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The BTEC Diploma in Art and Design will let you build on the essential skills, techniques, 
attitudes and understanding gained in the BTEC First Certificate or Diploma.  
 
The essential elements of the course give you a strong understanding of the fundamentals 
of art and design - techniques and materials, concepts and influences, visual recording and 
communication.  
 
The specific focus is up to you; you can choose to specialise in the area that you are most 
talented and interested in, such as Fine Art, 3D work, Textiles or Fashion. 
 
There are five compulsory core units plus a choice of units from a range of professional 
specialist areas. 
 

BTEC Diploma in Art and Design  

Five core units  

 
 Visual Recording in Art and Design  
 Materials, Techniques and Processes in Art and Design  
 Ideas and Concepts in Art and Design 
 Visual Communication in Art and Design 
 Contextual Influences in Art and Design 

 
Seven Professional and Specialist units 

These will be different for Art and Textile Student s. 
 
For example:- 

 Design Methods in Art and Design 

 Experimental Imagery in Photography 

 Image Manipulation Computer Applications 

 Mixed Media Image Making 

 Printmaking 

 Exploring Specialist Textile Techniques 

 Garment and Accessory Production 
 
 
We also hope to offer the Level 3 BTEC Subsidiary Diploma in Art and Design as a single 
option choice. This will contain the first 4 of the above core units plus 2 additional specialist 
units.  
 

AS LEVEL 3 BTEC DIPLOMA  
IN ART AND DESIGN 

 EDEXCEL 
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Where will this qualification take me? 
 
Employment opportunities 
With the international recognition of BTEC courses, you can progress straight into 
employment. If successful there are a wide variety of prospective careers that you can 
explore, for example: art exhibition organiser, illustrator or modelmaker. 
 
Further vocational and academic qualifications 
The BTEC Diploma in Art and Design has the equivalence of two GCE A Levels, grades A-
C and it is possible for you to progress further into higher education, as successful BTEC 
National qualifications give UCAS points for university applications. The Subsidiary Diploma 
is equivalent to one A level, grade A–C. 
 
How long will it take me to complete this qualifica tion? 
A BTEC Level 3 Diploma will be taught at Furze Platt as a double option, between 16-20 
hours every two weeks and will take two academic years to complete. The BTEC Level 3 
Subsidiary Diploma is a single option, between 8 – 10 hours every 2 weeks but will also 
take 2 academic years to complete. There will be no final exams as it is ongoing 
assessment throughout. 
 
What are the entry requirements? 
You will have needed to have gained a Merit or Distinction in your BTEC First Certificate or 
First Diploma course or 4 GCSE’s , (C and above) including an A*-C grade in GCSE Art 
and Design or Art/Textiles and have a good portfolio of work. 
 
 
The new Level 3 course at Furze Platt Senior School will encourage diversity. Initially the 
main focus will be on developing students’ awareness of fundamental elements of the 
design process, through to production. The course will develop essential skills, and 
considers creative concepts in 2D and 3D through studio and workshop practice. It will 
provide a framework inside which students are prepared to enter the industry or higher 
education 
 
Art or Textiles will introduce you to a range of inter-related activities. Students who have 
enjoyed working through BTEC’s or GCSE’s will find that the Diploma allows you to develop 
projects using a more personal approach.  
 
You will visit museums and galleries in London and Oxford, visit local places of interests, 
work with visiting artist and designers, enter competitions and will be given the opportunity 
to travel and study in New York, Paris, Venice or Barcelona.  
 
For further information please contact Mrs Mulhern or Mr Goswell. 
 
 
Mrs S Mulhern               
Head of Art, Textiles and Design and Technology  

AS LEVEL 3 BTEC NATIONAL CERTIFICATE 
IN ART AND DESIGN 

 EDEXCEL 
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For A level Biology we follow the AQA course as it is the most interesting and allows for 
excellent continuity between the new GCSE in terms of both approach and coursework.  
 
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS:  5 subjects at grade ‘C’ or above at GCSE including a ‘B’ in 

GCSE Biology (Separate award) or in the Biology component 
of the Double Award.  

 
Why choose Biology? 
·  The specification builds on concepts and skills that will have been developed in the new 

GCSE Science specifications and it presents biology as exciting, relevant and 
challenging. 

·  The course presents essential principles in a way that students find interesting and will 
stimulate their enthusiasm. 

·  It emphasises the way in which scientists work and the contribution of science to 
modern society. 

·  The course encourages the development of skills alongside understanding of concepts 
and principles. 

·  The scheme of assessment allows for stretch and challenge for the most able but still 
allows for the less able to show their ability. 

 
Biology is an important, if not essential, subject for any student looking for a career in any 
of the animal, medical, food, sports or agriculture related subjects.  

 
AS LEVEL CONTENT 
 
Unit 1.  Biology and Disease.  
Students will study the physiology of the digestive, gas exchange and transport systems of 
humans and other mammals. This will include the role of enzymes and the transport of 
substances across membranes. They will also learn about some of the major diseases that 
affect these systems, the body’s defence mechanisms against them and how drugs can 
limit the effects of these diseases. Students will also develop many of the investigative and 
practical skills required for the practical assessment in unit 3. 
 
Unit 2. The variety of living organisms. 
In this unit students will study the structure of DNA and how the similarities and differences 
in this molecule result in genetic diversity. 
It also includes a study of classification and the extensive variety of life and how such 
factors such as size and metabolic rate affect the requirements of organisms and gives rise 
to specialised systems. It will also allow for the further development of practical and 
analytical skills. 

AS & A LEVEL BIOLOGY AQA 
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Unit 3.  Investigative and practical skills in AS B iology 
Students will be required to demonstrate the following; 

·  their ability to carry out safe, ethical practical techniques, 
·  to select appropriate methods, 
·  to make, record and communicate reliable and valid observations and 

measurements with appropriate precision and accuracy, 
·  to analyse, explain and evaluate their own and other’s results. 

 
These assessments will have a similar structure to those undertaken at GCSE. 
 
AS LEVEL:    FORM OF ASSESSMENT 

Unit Form of Assessment Weighting of 
Marks 

1. BIOL1 
 

Exam paper (60 raw marks)  1¼ hrs. 
 5-7 short answer questions plus 2 longer questions, 
a short comprehension and a short structured essay 

33.3% AS 
16.6% A-level 

2. BIOL2 Exam paper  (85 raw marks)  1¾ hrs 
7-9 short answer questions plus 2 longer questions (1 
data handling and 1 assessing analysis and 
evaluation) 

46.6% AS 
23.3% A-level 

3. BIOL3 Centre assessed unit  (50 raw marks) 
Practical Skills Assessment (PSA) 6 marks 
Investigative Skills Assessment (ISA) 44 marks 

20% AS 
10% A-level 

 
A2 LEVEL CONTENT 
Unit 4.   Populations and environment 
This involves the study of communities and ecosystems through which energy is 
transferred and elements are cycled. Genetic variation, inheritance and the potential 
formation of new species are also included. Consideration of the impact that humans have 
on the ecological balance forms an important part of this unit. Students will also attend a 
residential field course to study a range of habitats and to collect quantitative data for 
statistical analysis. 
 
Unit 5.   Control in cells and in organisms 
This includes the study of nervous and hormonal control, the detection of internal and 
external stimuli and how organisms respond to them. It also includes a study of protein 
synthesis and how sequencing and manipulation of DNA has many medical and 
technological applications. 
 
Unit 6. Investigative and practical skills in A2 Bi ology 
This will assess similar aspects as those in AS Biology based on the skills learned in units 
4 and 5.  

AS & A LEVEL BIOLOGY AQA  
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A2 LEVEL:  FORM OF ASSESSMENT 
 

Unit Form of Assessment Weighting of 
Marks 

4. BIOL4 
 

Exam paper  (75 raw marks)  1½hrs 
6-9 short answer questions plus 2 longer questions 
( a short comprehension and a short structured 
essay  

16.6% A-level 

5 BIOL5. Exam paper (100 raw marks) 2¼hrs 
8-10 short answer questions plus 2 longer 
questions (a data handling question and a synoptic 
essay- (choice of 1 out of 2) 

23.3% A-level 

6. BIOL6 Centre assessed unit  (50 raw marks) 
Practical Skills Assessment (PSA) 6 marks 
Investigative Skills Assessment (ISA) 44 marks 

10% A-level 

 
 

Student Comment  

A level Biology is a fascinating and exciting subject. You are comfortably eased into the 
subject from GCSE and get to cover all aspects of biology ranging from biochemistry 
right through to ecology. You are therefore bound to find something you enjoy. It goes 
hand in hand with chemistry and is useful in geography but can also be a break if you 
are contemplating doing art type subjects. The field trip in year 13 is extremely good and 
gives you a sense of independence when you are doing your very own investigation. If 
you are enjoying the subject now then seriously consider it for A level as it is only going 
to get better! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mrs J Bates 
 

AS & A LEVEL BIOLOGY AQA 



9 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS:  5 subjects at grade ‘C’ or above at GCSE   including a ‘B’ 

in GCSE Biology (Separate award) or in the Biology 
component of the Double Award.  

 
Why choose Human Biology? 
 

·  The specification has a thematic approach, its principles being related to 
contemporary issues, emphasising factors that may affect people’s health and how 
they interact with and affect their own environment. The emphasis is on UK and 
urban perspectives and ‘real life’ contexts. Exam questions will reflect up-to-date 
concerns and issues in our society. 

