furzeplatt.com/page/?title=The+PTFA&pid=41
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 YEAR 13 PARENTS’ EVENING 

THURSDAY 11TH DECEMBER 

4.15-7.15pm 

Reminder: We’re looking forward to welcoming parents 

and carers to our Year 13 Parents’ Evening on Thursday 

11th December, from 4:15pm to 7:15pm.  

More details will be sent out in early December. We look 

forward to seeing you there. 

Our Sixth Form Open Evening is the starting point in the 

admissions process for the next academic year and the 

evening gives a great opportunity for students and their 

families to come to school, learn all about what subjects 

are like in the Sixth Form and have their questions 

answered from teachers, students and the Sixth Form 

team. 

 

The structure for the evening is as follows: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CLICK HERE FOR OPEN EVENING INFORMATION 

SIXTH FORM OPEN EVENING 

THURSDAY 27TH NOVEMBER 6-9PM 

Our Sixth Form Open Evening will take place on 

Thursday, 27th November from 6-9pm.  

We are very much looking forward to seeing Year 11 

students and their families and there is no need to 

register for this event in advance. 

Parents/Carers should arrive at 5.50pm and make 

their way to the Theatre for the welcome presentation 

that will begin promptly at 6.00pm. 

The main presentation for the evening will outline the 

key aspects of the Sixth Form and give important 

information regarding Sixth Form pathways and entry 

requirements, along with information on pastoral 

structure, extracurricular and general Sixth Form 

expectations. 

Maps and room locations will be available when you 

arrive and should families wish, there will also be 

current Sixth Form students on hand to guide and 

advise you throughout the evening. 

This will be followed by a late start on Friday 28th 

November for all year groups. 

mailto:media@furzeplatt.net
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Award from the Mathematical Olympiad for Girls, 

along with some of our SMC award winners. 

Mr J. H. Langenhoven 

Maths Enrichment Coordinator 

 

SENIOR MATHS CHALLENGE  

Recently, a large number of our Year 12 and Year 13 

Maths students took part in the National Senior Maths 

Challenge (SMC). They embraced the opportunity with 

ambition, perseverance and excellence, truly reflecting 

our school’s ACHIEVE values throughout the 

competition. As in previous years, our students 

performed exceptionally well, with 29 of them earning 

Gold, Silver, or Bronze awards - an impressive 

improvement on last year’s results. 

Daniel Thompson in Year 13 performed outstandingly, 

automatically qualifying for the Andrew Jobbings Senior 

Kangaroo competition held on Wednesday, 19
th 

November 2025. In recognition of their excellent 

achievements in the SMC, we also entered Jacob 

Hopson, Matej Sutton, Mitchel Holmes and Samuel 

Cranch for the Senior Kangaroo. Mitchell Holmes 

achieved the highest score among our Year 12 

entrants. 

Before the SMC, four 

Year 13 students 

took part in the 

Mathematical 

Olympiad for Girls. 

We are delighted to 

share that Sophie 

McLachlan 

performed 

exceptionally well 

and earned a Merit 

award. 

As a Maths 

department, we are 

incredibly proud to 

offer our Sixth Form 

students these 

enriching 

opportunities and 

even more proud of their outstanding accomplishments 

in these national competitions. 

The photos show Sophie McLachlan with her Merit 

 

SPARX MATHS WEEKLY CHAMPIONS 

 

Well done to our top ten Sparx Maths students 

this week! 

mailto:media@furzeplatt.net
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DONATE TO MOVEMBER HERE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Samuel Anthony 

Isaac Baker 

Luke Brooker 

Henry Browning 

Stanley Burke 

Leo Smith 

Rory Johnson 

 

 

 

YEAR 7 RUGBY 

A brilliant result from our Year 7 Rugby team, one of only 

two teams who were undefeated all day in the Reading 

Blue Coat Rugby Festival, finishing 5th overall. 

