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Weekly Newsletter -  Issue #71.8 

F U R Z E PLATT  FOCUS 

Monday 30th October - Friday 3rd November 2023 

PTFA 

MESSAGE FROM THE HEADTEACHER  
 

Dear Students, Parents and Carers, 

 

Welcome to Term 2. I hope that you and 

your families had a good half term. 

 

Experiencing the World of Work 

On Wednesday and Thursday, I had the 

pleasure of seeing all our Year 8 students engaging with 

groups of visitors from Learning to Work and Heathrow. 

Our guests were leading engineering workshops with 

students working in teams to design, programme and 

present their robot machines. 

The students clearly loved the experience and enjoyed 

learning something new. They showed great knowledge 

and versatility experimenting with the programme, as well 

as demonstrating their interpersonal skills via the 

presentations.  More details are on page 4 of this 

newsletter. 

The number of ACHIEVE points given to students 

highlights how well they participated with the event, and I 

would like to congratulate the year group on what they 

achieved. I hope that some students will have been 

enthused to consider engineering and apprenticeships in 

the future. 

 

Working towards a Sustainable FPSS 

On Thursday, FPSS hosted MaidEnergy at an event 

celebrating the installation of 448 solar panels at our school 

this summer. This investment helps FPSS become more 

sustainable providing renewable energy at a reduced cost 

to the school. Thank you to everyone who supported this 

initiative.  

We still have more to do and I am keen to see us develop 

as an even more sustainable school.  

You can find out more via the video link below. 

SCHOOL TERM DATES  

Term 2 Events 

UPCOMING EVENTS ALL EVENTS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FRI  10  PTFA Big Quiz SOLD OUT 7.30-10pm 

MON 20 

NOVEM BER  
Careers Fortnight  

THU 23 

NOVEM BER  
Sixth Form Open Evening 6pm - 9pm 

FRI 24 

NOVEM BER  
Late Start 9.15am 

TUE 28 

NOVEM BER  

Careers and Higher Education 

Fair (CHEF) 
6pm - 8pm 

THU 30 

NOVEM BER  

Year 12 Parents’ & Students’ 

Consultation Evening 

4.15pm - 

7.15pm 

WED 6 

DECEM BER  

Year 9 & 10 Performing Arts 

Theatre Trip 

4.30pm - 

10pm 

THU 7 

DECEM BER  

Year 13 Parents’ & Students’ 

Consultation Evening 

4.15pm - 

7.15pm 

WED 13 

DECEM BER  
Christmas Concert 7.30pm - 9pm 

FRI 15 

DECEM BER  
End of Term 2 - Early finish 12.30pm finish 

MON 17 - TUE 2 

DECEM BER -  JANUARY  
Christmas Holidays  

WED 3 

JANUARY  

INSET Day - School closed for all 

year groups 
 

THU 4 

JANUARY  
Start of Term 3 8.40am start 

Pictured l-r: MaidEnergy’s Leah Robson, FPSS Governor Shane  Woodhatch, 

Headteacher Dr Morrison, Governor Jacqui Edwards and Michael Beaven from 

MaidEnergy.  

MAIDENERGY VIDEO  

Video courtesy of Bjoern Reinke. 

mailto:media@furzeplatt.net
http://www.furzeplatt.com/
https://twitter.com/furze_platt
https://www.facebook.com/furzeplattsenior/
https://www.furzeplatt.com/page/?title=The+PTFA&pid=41
https://www.linkedin.com/authwall?trk=gf&trkInfo=AQF9_V6ku4-wdgAAAXUswoFQyYkpaGsTvbcuScVxPhjzNpXbQfpVvWmtz3WqEsd09SvpX5mbPTXW1VFBmVNwr_jzEsrc0iNBb586055SxkJN2GeCjtmnesrsuvA_YcFqHwgqtho=&originalReferer=https://www.google.com/&sessionRedirect=https%3A%2F%2F
https://www.furzeplatt.com/page/?title=Term+Dates&pid=184
http://www.furzeplatt.com/calendar/?calid=4&pid=11&viewid=10
https://furzeplatt-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/holdm001_furzeplatt_net/EVTIkbUdtbtAsZLkyLsR6o4BPYh7Cx3LgjZ2oGu4wuMxEA?e=UkHLv9&nav=eyJyZWZlcnJhbEluZm8iOnsicmVmZXJyYWxBcHAiOiJTdHJlYW1XZWJBcHAiLCJyZWZlcnJhbFZpZXciOiJTaGFyZURpYWxvZyIsInJlZmVycmFsQXBwUGxh


 

If you have any news items you wish to feature in our newsletter please email: media@furzeplatt.net 

2 A M B I T I O U S   C O L L A B O R A T I V E    H A P P Y    I N T E G R I T Y   E N D U R A N C E   V E R S A T I L I T Y   E X C E L L E N C E  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DUKE OF EDINBURGH 

AWARDS 

 

Bronze Award – Year 9 

Silver Award – Year 10 

Gold Award – Year 12 

 

We are delighted to let you know that we are offering the 

Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Award (DofE) to students in Year 

9 this year, the Silver Award to our Year 10 students and 

the Gold Award to students currently in Year 12. 