·  The specification builds on concepts and skills students will have developed from 
the new GCSEs and the practical assessment will be the same as the ISAs taken at 
GCSE.  

·  The scheme of assessment allows for stretch and challenge for the most able but 
still allows for the less able to show their ability. 

 
Human Biology would be an excellent choice for a student wishing to pursue a career in 
any of the medically related subjects, sports or social science, or as an extremely 
interesting subject in its own right that has important relevance in today’s society.  
It is always advisable though, to check the prerequisites of any university or college course. 
 
AS LEVEL CONTENT 
 
Unit 1. The Body and its Diseases 
To maintain a healthy lifestyle, humans need to eat a balanced diet. This unit includes a 
study of the nature of this food and the human digestive, gas exchange and transport 
systems. It also includes a study of the micro-organisms that cause disease associated with 
these systems and some of the other conditions caused by changes in cell structure or the 
effect of lifestyle. 
 
Unit 2. Why people are like they are!  
This unit investigates how genetic information is copied and transmitted from generation to 
generation and how errors that occur may lead to new forms of organisms. It also looks at 
how individuals within a population vary from each other and how evolution has occurred 
with special emphasis on human evolution and adaptation to different ways of life. 

AS & A LEVEL HUMAN BIOLOGY AQA 
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Unit 3. Investigative and practical skills in AS Hu man Biology 
Students will be required to demonstrate the following; 

·  their ability to carry out safe, ethical practical techniques, 
·  to select appropriate methods, 
·  to make, record and communicate reliable and valid observations and 

measurements with appropriate precision and accuracy, 
·  to analyse, explain and evaluate their own and other’s results. 

 
These assessments will have a similar structure to those undertaken at GCSE. 
 
AS LEVEL:    FORM OF ASSESSMENT 
 

Unit Form of Assessment Weighting of 
marks 

1. HBIO1 Exam paper (80 raw marks) 1½ hrs 
7-10 short answer question, involving a short 
comprehension/case study 

40% AS 
20% A-level 

2. HBIO2 Exam paper (80 raw marks) 1½ hrs 
7-10 short answer question, involving a short 
comprehension/case study 

40% AS 
20% A-level 

3. HBIO3 Centre assessed unit  (50 raw marks) 
Practical Skills Assessment (PSA) 6 marks. 
Investigative Skills Assessment (ISA) 44 marks 

20% AS 
10% A-level 

 
A2 LEVEL CONTENT 
Unit 4.  Bodies and Cells in and out of control 
This unit looks at the way in which the working of the different systems within the body are 
coordinated and controlled. It also includes human reproduction and its control and 
treatment and the inheritance of our characteristics. It also deals with the effects of drugs 
on the functioning of the nervous system. 
 
Unit 5.  The air we breathe, the water we drink, th e food we eat. 
Human populations do not live in isolation. We depend on other organisms for our survival 
and we have a great influence on the biotic and abiotic components of ecosystems. This 
unit looks at the effect our activities have on our health, the land around us, our climate and 
on evolution. 
 
Unit 6. Investigative and practical skills in A2 Hu man Biology 
This will assess similar aspects as those in AS Human Biology based on the skills learned 
in units 4 and 5.  

AS & A LEVEL HUMAN BIOLOGY AQA  
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A2 LEVEL:  FORM OF ASSESSMENT 
 

Unit  Form of Assessment Weighting of Marks 
4. HBIO4 Exam paper (95 raw marks)  2hrs 

9-11 short answer questions plus 1 longer question 
involving ’methodology’ and data interpretation. Some of 
the questions will have a synoptic element 

20% A-level. 
 

5. HBIO5 Exam paper (95 raw marks)  2hrs 
7-9 short answer questions plus 1 longer question that will 
offer a choice of 2 essay topics. Some of the questions 
will have a synoptic element 

20% A-level 

6. HBIO6 Centre assessed unit  (50 raw marks) 
Practical Skills Assessment (PSA) 6 marks 
Investigative Skills Assessment (ISA) 44 marks 

10% A-level 

 
 
 

Student Comment  

In Human Biology the modules on genetics and inheritance are particularly interesting. 
The course teaches and explains each module so that it has relevance either to another 
chapter or with examples that are easily understood. The modules range from the heart 
and lungs to the effect of humans on our environment. Human Biology links in well with 
other subjects like PE.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mrs J Bates  
 

 
 
 

AS & A LEVEL HUMAN BIOLOGY AQA 
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ENTRY REQUIREMENTS:  5 subjects at C grade or above including English Language. 
N.B.  You do not need to have studied GCSE Business Studi es to be accepted onto 
this course. 
 
This course combines academic study with awareness and understanding of the business 
world around you. If you are interested in the business news headlines, or in how 
businesses are created and grow, about how they are managed and the skills required in 
the management process, you should find the subject interesting and stimulating. 

ASSESSMENT AND GRADING: 
Two units at AS Level covering Units 1 and 2. Both units are externally assessed. 
Two units at A2 Level covering Units 3 and 7. Both units are externally assessed.. 
 

A-level Equivalent Content Delivery 
Part Award 1 AS level Units 1 and 2 1 year 
Single Award 1 A-level Units  3 and 7 2 years 

 
Mandatory: 

Unit  Title Details Assessment 
1 AS – An 

Introduction 
to Business 
 

This unit considers the way in which 
businesses operate and the effect of the 
external business environment. 
Students develop an awareness of how 
the business environment provides 
opportunities and imposes constraints 
on the pursuit of short-term and long-
term objectives. 
This unit is studied within the context of 
local, national and international 
constraints on business structure, 
objectives and environment 

Externally set 
examination.  40% of the 
total AS GCE marks 
1 h written paper 
60 marks Candidates 
answer five questions. 
 

2 AS – 
Business 
Functions 

This unit enables students to recognise 
interrelationships between each of the 
four main behavioural functions of 
business; marketing, accounting and 
finance, people and operations.  
Students learn that for an organisation 
to be a success in a dynamic and 
challenging environment, decisions have 
to be taken in the context of both the 
organisation’s wider objectives and its 
resources. 
. 
 

Externally set 
examination.  60% of the 
total AS GCE marks 
2 h written paper 
90 marks 
This question paper has 
two sections: 
Section A: Candidates are 
required to answer one 
six-part question. 
Section B: Candidates are 
required to answer all four 
questions based on the 
pre-released case- study 
stimulus material.  

AS & A LEVEL BUSINESS OCR  
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3 A2  

Marketing  
Students learn to show critical 
awareness of the theories, concepts 
and decision-making tools that are 
integral to marketing and to use them in 
solving problems and/or making 
decisions. The approach is an 
integrated one in which students are 
expected to explain, analyse, evaluate 
and use marketing information in ways 
that take into account considerations 
relating to appropriate aspects of 
organisational structure and activity and 
the environment within which marketing 
activity takes 
 

Externally set 
examination.  20% of the 
total 
Advanced GCE 
marks 
2 h written paper six 
questions based on the 
case study stimulus 
material. 
 

7 A2 Strategic 
Management 

The emphasis is on strategy, its nature, 
development, implementation and a 
critical evaluation in the context of 
specific organisational and business 
situations in order to solve problems 
and/or make decisions. Students are 
required to recognise potential 
conflict(s) between the objectives of 
different stakeholder interests and 
suggest and evaluate resolutions to 
such conflict(s). They should be able to 
recognise the inter-relationships 
between objectives and an uncertain 
business environment; and to devise 
and evaluate strategies which aim to 
anticipate, respond to, and manage 
change. Students are required to 
demonstrate their integrative 
understanding of the subject and to be 
able to approach situations from the 
perspective of different stakeholders. 
. 

Externally set 
examination.   
30% of the total 
Advanced GCE 
marks 
2 h written paper 
Candidates answer four 
questions based on the 
pre-released case study 
stimulus material, one of 
which will include a 
specified  numerical 
element. 
 

 
 
 

AS & A LEVEL BUSINESS OCR 
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KEY SKILLS: 
All key skills can be achieved through this course. 
 
HOW WILL THE COURSE BE TAUGHT? 
Through the use of case studies and stimulus response papers, discussion, group work and 
visits as appropriate.  
Coursework is available as an option at A2. 
 
CAREER APPLICATIONS: 
Achieving Advanced Level in Business Studies enables students to progress and access 
both higher education and employment in the business sector such as accountancy, financial 
services, human resources, sales and marketing, administration etc. 
 
INDUSTRIAL VISITS:   
External visits may be arranged as appropriate.  
. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mrs J Stacey 
Head of Business Studies

AS & A LEVEL BUSINESS OCR  
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ENTRY REQUIREMENTS:  5 subjects at C grade or above including English Language. 
N.B.  You do not need to have studied GCSE Business Studies to be accepted onto this 
course. 

ASSESSMENT AND GRADING: 
The AS and Advanced GCE in Applied Business are vocational qualifications that enable 
you to develop a broad understanding of Applied Business principles  This course is the 
equivalent to a full A-level but the assessment focuses on coursework rather than on 
examinations. This course would suit you if you prefer to be assessed on coursework rather 
than by the traditional examination route. 
 
Overall Moderation will take place at the end of the programme and your final grade of A – E 
will depend on your achievements in all units.  You are allowed to repeat one unit once only.  
It is possible to fail one unit and still achieve the full award, although your overall grade may 
be below your potential. 
 