After topping their pool in the morning, beating the likes of 

Oakham School, Claires Court and Burnham Grammer 

without conceding a single try, they were re-seeded into 

the hardest pool at the festival including the hosts 

Reading Blue Coat, RGS High Wycombe and Magdalen 

College.  

Brushing aside both Magdalen and RBCS still without 

conceding a try, they played RGS in the final game of the 

day for eternal glory.  

That game finished 1-1 after going 1-0 down. Conceding 

just 1 try all day and scoring 14 against a number of 

renowned rugby schools is something they should be 

really proud of. Some stand out performances from Tom 

Shaw, Damon Logie and Henry Browning across the day! 

 

 

The team: Jack  Jenkins 

Kian Clarke  

Damon Logie 

Jonny Mills 

Jamie Pitcock 

Tom Shaw 

Logan Richards 

Kian Sadler 

MOVEMBER 

 

We are raising funds and 

awareness this Movember for all the dads, 

brothers, sons and mates in our lives. We need 

your help.  

 

Please donate to support men's health. Thank 

you. 

 

More pictures of students enjoying PE activities and 

lessons can be seen over the next two pages. 

mailto:media@furzeplatt.net
https://movember.com/t/furze-platt?mc=81
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 THIS WEEK’S SPARX SCIENCE CHAMPIONS 

 

Well done to our top ten Sparx Science students this week! 

LIVE PARENT WEBINAR: HOW YOU CAN BUILD 

RESILIENCE IN YOUR CHILD 

Tuesday 2nd December 6:00-7:00pm (GMT) 

 

Elevate Education will be hosting their next parent 

webinar on resilience on Tuesday 2nd December  

Here’s what Elevate will be covering on the night: 

 

 

 

• Practical strategies to help your child manage 

their response to setbacks 

• Building your child’s resilience both in and out 

of school 

• How ‘fear of failure’ can impact your child’s 

resilience 

 

Register for free via the link below:  

REGISTER HERE FOR FREE WEBINAR 

mailto:media@furzeplatt.net
https://go.elevateeducation.com/ukschoolwebinar
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YEAR 10 WORK 

EXPERIENCE 

 Monday 22nd June – Wednesday 24th June  

 

We are pleased to let you know that we will be 

running Work Experience for all current Year 10 

pupils again this academic year. The work 

experience will run for three days from Monday 

22
nd

 June – Wednesday 24
th
 June 2025.  

We are aware that some parents reported issues 

with the links in the initial Parentmail message. 

Please accept our apologies for any 

inconvenience; the links below will take you to the 

relevant sites. 

During the period of work experience all Year 10 

students will be off site attending the workplace of 

their host employer, in England. Students who do 

not secure an appropriate work experience 

placement will be expected in school on these 

dates for a bespoke programme. 

Work experience gives students the chance to 

learn about what type of job they might enjoy, 

and develop their CV. We know it can be one of 

the most transformational experiences young 

people have during their education. 

 

 

 

Students (and their families) should source their 

own work experience placements. We are using 

Unifrog (www.unifrog.org) to manage the 

administration of the work experience programme 

– for example collecting information from the 

employer about their Risk Assessment and 

Health & Safety policy, as well as getting 

agreement from yourselves for the placement to 

go ahead.  

 

Some important logistics:  

• Students need to agree the placement with 

the employer first, and then students will 

get the ball rolling by adding the placement 

to their Unifrog account (they will find the 

Placements tool on their Unifrog 

homepage).  

 

• The Unifrog system will then email the 

employer, the parent / guardian, and the 

school, to collect the necessary information 

and permissions. For the process to work, 

it is essential that students add the initial 

information about the placement accurately. 

 

Safeguarding our pupils is of the upmost importance. For 

this reason, work experience will not be approved in 

placements where there is only one employee. Students 

should be in a placement where there are multiple adults 

present at all times. The school holds the final right to 

approve or decline a work experience placement and 

may do so if a placement is felt to not meet the 

safeguarding, health and safety, liability insurance or 

educational needs of a young person.  The school will 

inform parents/carers if they feel it is necessary to share 

any Special Educational Needs or Safeguarding 

information with an employer, in order to ensure a child’s 

needs can be met.  

