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Monday 18 th September - Friday 22 nd  September 2023  

t¢C! 

MESSAGE FROM THE HEADTEACHER  
 

Dear Students, Parents and Carers, 

 

Languages Week 

We have an amazing range of languages 

spoken within FPSS. They represent the 

diversity amongst our student, parent, 

carer and staff community. Next week we 

will celebrate this cultural variety through 

Languages Week. Whether in conversation in classrooms, 

baking cakes from around the world or through one of the 

many other activities, we will look to learn from one another 

and pool our skills and knowledge.  
 

Not all of us are natural linguists (I still get nervous at 

memories of my GCSE German Speaking exam) but the 

aim of the week is to recognise the value of learning about 

other cultures and languages, ensuring our students are 

young people of the world, not just the locality. In 

preparation for the week, please do share your language 

skills and cultural experiences with your children to 

enhance the rich conversations that will occur in school. 

 

Year 7 Longridge Visits 

Next week will be an exciting one for Year 7 with their team 

building visits to Longridge. Different groups are going on 

Monday, Tuesday and Friday. I hope that students enjoy 

the various activities and build relationships with staff and 

students. 

 

Year 11 PPEs 

In preparation for their upcoming GCSEs, our Year 11 sit a 

series of ómockô exams (PPEs) to get them ready to be 

successful in their examinations. Next week sees English 

Literature and Maths PPEs. Good luck to students as they 

prepare and sit these examinations. 

 

Take care, 

Dr Andrew J Morrison (BA Hons, PGCE, MA, PhD)  

 

SCHOOL TERM DATES  

Next week (Week 2)  

UPCOMING EVENTS ALL EVENTS 

Forthcoming Events  

MON 25  

SEPTEM BE R   

Languages Week   

Year 7 Teambuilding - Day 1   

TUE 26 

SEPTEM BE R   
Year 7 Teambuilding - Day 2   

FRI 29 

SEPTEM BE R  
Year 7 Teambuilding - Day 3   

 

 

 

DUKE OF EDINBURGH 

AWARD SCHEME 

Bronze, Silver and Gold Awards 

We are delighted to let you know that we will be offering the 

Bronze, Silver and Gold Duke of Edinburgh Awards (DofE) 

to students in Years 9, 10, 12 & 13 this academic year. The 

DofE is a great chance for your child to broaden their 

horizons, discover new interests and talents, have fun with 

friends, develop essential skills for their future and achieve 

an internationally renowned Award. 

 

Miss D Carty, Alternative Curriculum Support Worker  

MON 2  

OCTOBER 
Sixth Form Creative Apprenticeship Fair   

TUE 3 

OCTOBER 
Senior Maths Challenge for Years 12 & 13  

8.40am - 

3.15pm  

WED 4 

OCTOBER 

Sixth Form Greece Trip - Student Training  2.15pm - 4pm  

Thailand Expedition 2025 -  Information 

Evening  
6pm - 7pm  

THU 5 

OCTOBER 

Whole School Open Evening  

(Early finish to school day 12.30pm)  
6pm - 9pm  

FRI 6 

OCTOBER 

INSET DAY - School closed for all year 

groups  
All day  
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TURING CHALLENGE  HOUSE COMPETITION  

This half termôs House competition is a Turing maths 

challenge, in honour of Alan Turing. Within each year group, 

1 student from each House will compete against each other. 

The winners will win prizes and lots of House points! 

Prizes: 

¶ The selected finalists of each year group will all get 10 

points each. 

¶ The winners of each year group final will all get 50 points 

each + Ã10 amazon voucher. 

¶ The winning House in each year will get 1000 points, 600 

points for 2
nd

 place, 400 points for 3
rd
 place and 200 

points for 4
th
 place 

 

Who was Alan Turing?  

¶ Alan Turing, (born June 23, 1912) was an English 

mathematician and logician. He studied at the 

University of Cambridge and at Princetonôs Institute for 

Advanced Study.  

¶ He believed that computers eventually would be 

capable of thought indistinguishable from that of a 

human and proposed a simple test (the Turing test) to 

assess this capability. His papers on the subject are 

widely acknowledged as the foundation of research 

in artificial intelligence.  

¶ He did valuable work in cryptography during World War 

II, playing an important role in breaking the Enigma 

code used by Germany for radio communications. 

¶ After the war he taught at the University of Manchester 

and began work on what is now known as artificial 

intelligence.  

¶ He showed endurance in the face of lots of adversity in 

his life. 

 

Mrs K McElligott,  House Competition Co-ordinator 

 

 

THAILAND MARINE 

CONSERVATION EXPEDITION 2025 

I am very excited to announce that in the Summer of 2025 

Furze Platt Senior School will be running a marine 

conservation expedition to Thailand. 

The trip will be open to all current year 11 and 12 

students. 
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We are partnering with Flooglebinder a travel and 

conservation company. They are the first B-Corp certified 

travel company and are experts in delivering educational 

programmes that create change for people and the planet.  

We will be holding a parent information evening on 

Wednesday 4
th
 October 2023 6pm in the school Theatre for 

parents and students in years 11 and 12, At the meeting you 

will be able to meet representatives from Flooglebinder, who 

will give a detailed presentation outlining all aspects of the 

expedition you will also have the opportunity to ask 

questions  ï more information will follow via parent mail over 

the coming week. 

In the meantime, use the link below to find out more about 

Flooglebinder and the Thailand experience.  

 

Mr D Randall, Outdoor Education & Enrichment Leader  

 

 

 

AUTISM IN GIRLS TALK, TUESDAY 10
TH
 OCTOBER  AT 

7PM - POSTPONED 

Unfortunately we are having to postpone the Autism in Girls 

talk on 10
th
 October. 

Due to unforeseen circumstances Cathy Wassell, the 

speaker, is currently unable to travel to our theatre. 

We considered having this virtually, but on balance think it 

would be better in person. 

We will be rearranging the evening and offering those who 

bought tickets either a refund or tickets to the postponed 

event. 

Mrs M Holden, Theatre Manager 

 

YEAR 10 GCSE THEATRE TRIP 

On Thursday 14
th
 September, we took 36 year 10 Drama 

GCSE students to the Oxford Playhouse to watch Blood 

Brothers. This is our set text at GCSE and students gained 

such a lot from watching the play first hand. Now a classic 

play written by Willy Russell in 1982, the play explores 

themes of social class and inequality. Set in Liverpool in 

1960-1980, the story follows twins, Mickey and Edward 

who were separated at birth. The play, which is actually a 

musical, has some excellent comic moments, especially 

through the character Mickey, but also in heart-breaking in 

it's narrative. Students were gripped by the story and are 

looking forward to exploring it practically in lessons.  

 

 

SCHOOL MUSICAL- UPDATE 

On Monday 18
th
 September, 95 students auditioned for 

this years school musical, Guys and Dolls. The Performing 

Arts Department were overwhelmed by the amount of 

students wanting to take part and also the level of talent 

here at Furze Platt. Students had to perform a scene in a 

group from the musical and also sing a song as a group or 

as a solo. The cast list will be announced in next weeks 

Newsletter. Rehearsals start on Tuesday 

26
th

 September in the Theatre at 3.15-5pm.  

FIND OUT MORE 

wŜƘŜŀǊǎŀƭǎ ǎǘŀǊǘ ƻƴ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ 

нсǘƘ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¢ƘŜŀǘǊŜ 

ŀǘ оΦмр-рǇƳΦ  
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