Title A-level Equivalent Content Delivery 
Part Award 1 AS level Units 1, 2 and 3 1 year 
Single Award 1 A-level Units 8, 9 & 12 2 years 

 
Mandatory: 

Unit Title Details Assessment 
1 Investigating 

Business 
Aims and objectives of Profit and Not-for-Profit 
businesses. How businesses use market 
research, marketing mix and marketing 
activities help businesses achieve aims and 
objectives. Explore why enterprising behaviour 
and team work are vital to the success of 
businesses. 

Portfolio; 
internally 
assessed 

2 People in 
Business 

Studies roles and responsibilities. Investigates 
qualities sought by employers, training and 
development opportunities. Maturation, 
recruitment and selection processes. Develop 
skills and knowledge needed to successfully 
recruit.  

Portfolio; 
internally 
assessed 

3 Financial 
Planning 
and 
Monitoring  

Legal Forms of Business; Sources of Finance; 
Business Plans; Business Software; Resource 
Management; Costs and Revenues, Profits and 
Break Even, Cash flow and Budgets. 

Externally set 
examination.  
Data response 

8 Business 
Planning 

You will produce a business plan for an 
enterprise you are establishing.  You will find 
out about the market for your product and 
produce a marketing plan in line with your 
findings 

Portfolio:  
internally 
assessed 

AS & A LEVEL APPLIED BUSINESS  
SINGLE AWARD AQA  
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9 A2 
Marketing 
Strategy 

You will produce a plan of a marketing strategy, 
and associated marketing mix, for a new or 
existing business. 

Portfolio:  internally 
assessed 

 
Portfolios of work are assignments that are directly related to real jobs or companies. You 
will develop independent learning skills and time management skills as well as learn to work 
as part of a team on projects and assignments. 
 
KEY SKILLS: 
All key skills can be achieved through this course. 
 
CAREER APPLICATIONS: 
Achieving Advanced Level Vocational Business enables students to progress and access 
both higher education and employment in the business sector such as accountancy, financial 
services, human resources, sales and marketing, administration etc. 
 
INDUSTRIAL VISITS:   
The course requires students to make business contacts and investigate the activities of a 
large company as a minimum.  External visits may be arranged as appropriate.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mrs J Stacey 
Head of Business Studies 
 
 

12 Managing 
People 

Types of Organisational Structure; Functions of 
Management; Types of Decisions; Power and 
Authority; Leadership Styles; Models of 
Maturation. 

Externally set 
examination.  Data 
response. 

AS & A LEVEL APPLIED BUSINESS  
SINGLE AWARD AQA  



17 

 
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS:  5 subjects at C grade or above including English Language. 
N.B.  You do not need to have studied GCSE Business Studies to be accepted onto this 
course. 

ASSESSMENT AND GRADING: 
The AS and Advanced GCE in Applied Business are vocational qualifications that enable you 
to develop a broad understanding of Applied Business principles  This course is the 
equivalent to TWO full A-levels but the assessment focuses on coursework rather than on 
examinations. This course would suit you if you prefer to be assessed on coursework rather 
than by the traditional examination route. 
 
Overall Moderation will take place at the end of the programme and your final grade of A – E 
will depend on your achievements in all units.  You are allowed to repeat one unit once only.  
It is possible to fail one unit and still achieve the full award, although your overall grade may 
be below your potential. 
 

Title A-level Equivalent Content Delivery 
Part Award 2 AS level Units 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, & 7. 1 year 
Double Award 2 A-level Units 8, 9,10,11,12 & 14 2 years 

 
Mandatory: 
Unit Title Details  
1 AS Investigating 

Business 
Aims and objectives of Profit and Not-for-
Profit businesses. How businesses use 
market research, marketing mix and 
marketing activities help businesses achieve 
aims and objectives. Explore why 
enterprising behaviour and team work are 
vital to the success of businesses. 

 

2 AS People in 
Business 

Studies roles and responsibilities. 
Investigates qualities sought by employers, 
training and development opportunities. 
Maturation, recruitment and selection 
processes. Develop skills and knowledge 
needed to successfully recruit.  

 

3 AS Financial 
Planning and 
Monitoring  

Legal Forms of Business; Sources of 
Finance; Business Plans; Business Software; 
Resource Management; Costs and 
Revenues, Profits and Break Even, Cash flow 
and Budgets. 

 

AS & A LEVEL APPLIED BUSINESS  
DOUBLE AWARD AQA 
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4 AS Meeting 

Customer 
Needs 

The different types of customer that 
businesses deal with and the various needs 
that customers have regarding the quality of 
products and after-sales service 

 

5 AS Business 
Communication 
and Information 
Systems 

The range of business communication and 
information systems, both paper-based and 
electronic, in order to plan and administrate a 
range of business activities. 
The unit highlights the legal and self-
regulatory implications in the workplace 

 

7 AS Career 
Planning 
 

The unit offers you the opportunity to identify 
the skills that you will need and to investigate 
the range of training and development 
opportunities available through education or 
an employer. 

 

8 A2 Business 
Planning 

You will produce a business plan for an 
enterprise you are establishing.  You will find 
out about the market for your product and 
produce a marketing plan in line with your 
findings 

 

9 A2 Marketing 
Strategy 

You will produce a plan of a marketing 
strategy, and associated marketing mix, for a 
new or existing business. 

 

10 A2 Promotional 
Activities 

How promotional activities, such as 
advertising and personal selling, are carried 
out by profit and not-for-profit businesses. 

 

11 A2 The 
Marketing 
Environment 

External Influences in National and 
International markets. The impact of changes 
in the marketing environment. Analysing ME 
data. Responding to changes in the ME.  

 

12 A2 Managing 
People 

Types of Organisational Structure; Functions 
of Management; Types of Decisions; Power 
and Authority; Leadership Styles; Models of 
Maturation. 

 

14 A2 Managing 
Change. 

You will take part in a team work activity in 
order to manage a change process in a 
scenario presented to you. You will explore 
the role of project management techniques in 
helping to give structure and discipline to 
change programmes and will develop a 
simple project management plan. 

 

 
Portfolios of work are assignments that are directly related to real jobs or companies. You will 
develop independent learning skills and time management skills as well as learn to work as 
part of a team on projects and assignments. 

AS & A LEVEL APPLIED BUSINESS  
DOUBLE AWARD AQA 
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KEY SKILLS: 
All key skills can be achieved through this course. 
  
CAREER APPLICATIONS:  
Achieving Advanced Level Vocational Business enables students to progress and access 
both higher education and employment in the business sector such as accountancy, financial 
services, human resources, sales and marketing, administration etc.  
 
INDUSTRIAL VISITS:   
The course requires students to make business contacts and investigate the activities of a 
large company as a minimum.  External visits may be arranged as appropriate.  
 
NOTE  
This is a new course being offered for the first time in 2008 and will be run subject to student 
demand. 
 

 
 

Student Comments  

When doing A level business and applied business you gain a knowledge and 
understanding of the way a business works and this can then be applied to real life 
situations which help in later life. In GCSE, business was more about the basics of a 
business and when moving into A level you look at how a business runs and how you may 
set up a business. Studying A level business at Furze Platt Senior School is really good 
because you are offered the option of two courses designed with different people in mind, 
one based on coursework and one based on exams. By having this choice, you are in the 
subject that suits you and that you are comfortable with. This will increase you enjoyment 
of the subject and may interest you to follow business in later life. The teaches provide 
great support and encouragement which helps greatly and the subject is highly 
recommended.  
 
‘A level business is great because there is no coursework which suits me best. I work best 
under the pressure of the exams’ 
 
‘Applied business suits me best because the coursework gives me an experience of using 
business skills in real life situations. Also my grade isn’t based on one hour of the year, it is 
based on the whole year and what I do in it.’ 
 

 
 
Mrs J Stacey 
Head of Business Studies 

AS & A LEVEL APPLIED BUSINESS  
DOUBLE AWARD AQA  
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ENTRY REQUIREMENTS:    
5 subjects at grade ‘C’ or above including English & Maths and a B in GCSE Chemistry or a 
B in both Core Science and Additional Science. 
 
At Furze Platt we follow the AS and A Level Chemistry course from OCR.  The specification 
has been developed in conjunction with the Royal Society of Chemistry, GlaxoSmithKline 
and a large variety of Chemistry teachers.  The course is aimed at developing pupils’ 
interest and enthusiasm for chemistry, including developing an interest in further study and 
careers in chemistry and related subjects such as biochemistry, pharmacology, pharmacy, 
medicine and dentistry, to name but a few.   It also aims to develop an understanding of 
how society makes decisions about scientific issues and how the sciences contribute to the 
success of the economy and society.  There is an emphasis on understanding and 
application rather than recall. The course takes into account modern developments in 
chemistry and also the impact of chemistry on modern society and resources.  
 
There are 6 units of assessment including 2 practical skills assessments: 
·  To get a certificate for Advanced Subsidiary (AS) GCE students are assessed in the first 

three units. 
·  To get a certificate for Advanced GCE, students will need to have been assessed and 

passed the three AS units together with three further units at A2. 
 