Pupils will receive training on safeguarding themselves 

whilst in placement, along with how to get the most out of 

their work experience, expectations etc.  

 

Finding out more: 

• Unifrog have created a set of guides about 

placements which you can find here. 

• To find out more about how we’ll be using Unifrog 

to set up placements, take a look at the guide ‘How 

to…use the Placements tool’, where you’ll find a 

short animation that explains the process. 

• For advice on how to help your child find a 

placement, take a look at the guide ‘How to help 

your child find a work placement’. 

 

Next steps: 

• Please read the placement guides on Unifrog, and 

then start contacting possible hosts for the 

placement 

• If you have any questions, contact 

workexperience@furzeplatt.net  

• You may wish to attend this year’s Careers and 

Higher Education Fair on Tuesday 25
th
 November 

from 6-8pm in the theatre and main hall. We will 

have about 40 employers who may be able to 

support with work experience. 

 

We wish you the best of luck with supporting your child to 

find a placement. Please do make use of Unifrog’s guides 

to help you. The deadline for recording your placement in 

Unifrog is Friday 27
th

 March 2026. Please communicate 

with Miss Stirling if an extension is needed to record this 

in Unifrog. 

Miss L Lewis, Deputy Headteacher, Interventions and 

Safeguarding  

Miss L Stirling, Head of PSHE / Careers Link 

mailto:media@furzeplatt.net
http://www.unifrog.org
https://www.unifrog.org/placement/guides
https://www.unifrog.org/placement/help/unifrogs-placements-tool-faqs
https://www.unifrog.org/placement/help/unifrogs-placements-tool-faqs
https://www.unifrog.org/placement/guides/how-to-help-your-child-find-a-work-placement
https://www.unifrog.org/placement/guides/how-to-help-your-child-find-a-work-placement
mailto:workexperience@furzeplatt.net
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HOUSE POINT WINNERS THIS 

WEEK… 

 

IT’S EAGLE 

HOUSE! 

Great work from 

all our Eagles. 

 

10116 9689 9935 9546 

DONATIONS TO MAIDENHEAD FOODSHARE 

THURSDAY 27TH NOVEMBER IN TUTOR TIME 

 

Our Heads of House are proudly leading this initiative, 

demonstrating our school value of Collaboration in action.  

We are incredibly grateful for all your donations and 

continued support for Maidenhead Foodshare. A reminder 

that next week’s collection will take place during Thursday 

tutor time. 

Any contribution, big or small, is truly appreciated and 

makes a real difference to this fantastic cause. 

Thank you for your generosity and community spirit!  

CAN YOU HELP?  

We need old newspapers for our upcoming 

House Snowball Battle if you have any spare!  

 

mailto:media@furzeplatt.net
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CLUBS LIST  

 

 

 

CELEBRATING SUCCESS WITH PQA AT OUR 

SCHOOL 

We’re proud to share some 

exciting news about one of our 

weekend facility hirers, The 

Pauline Quirke Academy (PQA). 

Their Maidenhead branch has 

recently made headlines after 

Vice Principal Charlotte Hardick 

scooped a prestigious national 

award for excellence in 

performing arts education. 

PQA offers high-quality training in acting, singing, and 

film-making for young people, and we’re delighted 

that our school plays a part in supporting their 

creative journey. This achievement highlights the 

incredible opportunities available to students through 

PQA and the dedication of their team to nurturing 

talent. 

If you’d like to learn more about PQA and the fantastic 

work they do, click the link below: 

 

 

 

COLLECTION OF EXAM CERTIFICATES 

All June 2025 exam certificates will be available for 
collection from Thursday 27

th
 November. 

FIND OUT MORE 

ABOUT PQA HERE 

 

SCHOOL CLUBS AND ACADEMIC SUPPORT CLINICS 

Term 2: up to the Christmas holidays 

Parents and carers of students in all year groups were sent 

e-mail invites at the end of last term to book on to clubs.  