The DofE is a great chance for your child to broaden their 

horizons, discover new interests and talents, have fun with 

friends, develop essential skills for their future and achieve 

an internationally renowned Award.  

Our Sports Leaders 

This week we also welcomed primary students to FPSS for a 

series of sporting activities. The Sports Hall was buzzing with 

enthusiasm and our Sports Leaders were brilliantly running 

the various activities. Speaking to our primary guests they 

were loving the event, and this was in large part due to the 

organisation and enthusiasm of FPSS students.  

Many congratulations to all involved. 

 

 

Year 11 PPEs 

Finally, a reminder to all Year 11 parents and carers that the 

written PPEs are being held in the week of 13 November. 

This is a vital week in the build up to the final exams so 

please be encouraging revision at home.  

 

Take care, 

 

 Dr Andrew J Morrison (BA Hons, PGCE, MA, PhD) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SIXTH FORM OPEN EVENING 

THURSDAY 23RD NOVEMBER, 6-9PM  

We are very much looking forward to seeing Year 

11 students and their families in school for this 

event on Thursday 23rd November. There is no need 

to register for this event in advance.  

Our Sixth Form Open Evening is the starting point 

in the admissions process for next academic year 

and the evening gives a great opportunity for 

students and their families to come into school, 

learn all about what subjects are like in the Sixth 

Form and have their questions answered from 

teachers, students and the Sixth Form team.  

Mr P Ging, Head of Sixth Form 

CLICK HERE FOR OPEN EVENING DETAILS/TIMINGS  

EARLY BREAK 2  

MONDAY 13
TH

 - FRIDAY 17
TH

 NOVEMBER 

 

In order to accommodate the Year 11 Pre Public 

Exams (PPEs) our Break 2 will run an hour earlier than 

usual for the week 13th -17th November. For all 

students, Break 2 will therefore be from 12.45-1.15pm 

with P4 moving back to 1.15pm - 2.15pm. The rest of 

the day will run as normal. 

FOOD TECH DEPARTMENT REQUEST:  

CAN YOU HELP? 

If you have any spare (empty) containers left 

over from Halloween, we would love to take them off  

your hands! 

Please leave them at Main Reception. 

Thank you. 

CAREERS AND 

HIGHER 

EDUCATION 

FAIR 

Tuesday 28th 

November  

Further details to 

follow for this 

event. 

CAREERS AND HIGHER EDUCATION FAIR 

TUESDAY 28TH NOVEMBER 

mailto:media@furzeplatt.net
https://www.furzeplatt.com/page/?title=School+Clubs&pid=504&action=saved
https://www.furzeplatt.com/page/?title=Sixth+Form+Open+Evening+and+Applications&pid=77
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Every young person’s DofE programme is personal to them 

– they can choose what they’d like to do for their Skills, 

Volunteering and Physical sections, and most activities can 

count. Completion of these sections will primarily be the 

responsibility of the students taking part and students can 

either choose to continue an activity they already do or 

discover something completely new. Activities should be 

selected as soon as possible. The activities pack or the DofE 

page on our website can provide suggestions for the 

sections. 

For more information please click below. 

 

Miss D Carty, DofE Manager 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TERM 2 CLUBS 2023-24 

 

Clubs for next term were sent out on Friday 20
th 

October.  Please do not delete these emails as new clubs 

may be added throughout the term and you will need to 

book via the original link. 

 

Parents and carers may wish to sign up to My EVOLVE for 

an overview of clubs, what’s on etc – you can do this 

from the club or academic support clinic emails sent to you 

in two easy steps: 

1. Click on the link in the email as usual to see clubs/clinics 

2. Click ‘create account’ button. 

  

Please note: 

* once in the list of clubs or academic support clinics, click 

on the name of the activity or session you wish to book and 

press confirm 

* please do not duplicate club bookings per session 

* students in upper years may see invitations to academic 

clubs that are not part of their specific academic 

programme; emails are sent to year groups so please only 

choose sessions that are relevant to your son/daughter 

Thank you. 

 

DEBATE CLUB - ALL YEAR GROUPS WELCOME 

 

SCHOOL CLUBS LIST 

Cont. on page 4 

BRONZE DOFE 

SILVER DOFE 

GOLD DOFE 

HOW TO FIND AND PAY FOR TRIPS AND OTHER ITEMS IN 

PARENTMAIL 

SEE MORE ABOUT DOFE 

 

YEAR 8 NATURAL HISTORY MUSEUM 

Parents and carers will have received a letter for a Year 

8 Geography/Science trip to the Natural History Muse-

um.   