Unit % AS GCE % Advanced GCE 
Atoms, Bonds & Groups. 30 15 
Chains, Energy & Resources. 50 25 
Practical Skills in Chemistry 1. 20 10 
   
Rings, Polymers & Analysis.  15 
Equilibria, Energetics & Elements.  25 
Practical Skills in Chemistry 2.  10 

 
Practical Skills in Chemistry 1 & 2. 
 
These units are teacher assessed and externally moderated by OCR. 
Candidates are assessed on one task from each of the following categories: qualitative, 
quantitative and evaluative . The qualitative and quantitative tasks test skills of observation 
and measurement. The evaluative task tests the pupils’ ability to analyse and evaluate the 
quality of data and procedures. 

AS & A LEVEL CHEMISTRY  
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The  AS units:- 
 
Atoms, Bonds & Groups. 
 
This unit builds on the ideas introduced at GCSE about atomic structure, reactions, bonding 
and moves on to look at the shapes and properties of molecules.  The periodic  
 
table is explored in detail and used to explain trends in physical and chemical properties of 
the elements and their compounds. 
 
Chains, Energy & Resources. 
 
This unit explores organic chemistry starting with alkanes and alkenes, alcohols, 
halogenoalkanes and modern analytical techniques.  It then covers energy changes during 
reactions and rates and equlilibrium.  Pupils then move on to look at environment issues 
such as the ‘Greenhouse Effect’, the ozone layer, controlling pollution and sustainability. 
 
 
The A2 Units:- 
 
Rings Polymers & Analysis. 
 
This unit extends the organic chemistry from the AS unit.  The chemistry of arenes, carbonyl 
compounds, carboxylic acids, esters and amines are all investigated.  Natural and synthetic 
polymers and their building blocks are then studied, covering amino acids, proteins, 
polyesters and polyamides.  The powerful analytical techniques of mass spectrometry, 
NMR, chromatography and infra-red spectroscopy are also covered. 
 
Equilibria, Energetics and Elements. 
 
There are three teaching modules in this unit: Rates, Equilibrium & pH, Energy and 
Transition Elements.  Students are expected to apply knowledge, understanding and other 
skills gained in this unit to new situations and to solve related problems. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mrs J Lockwood 

AS & A LEVEL CHEMISTRY  
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The As and A2 Computing course offers students the opportunity to study a range of 
practical and theoretical aspects of computing technology. 
 
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 
Five subjects at Grade C or above at GCSE (including English). And a B or above in 
Mathematics. Evidence of a good level of achievement during ICT at KS3 and KS4 is also 
desirable. 
 

AS outline  
At AS, candidates following this specification do not need to have prior knowledge of 
Computing or ICT. In the specification there are two units which allow candidates to 
demonstrate their knowledge of the fundamental principles of Computing. 
 
The AS specification has 2 units: 

Unit 1: Problem Solving, Programming, Data Represen tation and Practical Exercise 

Topic list 
·  Stages of problem solving  

·  Drawing and interpreting simple state transition diagrams and transition tables  
·  Introducing the term algorithm, expressing the solution to a simple problem as 
 an algorithm  
·  Programming in a high level programming language and the fundamentals of 
 structured programming  
·  The binary number system, number bases and information coding schemes  
·  The stages of development of a hardware/software system.  

Assessment 
On-screen exam: 2 hours 
Weighting: 60% of total AS marks 
 30% of total A Level marks 

 
Unit 2: The Computer Components, The Stored Program  Concept and The Internet 

 
Topic list 
·  Logic gates and Boolean algebra  
·  The internal components of a computer  
·  Hardware devices  
·  The fundamentals of computer systems  
·  The structure of the internet, networking protocols and the consequences of 

uses of computing. 

AS & A2 COMPUTING AQA  
GCE COMPUTING 2510 
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·   

 
 
 
 
 

Assessment 
Written Paper: 1 hour 
Weighting: 40% of total AS marks 
 20% of total A Level marks 
 
A2 outline  
The A2 specification builds on the content of AS with focus on programming and problem 
solving including communication and networking. For the coursework unit, candidates are 
required to complete a report on a computer-based solution to a real problem that they have 
identified. 
The A2 specification has 2 units: 

Unit 3: Problem Solving, Programming, Operating Sys tems, Databases and 
Networking 

Topic list 
·  Problem solving and algorithmic complexity  
·  Algorithms and data structures for problem solving  
·  Programming paradigms and object oriented programming techniques  
·  The role of an operating system  
·  Database design 

 
Assessment 

Written Paper: 2 hours 30 minutes 
Weighting: 60% of total A2 marks 
 30% of total A Level marks 
 

Unit 4: The Practical Project 
 
Topic list 

·  Evaluate the possible need for development of a computer-based solution to a real 
problem  

·  Document a design that meets the requirements of a real problem in terms of 
hardware and software  

·  Document the analysis, design, construction, testing, training and maintenance of a 
programmed solution.  

 
Assessment 

Coursework: Internally assessed unit 
Weighting: 40% of total A2 marks 
 20% of total A Level marks 

 

Career Applications 
The course is suited to students keen to understand how computers and networks operate 
as well as how to solve problems in industry and business with the aid of computers. 
Typically, it might lead to a degree in business applications or an applied science degree or 
a career such as systems analysis and design. 
 
Mr A Asante 
Head of ICT and Computing  

AS & A2 COMPUTING AQA  
GCE COMPUTING 2510 
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ENTRY REQUIREMENTS: At least a C grade in GCSE Dance or currently attending 

dance classes which concentrate on technical training. 
Ballet would be helpful, although not essential.  
Candidates will receive training in technique and the health 
and safety of the dancer.                                                                          

 
Candidates must be able to; 

Perform in front of an examiner in a duo/group 
Choreograph and perform a solo dance  
Show an interest in studying professional repertoire in a 
variety of dance genre 

 
FORM OF ASSESSMENT 
 
Written exam, compositional exam, performance exam 
 
CONTENT 
 
AS LEVEL 
Unit 1:  Understanding dance - 40% 

Written Paper, 1 hour 30 minutes 
 

Sections A and B: Both contain structured and essay style questions which will be 
set on the dancer as a performer, the process and craft of choreography and the 
significance of dances. 

 
Unit 2 - Choreography and performance 

Practical  coursework - 60% 
 
Section A - solo choreography and performance lasting 3 minutes from a choice of 4 
questions released by AQA- 40% 
Section B – performance in a duo/group in any genre lasting 4 minutes – 20% 

  
HIGHER EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES 
 
This exam is especially important for anyone wishing to apply for any area of Sports Studies 
or Performing Arts. Also it would be useful for a career in performing, teaching or the Arts. 
 
 
 
Mrs L. Russant 
 
 

DANCE AQA 
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Why study Product Design: 3D Design? 
 
This subject offers you the opportunity to design the products of the future and take a broad 
view of Design and Technology. To develop your creativity and ability to design and make 
products and to appreciate the complex relations between design, materials, advertising, 
manufacturing processes and marketing.  
You will have the opportunity to work through a variety of projects, gaining a number of skills 
in Year 12 and design and make a product in Year 13. The practical problem solving process 
in this course will encourage independent learning, creativity and innovation. 
 
Course Content   
  
The department follows the AQA syllabus.  
Unit 1: Materials, Components and Application; metals, plastics, woods, smart materials, 
components, processes and manufacture, industrial practice, systems and control, design 
and market influences, design in practice, communication methods, design in the human 
context, industrial and commercial practice, systems and control. 
 
Unit 2: Learning Through Designing and Making; students follow a portfolio approach 
working through a variety of projects in a variety of media and materials. 
 
Unit 3: Design and Manufacture; The A2 content enables candidates to further develop 
their knowledge and understanding of materials and components, design and market 
influences and processes and manufacture. 
 
Unit 4: Design and Making Practice; this is a design and make assignment where 
knowledge of the AS and A2 subject content is applied to the design and manufacture of 
students’ own projects. 
 
Assessment 
 
Year 12  
·  Unit 1; written paper (Materials, Components and Application); 2hr exam; 50% of AS (25% 

of A2) 
·  Unit 2; coursework (50 hours); internal assessment; 50% of AS (25% of A2) 
 
Year 13 
·  Unit 3; written paper (Design and Manufacture); 2hr exam; 25% of A2 
·  Unit 4; coursework (60 hours); internal assessment; 25% of A2 

PRODUCT DESIGN: 3D DESIGN 
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Style of Learning 
 
A Level Product Design 3D Design encompasses all learning styles. In order to succeed, 
students need to be committed and demonstrate an interest in the world of design and 
innovation. This is a demanding course, from both the practical point of view as well as the 
theoretical side of the subject. 
 
Entry Requirements 
 
Students require at least a grade C for GCSE Graphics Products or Resistant Materials, 
along with the necessary work ethic and time commitment.  
 
Career Opportunities 
 
Further Education: Art Foundation courses, BTEC National Diplomas. 
Higher Education: 3D Design, Product Design, Model making for Design and Media, 
Furniture Design degree courses. 
 
Careers in product design, industrial design, furniture design, jewellery design, structural 
and mechanical engineering.  Advertising and promotion, marketing, graphic design, 
industrial product design, theatre set and interior design 
 
You will visit design museums and galleries in London, visit local places of interests, work 
with visiting artists and designers, enter competitions and will be given the opportunity to 
travel and study in New York, Paris, Venice or Barcelona.  
 