New clubs have been added for next week; please do take a 

look and add your child on to any they may be interested in. 

mailto:media@furzeplatt.net
https://www.furzeplatt.com/page/?title=School+Clubs+and+Academic+Support+Clinics+Schedule+2022%2D23&pid=504
https://www.pqacademy.com/academies/maidenhead/
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PLEASE CLICK HERE TO ENTER THE 200 CLUB 

 

URBAN STRIDES - EVENING STREET DANCE 

CLASSES    * Spaces available *  

FPSS Main Hall every Wednesday evening! 

Urban Strides offers more than just dance. They create a 

supportive, judgement-free space where teens can build 

confidence, self-belief, and have fun through movement 

and music. With a focus on five dynamic Street Dance 

styles, their inspirational instructors help young people get 

active, express themselves, and feel empowered. 

Class Times: 

• Beginner Striders – 7:00 PM 

• Intermediate Striders – 8:00 PM 

 
SAFEGUARDING YOUR CHILDREN ONLINE 

 

As part of our ongoing safeguarding and Personal 

Development offer, Furze Platt has purchased access to 

an online safeguarding information platform for all 

parents.  Our Online Safety Hub provides parents with a 

wealth of information including in the following areas: 

-How to keep your child safe online 

-How to ensure best safety features are implemented on 

social media platforms 

-Understanding different social media platforms and their 

potential risks 

• How to manage screen time with your child 

• How to safeguard your child from online predators 

• How to monitor your child’s online activity 

 

As part of this platform parents also all have free access to 

parental controls on 2 devices within your home. These 

devices are advised to be mobile phones and/or home 

laptops, the company advise against placing on laptops 

bring brought into school as it may conflict with the filtering 

and monitoring systems used on the school network. 

This can be accessed via the link below  and will enable 
parents to: 
 

• Filter content  

• Monitor your child’s online activity 

• Set time limits for online use 

 

We hope you find these resources useful for supporting 

your child with their use of the internet. You can also read 

an article on ‘How Screen Times Impacts Sleep’ via the link 

below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OR CLICK HERE FOR MORE INFORMATION 

CLICK HERE TO BOOK A TRIAL SESSION 

CLICK HERE FOR ‘HOW SCREEN TIMES IMPACTS SLEEP’ 

CLICK HERE FOR FREE PARENTAL CONTROLS 

CLICK HERE FOR THE ONLINE SAFETY HUB 

mailto:media@furzeplatt.net
https://donorbox.org/furze-platt-senior-school-ptfa-200-club-monthly
https://www.qustodio.com/en/30-days-school-special/?utm_source=internal&utm_medium=OSHub&utm_campaign=furzeplatt-uk
http://www.urbanstrides.com/
mailto:classes@urbanstrides.com
https://furzeplatt.onlinesafetyhub.uk/parent/articles/is-your-child-s-screen-stealing-their-sleep-and-their-smarts-
https://www.qustodio.com/en/30-days-school-special/?utm_source=internal&utm_medium=OSHub&utm_campaign=furzeplatt-uk
https://furzeplatt.onlinesafetyhub.uk/
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APPLY HERE 

VACANCIES AT FURZE PLATT 

• Finance Officer 

• LSA in Shine 

• Behaviour Support Officer 

Details below - please pass on to anyone who may be 

interested! 

APPLY HERE 

APPLY HERE 

mailto:media@furzeplatt.net
https://mynewterm.com/candidate-login/apply-for-job
https://mynewterm.com/candidate-login/apply-for-job
https://mynewterm.com/candidate-login/apply-for-job
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20% Off School Day Wear Essentials 
Until the end of November Hawkinsport are offering 20% 
off school day wear (not including sports wear). 
Shop in-store or online at https://
www.hawkinsport.co.uk/schools 

mailto:media@furzeplatt.net
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