Your son/daughter will need to attend only one day. 

Each class and student will be informed which days he 

or she needs to attend: 

• Monday 13th November – 8F/Gg1 (Mr Melville and 

Mrs Brennan), 8F/Gg2 (Mrs McElligott and Mr Harrison) 

and 8F/Gg3 (Dr Walker and Mr Wellard) 

• Wednesday 15th November – 8P/Gg1 (Dr Graham 

and Mr Green), 8P/Gg2 (Miss Harper and Mr Harrison) 

and 8P/Gg3 (Mrs Herrick and Mrs Brennan) 

• Monday 20th November – 8S/Gg1 (Miss Dissegna 
and Mrs Brennan), 8S/Gg2 (Mr Randall and Mr Green) 
and 8S/Gg3 (Mr Melville and Mr Harrison) 

mailto:media@furzeplatt.net
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/18yJyXrTqOxcaZMWi31HGtYk8Rq3b1yQx/view?usp=sharing
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BASKETBALL CLUB 

Pictured: Mr Tipp’s 

Basketball Club 

students in action 

preparing for next 

week’s fixture.  

Good luck to them all. 

 

 

GARDENING CLUB 

Gardening Club students 

enjoyed designing their 

pumpkins this week!  

 

 

 

 

YEAR 8 - HEATHROW STEM CHALLENGE  

This week, all Year 8 students took part in the Heathrow 

STEM Challenge.  This was organised and run by Learning 

to Work with the help of volunteers from Heathrow Airport.  

Students learnt about some of the STEM careers available 

at Heathrow and then worked in groups to design and build 

a Micro-bit robot vehicle, which they programmed to move 

round a track.  

Each student took on a particular role for this activity – 

project manager, designer, safety officer or programmer.  

 YEAR 13 CHEMISTRY - IMPERIAL COLLEGE 

As well as learning 

about careers and about 

coding, students used 

transferable skills such 

as problem solving, 

teamwork and 

communication. FPSS 

staff and our visitors 

were all impressed with 

the way in which 

students participated in 

this activity and the skills 

they displayed.  Well 

done Year 8.  

We would also like 

to  thank Learning to Work and the volunteers from 

Heathrow.  

Mrs J Bubb, Careers Leader 

The aim of the Chemistry Department at Furze Platt 
Senior school at KS5 is to build on pupil’s science capital 
and passion for Chemistry, their chosen A Level subject. 
As such, a group of our year 13 Chemistry pupils (2024 
cohort) visited Imperial College London (ICL) for a 
schools’ insight day. Pupils were able to see what a 
university campus looks like, tour the Molecular Science 
Research Hub facilities and subject areas, sit in a lecture 
hall and speak to Professor Rob Law. The focus of the 
day was to provide pupils with an insight into how to apply 
for higher education, how it is funded, what are the 
expectations of universities and to support pupils with 
their Spectroscopy studies. 

ICL is one of the most prestigious universities in the 
country and was ranked 1st in the QS World University 
Rankings 2023. Visiting such a reputable university 
clearly indicates to pupils the aspirations that we have for 
them and sets high expectations as to what we believe 
they can achieve.  

Miss K. Lee commented, “It was an unforgettable 
experience; the White City was a lovely, modern campus. 
I enjoyed the inspiring tour around the labs of the MSRH 
building and this has motivated me to work towards the 
standard of this aspirational environment. Professor Law's 
lecture on NMR spectroscopy, was very informative and 
gave us an insight of this very useful chemistry 
technique.” 

We hope that such trips shall continue to raise our 
students’ aspirations and that our Year 13 cohort will in a 
few months’ time achieve as good as - if not better - 
results than our 2023 cohort. 

 

 

 

YEAR 12 BTEC SPORTS STUDIES  

 

BTEC Sports 

Studies 

students 

proudly 

displaying 

Week 1 of 

their training 

programme 

for Mr Colmer, 

Head of Year 

13.  

 

 

mailto:media@furzeplatt.net
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BOOK TICKETS 

TURING CHALLENGE RESULTS 

 

Here are the full Turing 

Challenge results from last term. 

 All of the students represented 

their Houses brilliantly. 

 

YEAR 7 

Year 7 winner:  

Arush Seth from Osprey. 

 

Place House 

1st Osprey 

2nd Falcon 

3rd Eagle 

4th Hawk 

Place House 

1st Osprey 

2nd Falcon 

3rd Eagle 

4th Hawk 

YEAR 8 
 

Year 8 winner:  

Fraser Roberts from Osprey. 

YEAR 9 

Year 9 winner: 

Abigail Downes from 

Falcon. 