For further information please contact Mrs Mulhern, Mr Kirby, Mr Blair or Miss Witcomb. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mrs S Mulhern,  
Head of Art, Design and Technology 
 

PRODUCT DESIGN: 3D DESIGN 
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ENTRY REQUIREMENTS: 5 subjects at C or above at GCSE including English 

(compulsory) and Drama (if taken for GCSE).  GCSE 
Drama is not a requirement, but an interest in theatre from 
performance, directing and design perspectives is 
essential. 

 
AS LEVEL:  FORM OF ASSESSMENT 

Component Title Weighing of 
Marks 

 
Written exam. 
 
 
Externally set and 
assessed. 

Unit One: 
Live Theatre Seen and Prescribed 
Play 
 
Section A: Student will see a number of 
live performances and will respond to 
these as a theatre critic. 
Section B: Students study one set play 
from the perspective of an actor, 
director and designer. 

 
30% (60% of AS) 
 

 
Practical and written 
coursework. 
 
Internally assessed and 
externally moderated. 
 

Unit Two: 
Presentation of an Extract from a 
Play 
 
Students perform, as a group, an 
extract from a play of their choice in the 
style of an influential director, designer 
or theatre company. The performance is 
accompanied by supporting notes. 

 
20% (40% of AS) 

 
A2 LEVEL:  FORM OF ASSESSMENT 

Component Title Weighting of 
Marks 

 
Written exam. 
 
Externally set and 
assessed. 
 

Unit Three: 
Further Prescribed Plays including  
Pre-Twentieth Century  
 
A study of two further set plays from the 
perspective of an actor, director and 
designer. 

 
30% of A Level 

AS & A LEVEL DRAMA AND THEATRE 
STUDIES AQA 
 AS1241 
 A2241 
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AIMS OF THE COURSE: 
To foster an interest and enjoyment of drama and theatre.  To encourage candidates’ 
knowledge and understanding of the social and cultural context of theatre.  To develop their 
skills as a performer and their ability to respond critically to theatre in performance, from a 
performer’s, director’s and designer’s perspective.  
 
Candidates are required to make a minimum of 4 theatre visits each year (tickets costing 
from £5 to £25) and participate in external practical workshops. 
 
CAREER APPLICATIONS: 
Arts/theatre administration, arts journalism, director, actor, designer, stage management, 
theatre management, theatrical agent, technician,  broadcaster/mediapresenter, university 
teaching, school teaching, drama therapist, playwright. 
 
Drama and Theatre Studies can lead on to further study in drama (we have had a number of 
students go on to study Drama at university) as well as in many other subjects. The course 
is a good preparation for students who would like to pursue a career in the arts but it will 
also help you to develop skills that are needed in 
a wide range of careers. The practical element of the course will help you to become more 
confident; it will promote team-building and communication skills, as well as being a lot of 
fun. The critical and practical skills and experiences that you will acquire during your Drama 
and Theatre Studies course are all good ‘life skills’ that you will be able to draw upon in the 
future. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Component Title Weighting of 
Marks 

 
Practical and 
written 
coursework. 
 
Internally 
assessed and 
externally 
moderated. 
 

Unit Four: 
Presentation of Devised Drama 
 
 
Students devise and present to an audience 
an original piece of theatre, performed in a 
theatrical style of their choice. This is 
accompanied by supporting notes. 

 
20% of A Level 

AS & A LEVEL DRAMA AND THEATRE 
STUDIES AQA 
 AS1241 
 A2241 
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Student Comments 

A level Drama and Theatre Studies is much more elevated and in depth than the GCSE. 
The course is run much in the same way as GCSE (studying scripts, practitioners and 
styles in a practical way) but with a much smaller class size; you have to perform and you 
have a written exam, however, unlike the GCSE, the course is split 60% exam and 40% 
performance. The school enters pupils into the January exam so that you can focus the 
first few months on the written exam and then spend the rest of the time focusing on the 
performance. 
 
The type of theatre that you encounter is much more varied, creative and diverse than 
the GCSE. You study your set script with one teacher, and live performances with the 
other. You pick your script for the performance, so pupils have the opportunity to read 
new plays using the school's library or other resources, widening their knowledge of 
theatre while helping them decide their personal views. It works well with other subjects 
because it covers so many different skills; you learn how to write much more concisely, 
analyse texts in greater detail, exercise interpretation and combine different techniques to 
create something both artistic and impressive. I've really enjoyed my time studying 
Drama A level, I love this years play and I've been having a great time. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Miss A Baldwin 
Head of Drama and Theatre Studies 
 

AS & A LEVEL DRAMA AND THEATRE 
STUDIES AQA 
 AS1241 
 A2241 
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ENTRY REQUIREMENTS: 5 subjects at C or above at GCSE, including English and 
Maths. 
 
AS LEVEL:   FORM OF ASSESSMENT 

Component Title Weighting of  
Marks 

1  Externally marked Markets & Market Failure 
1 hour 15 minutes examination 

50% of AS, 25% of A-
level 

2  Externally marked The National Economy 
1 hour 15 minutes examination 

50% of AS, 25% of A-
level 

 
A2 LEVEL:   FORM OF ASSESSMENT 

Component Title Weighting of  
Marks 

4  Externally marked Business Economics &  
The Distribution of Income 
2 hour examination 

50% of A2, 25% of A-
level 

6  Externally marked The National & International 
Economy 
2 hour examination 

50% of A2, 25% of A-
level 

 
KEY SKILLS COVERED:  AS level:  Communication, IT and Application of  
     Number (all levels 2/3) 

A2 level:  Communication, IT and Application of Number (all 
levels 2/3) 

 
AS / A2 LEVEL CONTENT/SKILLS: 
A variety of skills are developed including problem solving, application of theory to unseen 
and familiar situations, critical thinking, data analysis, essay writing, individual presentation 
and group discussions. Economics is an inter-disciplinary social science subject, developing 
skills from humanities, sciences and maths.  
1. Markets & Market Failure,  includes the central economic problem; the allocation of 

resources in competitive markets; monopoly; production and efficiency; market failure; 
and government intervention in the market.  

2. The National Economy, includes the performance of the UK economy and government 
policy objectives; How the macro-economy works; and the main instruments of 
government macro-economic policy.( fiscal, monetary, supply side) 

 

A2 LEVEL CONTENT 
3. Business Economics , and the Distribution of Income, involves the theory of the firm; 

competitive markets; concentrated markets; the Labour markets; and government 
intervention in the market.  

4. The National and International Economy. This involves a study of the growth of the 
economy and cyclical instability; inflation and unemployment; managing the national 
economy; and the international economy. 

AS & A LEVEL ECONOMICS AQA  
 AS1141 
 A2141 
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CAREER APPLICATIONS: 
 
Past students who have studied Economics as one of their A-levels have gone on to 
complete Economics and related degrees at Oxford, The London School of Economics, 
University College, London, Bristol, Warwick, York and other top universities.  They have 
entered a variety of careers including chartered accountancy, investment analysis, banking, 
marketing, management, journalism and the Civil Service.  Some have gone on to do 
advanced degrees in Economics.  The training in logical thinking and the knowledge gained 
of the UK and international economy are useful for many other careers in the world of 
business and commerce. 
 
 

Student Comment  

Studying economics at A level helps you to grasp an understanding of what is going on in 
both the UK economy and the world economy, which is extremely helpful when trying to 
understand today’s economic situation. It’s a very ‘real world’ subject looking at current 
economic context as well as the means to forecast future conditions. Economist use their 
knowledge to predict events that may happen in the future, such as when we will come 
out of the recession, and the subject is highly respected by University’s because it has 
practical application in today’s world. 
 
There is no coursework in Economics, which means you do not have to spend intensive 
last minute sessions meeting deadlines. However, they make up for it by  modular 
exams. If you like exams, this could be the subject for you. 
 
If you are reasonably good at maths, science and humanities subjects but cannot decide 
what to do, Economics could be the subject for you. You need all the skills you have 
learnt in these subjects to be successful in Economics plus you learn about current topics 
in the news. The teachers assume you know nothing about the subject and teach from 
scratch….. 
 
Don’t be put off by the numerical parts of Economics! The only maths you need are 
percentages, averages, line and bar graphs and pie charts. Being able to write clearly 
and to think logically are far more important skills. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mr D Darwood 
Head of Economics 
 

AS & A LEVEL ECONOMICS AQA 
 AS1141 
 A2141 
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ENTRY REQUIREMENTS:  5 subjects at grade ‘C’ or above including a ‘B’ or better in both 
English and English Literature. 
 
FORM OF ASSESSMENT 
This subject, common with most other A Levels is modular.  Students will take two modules 
in each year of their A Level course.  Those who complete one year will achieve an AS 
qualification and those choosing the full course will gain an A Level in Language and 
Literature. 
 
AS YEAR 
Unit One 
Introduction to Language and Literature   Exam 1hr 30min 
60% of total AS mark and 30% of A Level 
 
This unit uses a short anthology of both literary and non-literary texts.  Students are asked 
to study the pieces with particular reference to the development of language and style over 
time. 
 
Unit Two 
Themes in Language and Literature   Coursework 
40% of total AS mark and 20% of A Level 
 
Using set texts from different eras, students analyse extracts of their choice on the set 
theme.  This essay should be between 1200 and 1500 words. 
Students then write a short piece of creative writing which extends and develops themes 
discussed in their analytical piece. This should be between 500 and 800 words. 
 
