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NEW CHALLENGESNEW CHALLENGES

NEW OPPORTUNITIESNEW OPPORTUNITIES

YEAR 8 PARENTS’ INFORMATION YEAR 8 PARENTS’ INFORMATION 

EVENINGEVENING

• Progression 

through school

• New ways of 

gaining 

qualifications

Our Aims

• More flexibility

• More joined up

• Some choice

• More motivation

NEW YEAR 9 NEW YEAR 9 
CURRICULUMCURRICULUM

Maths and EnglishMaths and English

•• Progression from Progression from Year Year 8 incorporating GCSE 8 incorporating GCSE 
work appropriate to students’ abilitywork appropriate to students’ ability

•• Working towards taking GCSE Maths Working towards taking GCSE Maths earlyearly
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ENGLISH

•• ShakespeareShakespeare

•• PoetryPoetry

•• MediaMedia

•• Study of a NovelStudy of a Novel

•• Non fiction writingNon fiction writing

•• Speaking and ListeningSpeaking and Listening

Maths

•• Continue to develop Shape, Space, Data Continue to develop Shape, Space, Data 

Handling.Handling.

•• More work on applying knowledge to real More work on applying knowledge to real 

life problems life problems –– functional skillsfunctional skills

•• Grading by GCSE gradesGrading by GCSE grades

HISTORY and HISTORY and 
GEOGRAPHYGEOGRAPHY
•• Most of the work is the foundation for Most of the work is the foundation for 

GCSEs in these GCSEs in these subjectssubjects

•• Assessments which give students a Assessments which give students a 
chance to work in the same way they chance to work in the same way they 
will at GCSEwill at GCSE

•• Explore themes which are the building Explore themes which are the building 
blocks for GCSE topicsblocks for GCSE topics

RE
• More focus on 
Philosophy and Ethics

• Start the GCSE course 

in the summer termterm
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British Computing SocietyBritish Computing Society
ITQITQ

• More lesson time

• Students will achieve 1 GCSE 

equivalents

• The course runs through Year 9, 10 

and 11

• Varied - including traditional and 

multimedia content

Science at Key Stage 4Science at Key Stage 4

Level 2 Level 2 pathways:pathways:

1.1. Triple Science GCSE Triple Science GCSE –– Biology, Physics, Biology, Physics, 

ChemistryChemistry

2.2. Double Science Double Science –– 2 GCSE2 GCSE

3.3. BTEC Science BTEC Science –– 1 GCSE Equiv1 GCSE Equiv

Science in Year 9Science in Year 9

•• All students study All students study a course which includes a course which includes 

aspects of GCSE aspects of GCSE Physics, Chemistry and Physics, Chemistry and 

Biology.  This is the ‘Core Science.’Biology.  This is the ‘Core Science.’

ENGLISH BACCALAUREATE

Gained by students who achieve C or 

above in:

ENGLISH, MATHS, SCIENCE, A LANGUAGE,
AND

GEOGRAPHY OR HISTORY



4

Art, Textiles 
and Technology 
Option Choices 
for Year 9

Choose three from: Choose three from: 

•• Art and DesignArt and Design

•• Art /TextilesArt /Textiles

•• Art / GraphicsArt / Graphics

•• Food TechnologyFood Technology

•• Resistant Resistant MaterialsMaterials

Put choices in order of Put choices in order of 
preference 1 to 5 and return by preference 1 to 5 and return by 

Monday!Monday!

Modern Foreign Modern Foreign 

LanguagesLanguages
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Languages

••Working towards Asset LanguagesWorking towards Asset Languages

Nationally recognisedNationally recognised
Can be added to in later Can be added to in later lifelife

ALL CHILDREN WILL CONTINUE ALL CHILDREN WILL CONTINUE 

WITH THE LANGUAGE THEY HAVE WITH THE LANGUAGE THEY HAVE 

BEEN STUDYING IN YEARS 7 AND 8BEEN STUDYING IN YEARS 7 AND 8

MUSIC/ DRAMA/ GERMAN

Choose 2 from: Choose 2 from: 

•• MUSICMUSIC

•• GERMANGERMAN

•• DRAMADRAMA

DramaDrama

•• Longer project based workLonger project based work

•• Showcase eveningsShowcase evenings

•• Theatre visitsTheatre visits

•• Design and technicalDesign and technical

MusicMusic

Musical Futures projectMusical Futures project

-- Group performingGroup performing

Introduction to software used in Introduction to software used in 

GCSEGCSE

More sophisticated recordingMore sophisticated recording
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Important Date

Return Forms by 

Thursday 17th May

Year 8 Parents’ Evening