Place House 

1st Falcon 

2nd Osprey 

3rd Eagle 

4th Hawk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AUTISTIC GIRLS NETWORK 

Tuesday 21
st 

November, 7pm, School Theatre 

We are joined by Cathy Wassell, who runs the charity, 

Autism in Girls Network, to talk about how girls are often 

diagnosed much later than boys due to misconceptions 

about how autism presents itself. 

 

Ticket prices are £5 (to cover the cost of hosting Cathy at 

our theatre) and can be purchased via the link https://

www.ticketsource.co.uk/furzeplatttheatre or QR code 

below. 

For any other enquiries contact 

theatre@furzeplatt.net 

Mrs M Holden, Theatre Manager 

 

 

 

 

 

FREE BREAKFAST FOR ALL STUDENTS AT FPSS  

As part of our school provision, the FPSS Pastoral Team 

and the Innovate Canteen Service believe it is vital to 

ensure that all students are given a healthy and sustaining 

breakfast to set them up for success over the school day.  

Therefore, all students at FPSS are entitled to a free 

breakfast of porridge oats at school.  

There will be a small surcharge for porridge toppings, and 

this will be covered for students in receipt of free school 

meals. This is a slight adjustment to the previous provision 

that was in place.  

 

 

 

 

 

YEAR 11 

Year 11 winner: 

Edward Foxton from 

Falcon. 

Place House 

1st Falcon 

2nd Osprey 

  

  

SIXTH FORM 

Sixth Form winner: 

Finlay Palmer from 

Falcon. 

Place House 

1st Falcon 

2nd Hawk 

3rd Eagle 

4th Osprey 

YEAR 10 

Year 10 winner: 

George Norton from 

Eagle. 

Place House 

1st Eagle 

2nd Falcon 

3rd Osprey 

4th Hawk 

69114 70466 
73187 

68990 

 

HOW TO TOP UP LUNCH MONEY IN PARENTMAIL 

mailto:media@furzeplatt.net
http://www.ticketsource.co.uk/furzeplatttheatre
link%20https:/www.ticketsource.co.uk/
link%20https:/www.ticketsource.co.uk/
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Contact us 
Email: ptfa@furzeplatt.net Facebook: https://
www.facebook.com/fpssptfa 

 

Website: https://www.furzeplatt.com/page/?
title=The+PTFA&pid=41 

SOLD OUT QUIZ AND 

HOT BUFFET DINNER  
 

Friday 10
th

 November 7.30-10pm 

 

Main School Hall.  

If you have purchased tickets for this event we are looking 
forward to seeing you next Friday, don’t forget to bring 
cash for the raffle too! 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

THANK YOU TO ALL MEMBERS IN THE 200 

CLUB AND SIGNED UP TO 

EASYFUNDRAISING – YOU MAKE A REAL 

DIFFERENCE.  

THERE’S SPACE FOR MORE MEMBERS SO CLICK THROUGH NOW -     
 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/furzeplattsenior 

 

 

 

Uniform Co-ordinator is Carina Charles (Year 8 parent). Please 

email your requests to: PTFAUniform@furzeplatt.net  and 

Carina will get back to you. Please add this email address to 

your ‘safe senders list’.  

 

Scretary and 200 Club Administrator is Gill Healey (Year 10 parent). Notifications will be emailed from: 

PTFA200Club@furzeplatt.net  Please add this email address to your ‘safe senders list’.    

 

JOIN THE 200 CLUB - £5 PER MONTH 

HELPERS 

NEEDED 

 

We are after 4-6 

helpers for next Friday. 

Help required from 6pm in the school 

hall to set up the bar and set out the 

Quiz tables and chairs.  

Clear up begins around 9.45/10pm when 

the quiz is almost over. There's the 

raffle to deal with and washing up as 

necessary. Come and join a friendly 

team of PTFA helpers! 

Please email us asap: ptfa@furzeplatt.net 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

£££ = £££ 

MATCHED 

FUNDING 
Your employer 
matches it 

Matched funding is achieved when a parent/carer/friend 
has donated to and/or helped at a charity event or activity 
and their employer/company operates a 'community charity 
support' scheme. The employee completes a form/applies 
to the company for a contribution towards the funds raised. 
It's also tax effective and can be deducted from the 
business corporation tax, plus, the employee can use it for 
their own tax advantage too. 
 
If your employer offers this please email us: 
ptfa@furzeplatt.net 

mailto:media@furzeplatt.net
https://www.facebook.com/fpssptfa
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mailto:PTFAUniform@furzeplatt.net
mailto:PTFA200Club@furzeplatt.net
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mailto:ptfa@furzeplatt.net
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To book any of the events on this page please click the link here 

To book click here 

To book click here 

mailto:media@furzeplatt.net
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