A2 YEAR 
Unit Three 
Talk in Life and Literature     Exam 2hrs 
30% of A Level 
 
Two questions are posed.  The first is based on an extract from a set play, focusing on the 
way a writer uses language to create dramatic effects. 
The second  requires candidates to compare two unseen texts, one transcript and one 
literary text on the same theme. 
 
Unit Four 
Text Transformation      Coursework 
20% of A Level 
Students read from a prescribed list of authors of poetry, prose and drama and choose two 
to transform into a different genre.  A commentary is then written in order to explore the 
process of production. 
 
 

AS & A LEVEL ENGLISH  
LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE  AQA 
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Assessment Objectives 
 
AO1: select and apply relevant concepts and approaches from integrated linguistic and 
literary study, using appropriate terminology and accurate, coherent written expression. 
 
AO2: demonstrate detailed critical understanding in analysing the ways in which structure, 
form and language shape meaning in a range of spoken and written texts. 
 
AO3: use integrated approaches to explore relationships between texts, analysing and 
evaluating the significance of contextual factors in their production and reception. 
 
AO4: demonstrate expertise and creativity in using language appropriately for a variety of 
purposes and audiences, drawing on insights from linguistic and literary studies. 
 
 

Student Comment  

“The jump from GCSE to A Level is evident in this subject.  The content is detailed and 
focuses closely on analysis of language and context.  This is both challenging and 
interesting.” 
 
“English Lang/Lit is a stimulating subject because it encourages students to think in a 
critical and analytical way.”  
 
“English Lang/Lit takes you on a journey that trains you for life.” 
 
“Studying Lang/Lit has developed my appreciation of English both in everyday contexts 
and in literary ones.  The analysis and study of texts has been an intellectual challenge 
whilst also providing an outlet for creative thought.” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mrs D Lynch 
Head of English  
 
 
 

AS & A LEVEL ENGLISH  
LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE  AQA  
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ENTRY REQUIREMENTS: 5 subjects at grade ‘C’ or above including B or better at 

English and English Literature.  
 
 
AS LEVEL:   

Component Assessment Weighting of marks 
Texts in context Prepared text and synoptic 

examination 2 hours 
 

60% of AS, 30% of A 
Level 
 

Creative study 2 Coursework essays (one on 
prose and one on drama text), 
2,000 – 2,500 words in total 

40% of AS, 20% of A 
Level 

A2 LEVEL : 

Component Assessment Weighting of marks 
Reading for meaning on 
the theme of 'Love 
Through the Ages' 

Synoptic examination 2.5 hours 30% of A Level marks 

Extended essay and 
Shakespeare study 

Coursework comparative essay 
3000 words 

20% of A Level marks 

 
For the AS exam, students are required to respond to both a question on a set poetry text 
and unprepared texts on the theme of 'The Struggle for Identity in Modem Literature'. 
 
For the A2 synoptic exam, students are required to respond to unprepared texts on the 
theme of 'Love through the Ages'. 
 
Both of these exams will require a large element of wider reading which will be taught 
during the course. 
 
ASSESSMENT OBJECTIVES  
The assessment will assess a candidate’s ability to: 
 
1. communicate clearly the knowledge, understanding and insight appropriate to literary 

study, using appropriate terminology and accurate and coherent written expression; 
 
2. show detailed understanding of the ways in which writers’ choices of form, structure 

and language shape meanings; 
 
3. explore connections and comparison between different literary texts; 
 
4. show understanding of the contexts in which literary texts are written and received 
 
 

AS & A LEVEL ENGLISH LITERATURE  AQA  
 AS1741 
 A2741 
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Quality of written communication 
 
The quality of written communication is assessed in all assessment units where candidates 
are required to produce extended written material.  Candidates will be assessed according 
to their ability to: 
 
�  select and use a form and style of writing appropriate to purpose and complex subject 

matter 
 
�  organise relevant information clearly and coherently, using specialist vocabulary when 

appropriate 
 
�  ensure text is legible, and spelling, grammar and punctuation are accurate, so that 

meaning is clear 
 

Student Comment  

“The English Lit course at FPSS has taught me how to understand and appreciate different 
perspectives within society.  We are able to explore the struggle for identity and discover 
feminist views of a patriarchal society through the texts we have studied, such as Women 
Who Walked into Doors by Roddy Doyle.” 
 
“English Lit at AS level gives an in depth insight into the diversity of society and its cultural 
influences through poems and prose.” 
 
“English Lit is an inspirational subject that has allowed me to look at the world in many 
different ways.” 
 
“English Lit at AS is very enjoyable and helps with creating independent attitudes while 
encouraging discussions about a variety of subjects.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mrs D Lynch 
Head of English  
 

AS & A LEVEL ENGLISH LITERATURE  AQA  
 AS1741 
 A2741 
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ENTRY REQUIREMENTS: 5 subjects at C or above at GCSE. 
 
AS LEVEL:  FORM OF ASSESSMENT 

Component Title Weighting of 
Marks 

1. Externally marked The Cultural and Social Domains 
2 hour examination 

70% of AS,  
35% of A level 

2. Externally marked The Scientific Domain 
1 hour examination 

30% of AS,  
15% of A level 

 
 
A2 LEVEL:  FORM OF ASSESSMENT 

Component Title Weighting of 
Marks 

3. Externally marked Domain Exploration: Applying 
Synoptic skills 
1 hour 30 minutes examination 

50% of A2,  
25% of A level 

4. Externally marked Culture, Science and Society: 
Making Connections 
1 hour 30 minutes examination 

50% of A2,  
25% of A -level 

 
KEY SKILLS COVERED:   Communication, IT, Application of Number, Working with 

Others, Problem Solving and Learning Performance. 
 
It is hoped that most two-year students whose literary and numerical skills are of the 
appropriate level will attempt the General Studies exam at the end of their course.  They will 
be able to opt for the AS level only, which involves taking Modules 1, 2 and 3, or the full A 
level which will also necessitate taking Module 4 (Coursework) and two other written 
papers, (Modules 5 and 6). 
 
The syllabus is interdisciplinary, drawing on knowledge and skills gained from other 
subjects, both arts and sciences.  General studies lessons will constitute a major part of the 
enrichment programme, delivered in half-term modules over two years.  All students, as far 
as possible, will have an opportunity to improve their written and numerical skills. 

AS & A LEVEL GENERAL STUDIES OCR
 AS H079
 A H479
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AS AND A LEVEL CONTENT/SKILLS:  
 
Science, Mathematics and Technology  covers aspects of applied science and maths 
covered by A level subjects e.g. conservation and environment, use of statistics, the 
impact of information technology, the social, ethical and environmental implications of 
scientific and technological development, natural hazards and disasters. 
 
Culture, Morality, Arts and Humanities includes beliefs and values, evolving and 
conflicting cultures, sociology, media and communication, religion and belief, the creative 
arts and aesthetics. 
 
Society, Politics and the Economy  includes political parties, voting trends, work and 
leisure, differentials of income, education and health services, law, culture and ethics. 
 
Active discussion and the encouragement of critical thinking will be the main teaching 
methods.  In Year 13, practice with numerical skills, essay and comprehension responses 
will be available. 
 
Exam papers at AS level (Modules 1 and 2) involve short structured answers based on 
passage and essay questions. 

 
To gain the full A level, two more exam modules must be attempted:  Modules 3 and 4, on 
Society, Politics and the Economy involves comprehension and essay writing.  Module 3 is 
a structured answer paper, whilst Module 4 involves comprehension and analysis of 
unseen stimulus passages. 
 
CAREER APPLICATIONS: 
 
A level General Studies is increasingly being accepted by universities as a subject for entry, 
especially for non traditional school subjects, and/or as the third subject at A level.  Offers 
made in points will indicate whether General Studies will be included.  Holding an A level in 
General Studies demonstrates good, all round ability and a capacity for critical thinking – a 
skill necessary in all of the professions. 

 
Mr S Richards 
Head of Sixth Form  
 
 

AS & A LEVEL GENERAL STUDIES OCR  
 AS H079 
 A H479 
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Please note that this course is only an AS course s tudents are able to achieve up to 
70 UCAS points. 
 
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS: 5 subjects at B or above at GCSE and a successful interview. 

Students must be motivated to study independently and 
spaces are limited. 

 
The Extended Project Qualification is a form of mini-dissertation. Students come up with 
their own topic of research and produce a project product. This can be in the form of an 
extended essay, a performance or an artefact (something students have made). There must 
also be a production log (a diary) and a report. This course is all about students working on 
their own. Students will be assigned a mentor and there will be very little contact time with 
teachers and no discrete teaching time on their timetable. There will be no examination and 
projects will be marked internally. The students should be aware of the stages are outlined 
in the diagram below.   

AS AQA EXTENDED PROJECT 
QUALIFICATION 
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AS LEVEL:  FORM OF ASSESSMENT 
 
COMPONENT   TITLE     WEIGHTING OF MARKS  
1. Internally marked  Management/research 20% of AS   
2. Internally marked  Use of Resources  20% of AS   
3. Internally marked  Project Product  40% of AS   
4. Internally marked  Evaluation   20% of AS   
 
 
 
 
As this course requires a great deal of independent learning and research, it is very highly 
valued by universities, as it is so similar to what they expect when students arrive.  
 
 
 
 
 

AS AQA EXTENDED PROJECT 
QUALIFICATION 
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ENTRY REQUIREMENTS: 5 subjects at GCSE including Geography at grade B 
preferably. If you do not do Geography but expect high grades 
at GCSE then do consider the AS – see Mr. Sheppard. 

 
AS LEVEL:  FORM OF ASSESSMENT 
COMPONENT TITLE and TOPICS WEIGHTING OF 

MARKS 
Unit 1  Externally marked 
Structured questions 
1 hour 30 mins 

Global Challenges 
Topic 1: World at Risk 
Global Hazards 
Climate Change 
Topic 2: Going Global 
Globalisation 
Population Migration 
 

60% of AS 
30% of A2 

Unit 2  Externally marked 
Structured questions with 
the requirement of longer 
responses. 
1 hour 

Geographical Investigations 
Physical topics 
Crowded Coasts 
Human Topic 
Rebranding Places 

40% of AS 
20% of A2 

 
A2 LEVEL:  FORM OF ASSESSMENT 
COMPONENT TITLE and TOPICS WEIGHTING OF 

MARKS 
Unit 3 Externally marked 
2 hour 30 mins  
Section A: A choice of two 
short essay questions from 
five. 
Section B: Synoptic 
Investigation – One 
question with three parts 
 

Contested Planet 
The use and management of 
resources. Six compulsory units 
-Energy Security 
-Water Conflicts 
-Biodiversity under threat 
-Superpower Geographies 
-Bridging the Development Gap 
The Technological Fix? 
 

60% of A2 
30% of the total GCE 
mark 

 Unit 4 Externally marked 
1 hour and 30 mins 
Select  and answer one 
question that relates to the 
option studied. 

Geographical Research  
One topic from the following: 
-Tectonic Activity and Hazards 
-Consuming the Rural Landscape  
Leisure and Tourism 

40 % of A2 
 
20% of total GCE 

 
 
 
 

AS & A LEVEL GEOGRAPHY  
EDEXCEL SPECIFICATION AS (8GEO1)  
 A (9GEO1) 
 A H479 
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AS LEVEL CONTENT: 
 
Unit 1– Global Challenges.   
·  This unit poses questions which seek to explore the meaning, causes and impacts of a 

number of headline global issues. 
·  It gives students the opportunity to evaluate existing attempts to manage the problems 

they bring and challenges us to find solutions for the 21st century. 
·  Whilst its scale is global it is important that students can relate these issues to their own 

situations, becoming aware that they too can have a say in and play a part in meeting 
these Global Challenges.  

 
 
Unit 2 – Geographical Investigation 
Physical topic 
Crowded Coasts reveals how increasing development is testing our abilitiy to manage these 
valued environments. 
 
Human topic 
Rebranding Places focuses on how we need to regenerate rural and urban places, using 
appropriate strategies. 
 
Fieldwork, research and practical work are all seen as a part of the wider investigation 
process. They form an intrinsic part of each of these topics. 
 
Unit 3 – Contested Planet  
The use and management of resources is a key issue for geography and today’s world. 
Consumption patterns highlight stark inequalities between regions, countries and groups of 
people. Many resources are finite, and rising consumption means that difficult decisions 
over the use of resources will have to be taken more frequently. 
 
The planet is ‘contested’ in a variety of ways, for example: 

·  Countries and groups are demanding access to a diminishing resource base (for 
instance fossil fuels, freshwater supplies and timber) 

·  Groups are conflicting over the use of resources and their protection- conservation 
versus development debate. 

·  There are questions of economic development and inequality-should wealth creation 
or wealth redistribution be the primary goal? 

·  There is a debate over the management of resources- should the aim be to make 
current patterns of consumption more sustainable, or are more radical actions 
needed. 

·  The question of whether technological development is the solution to problems of 
resource depletion and environmental degradation, or is it part of the problem? 

 
 

AS & A LEVEL GEOGRAPHY  
EDEXCEL SPECIFICATION AS (8GEO1) 
 A (9GEO1) 
 A H479 
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A2 Content 
 
Unit 4 - Geographical Research  
One topic from the following is selected: 

·  Tectonic Activity and Hazards 
·  Cold Environments – Landscape and Change 
·  Life on the Margins – the Food Supply Problem 
·  The World of Cultural Diversity 
·  Pollution and Human Health at Risk 
·  Consuming the Rural Landscape  Leisure and Tourism 

 
Each of the above promotes an in-depth research of a key area of geography. Each option 
is set in a wider global synoptic context and encourages links with other units in the course. 
The options are designed to expose students to a range of geographical information in a 
variety of forms, namely books, journals, video and the internet. 
 
 

Student Comment  

Geography at A-level is definitely a big step from GCSE and you have to be prepared to 
put the work in. However, it is well worth it. The subject is very interesting and you get 
to learn about a variety of human and physical geography, with real life studies and 
shocking facts and figures. The topics studied are in more depth, and the studying is a 
lot more independent, giving you a chance to elaborate on a specific topic that takes 
your interest. There are some great opportunities from studying geography, such as the 
Flatford Field trip. Here you get to experience a variety of contrasting areas and we felt 
it contributed to the appreciation of our own lifestyles. Not only was the trip educational, 
we met some very knowledgeable people who helped us with our studies and the trip 
was very fun on a social level as well.  
 
“A level geography is an exciting and mind challenging subject. It goes well with the 
sciences, history and economics. You will cover a wide range of areas in geography to 
include physical and human. The subject allows you to have an opinion, apply your 
knowledge and link ideas so up to date issues. To top it off there is a field trip where 
you get to go to Suffolk for a few days and apply all the theory learnt in a practical 
setting. The trip is extremely enjoyable and something that not many other subjects can 
boast about. A level geography therefore can offer something for everyone and look 
extremely good on university applications.” 
 
"Issues discussed in geography are extremely relevant to the world today and will 
become some of the most important issues around in the years to come" 

AS & A LEVEL GEOGRAPHY  
EDEXCEL SPECIFICATION AS (8GEO1) 
 A (9GEO1) 
 A H479 
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CAREER APPLICATIONS:   
Students with AS or A-level Geography have access to a wide range of possible career and 
higher education opportunities.  You learn and use a variety of transferable skills throughout 
the course.  These include collecting, analysing and interpreting data, communicating your 
findings in different ways, and identifying and developing the links between different parts of 
the subject.  These skills are in great demand and are recognised by employers and 
universities and colleges as being of great value. 
 
Geography combines well with almost all other AS and A-level subjects.  Taken with 
sciences like Mathematics, Physics, Chemistry and Biology, Geography supports 
applications for almost any science-based university course like engineering, psychology, 
environmental sciences, oceanography and geology; taken with humanities like English, 
French, History or Economics, Geography supports an equally wide range of university 
courses such as business, law, media, politics and philosophy. 
 
Many students choose to use their qualification to go straight into employment, rather than 
go on to higher education.  Because AS and A-level Geography develop the transferable 
skills and the key skills that employers are looking for, they can lead to a very wide range of 
employment opportunities.  This can include further training in such areas as the law, 
accountancy and journalism. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ms P Evans 
2i/c Humanities 
 

 

AS & A LEVEL GEOGRAPHY  
EDEXCEL SPECIFICATION AS (8GEO1) 
 A (9GEO1) 
 A H479 
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PROVISIONAL 
 
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS: 5 subjects at ‘C’ or above at GCSE including English and 

preferably a humanities subject.  
 
AS LEVEL: FORM OF ASSESSMENT 

Component Title Weighting of Marks 
1. Externally marked British History Period Study 

Lancastrians, Yorkists and Tudors 
1450-1509 

50% of AS,  
25% of A level 

2. Externally marked European and World History and 
World History Enquiries   
The USA and the Cold War in Asia, 
1945-1975  

50% of AS,  
25% of A level 

A2 LEVEL: FORM OF ASSESSMENT 
Component Title Weighting of Marks 

3. Externally marked Historical Interpretations and 
investigations 
Interpretations: 
Russian Revolutions 1894-1924 
Investigations: 
An independent investigation, 
linked to the Russian Revolution. 

20% of GCE “A” level 

4. Externally marked Historical Themes  
Rebellion and Disorder under the 
Tudors 1485-1603 

30% of GCE “A” level 

 
 
KEY SKILLS COVERED :  Communication, ICT, Working with Others, Improving Own 

Learning and Performance, Problem Solving at Levels 2 and/or 
3.  Opportunities for understanding of Spiritual, Moral, Social 
and Cultural issues. 

SKILLS: 
A variety of skills are developed through the study of History.  Students are required to 
demonstrate knowledge and understanding of key concepts, identify relationships between 
features and characteristics of the periods studied, communicating this information clearly 
and effectively, and arriving at substantiated judgements.  As part of an historical enquiry, 
they will analyse and evaluate source material, including subsequent interpretations. 

AS & A LEVEL HISTORY  OCR 
 AS H106 
 AS H506 
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AS LEVEL CONTENT: 
Component 1: Lancastrians, Yorkists and Tudors 1450 -1509 
Causes of Civil War during the reign of Henry VI.  Restoration of order Under Edward IV.  
How able was Richard III.? How dangerous to Henry VII’s Monarchy were the Yorkists?  
Henry VII’s domestic and foreign policy.  
2 essays to be written in 1 hr 30 mins. 
 
Component 2: The USA and the Cold War in Asia 1945- 1975 
Critical use of evidence, mainly primary sources, to examine US involvement in Asia from 
1945 and the changing nature of its policy to contain Communism In China, Korea and 
Vietnam. 
2 questions in 1 hr 30 mins. 
 
A2 LEVEL CONTENT: 
Component 3: Russian Revolutions 
Interpretations of causes of the revolutions in Russia and the outcome of the establishment of 
a Communist government. Independent Investigation. 
Two pieces of work approximately 2,000 words for ea ch 
 
Component 4: TUDOR REBELLIONS AND DISORDER 
Coverage over 100 year period, aiming to develop understanding of connections between 
different elements of the subject and breadth of historical understanding. 
2 essay questions in 1 hr and 30 mins.  
 
Career Applications 
Civil Service, Law, Teaching, Journalism, Administration/Management, Media, Archaeology, 
Accounting 
 

Student Comments 

History A level is relevant and beneficial, as it teaches key skills such as essay writing, 
analysis and forming a balanced argument, that will be required at university. It is 
recognized as an intelligent subject, and is well respected, as well as enjoyable. The 
periods of history studied on the course, the Wars of the Roses, and more modern history 
are contrasting, and this ensures that the lessons remain interesting. History is ideal as an 
A-level for anyone who isn’t sure what they want to do at university or beyond, as it 
develops skills that will be vital for pretty much anything.  
 
The subject puts the present into perspective – no matter how much we dislike the world 
today, there was a stage in the past when things were much worse. 
 
It supports many other subjects, as we are taught to analyse issues and structure logical 
written answers. History can further enhance essay skills, including the ability to analyse 
and communicate an argument coherently. Useful subjects that combine with History 
include Politics and English. 
 

Mrs J James 
Head of Humanities   

AS & A LEVEL HISTORY  OCR 
 AS H106 
 AS H506 
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This level 3 qualification is best suited to those studying in preparation for employment in 
the Information and Communication technology sector particularly in job roles where they 
will be expected to use ICT skills and liaise with users. This qualification is also suitable for 
those wishing to gain a Level 3 qualification to support further study in FE and HE and 
provides a progression route to the  
OCR Level 3 National Diploma in ICT. 
 
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 
Five subjects at Grade C or above at GCSE (including Mathematics and English). And 
evidence of a good level of achievement during ICT at KS4 (merit level) is mandatory. 
 
Course Outline 
These qualifications specifically aim to: 
·  develop candidates' knowledge and understanding of the ICT sector and the chosen 

specialist pathway if selected  
·  develop candidates' skills, knowledge and understanding in contexts that are directly 

relevant to employment situations, thereby enhancing their employability within the 
ICT sector  

·  develop candidates' ability to work autonomously and effectively in a ICT context  
·  enable candidates to develop knowledge and understanding in specialist areas of ICT, 

and demonstrate the skills needed to participate in the operation and development of 
real ICT organisations  

·  encourage progression by assisting in the development of skills, knowledge and 
understanding that candidates will need to access further or higher education 
programmes or occupational training on a full-time or part-time basis  

·  encourage progression by assisting in the development of skills, knowledge and 
understanding that candidates will need to enter employment or enhance their current 
employment status  

·  promote interaction between employers, centres and candidates by relating teaching 
and assessment to real organisations. 

 
Point for consideration  
The nationals can be delivered in two different modes; 
 
A- Six units  are read by the end of the academic year; which gives the opportunity to well 

focused and motivated students to achieve        1 A –level (grade A – E), by the end of 
the Y12. 

 
B- Six units  are red by the end of the Y13 academic year; three units as a minimum  are to 

be successfully completed in each academic year to pass level.   
  
 

NATIONAL CERTIFICATE IN ICT 
OCR NATIONALS LEVEL 3 OCR 06502 
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Candidates should be aware that two modes of delivery which are stated above are the only 
exit points for the course; any candidate taking the course as an option must note that 6 
units need to be completed before a certificate is awarded. 
 
 
 
 
* List of Unit Titles 

�  Unit 1 Digital business communication  
�  Unit 2 Collaborative working  
�  Unit 3 Problem solving  
�  Unit 4 Creating a digital showcase  
�  Unit 7 Desktop publishing  
�  Unit 10 Digital imaging photography  
�  Unit 11 Digital video  
�  Unit 12 Digital audio  
�  Unit 13 Music technology  
�  Unit 14 Cartooning and animation  
�  Unit 15 Art and animation for computer games  
�  Unit 16 Programming for computer games  

* Many other units are available for selection after 4 mandatory units are completed 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mr A Asante 
Head of ICT and Computing  

NATIONAL CERTIFICATE IN ICT 
OCR NATIONALS LEVEL 3 OCR 06502 
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MODULAR – M.E.I 
 
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS: 5 subjects at C or above at GCSE including a B grade in 

Mathematics.  
 
AS LEVEL:  FORM OF ASSESSMENT 

Component Weighting of Marks 
Core Mathematics 1 100% Examination 
Core Mathematics 2 100% Exam  
Decision and Discrete 1  100% Exam 

A2 LEVEL: FORM OF ASSESSMENT - (MATHEMATICS) 
Component Weighting of Marks 

Core1  100% Examination 
Core 2  100% Examination  
Core 3  80% Examination, 20% Coursework 
Core 4  100% Exam, including a 

comprehension exercise 
D & D 1  100% Exam  
Statistics 1 or 
Mechanics 1 

 100% Exam 

 
KEY SKILLS COVERED: Communication  

 Some numeracy  

AS LEVEL CONTENT/SKILLS 
A/S level Mathematics contains the first 2 Pure Mathematics modules, which are designed 
to further the students’ study of algebra, trigonometry and coordinate geometry, as well as 
introduce new concepts such as calculus. The Decision and Discrete module introduces 
students to the application of algorithms in ‘real life’ situations.  

A2 LEVEL CONTENT/SKILLS 
The ‘A’ level course develops the ideas studied at A/S level, and introduces new concepts in 
both Pure and Applied Mathematics. The 4 ‘Pure’ modules comprise the core of the 
syllabus, while the two applied modules have the possibility of greater flexibility in their 
make up.   
 
CAREER OPPORTUNITIES 
Banking, Commerce, Engineering, Science and Computing. 
 
Mr I Lowry 
Head of Mathematics 

AS & A LEVEL MATHEMATICS  
 OCR (MEI)  
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ENTRY REQUIREMENTS: GCSE grade A or A*.  Students must also study A Level 

Mathematics.  
 
AS LEVEL FURTHER 
 
Further Pure Mathematics (compulsory, 100% exam) plus 2 further modules, not studied in 
Mathematics, from the list below. 
 
 
A LEVEL FURTHER 
 
Further Pure Mathematics 1 (compulsory, 100% exam); Further Pure Mathematics 2 
(compulsory, 100% exam) plus 4 further modules from the list below. 
 
 
Component Weighting of Marks 
Mechanics 1 or Statistics 1 100% Exam 
Mechanics 2 100% Exam  
Statistics 2 100% Exam  
Mechanics 3 100% Exam 
Statistics 3 100% Exam 
Decision 1 100% Exam  
Decision 2 100% Exam  
Mechanics 4  100% Exam  
Numerical Methods 100% Exam  

 
 

Student Comments 

Maths is a subject very highly regarded by Universities and employers. It's a step up from 
GCSE, but the brilliant quality of teaching makes the transition easier. If you enjoyed 
Maths at GCSE, it a fantastic subject to do at As level, and if you did the additional Maths 
qualification, it overlaps with part of the As course. It combines well with other subjects 
such as the Sciences, Economics, Business Studies and Computing. 
Further Maths is an additional option at A level which increases our depth of knowledge 
in the subject and covers areas that you do not do in pure Maths 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Mr I Lowry 
Head of Mathematics  
 

AS & A LEVEL FURTHER MATHEMATICS  
 OCR 



50 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Students follow the new AQA specification for Media  Studies. 
 
Entry Requirements:  5 subjects at C or above at GCSE, with a B grade in English. 
 
AS Level : Form of Assessment 

Component Title Weighting 
of Marks 

Written examination Investigating Media 50% AS 
25% A2 

Coursework Creating Media 50% AS 
25% A2 

 
A2 Level: Form of Assessment 

Component Title Weighting 
of Marks 

Written examination Critical Perspectives in Media 50% A2 

Coursework Media: Research and Production 50% A2 

 
AS Level Content/Skills : Pupils will study the key concepts of Media Representation, 
Media Institutions, Media Values and Ideology, Media Language and Audiences. Texts 
studied will include film (some of which will be of an 18 certification), other audio-visual 
mediums and print based publications. Pupils will put theory into practice by producing their 
own media texts. 
 
A2 Level Content/Skills:  The key concepts listed above will be further extended through 
study of their historical, social, political, economic and cultural contexts. Students will be 
expected to choose a particular area or issue of the media to study in depth for an 
independent study module.  
 
Career Applications: The theory and practical combination of this course make it suitable 
for a wide range of careers. The breadth of the course – textual analysis, social issues, 
politics and technology – gives a sound foundation for many university courses. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AS & A2 LEVEL MEDIA STUDIES AQA
 2570
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ENTRY REQUIREMENTS: GCSE in the respective language at Grade B or above. 
 
AS LEVEL:  FORM OF ASSESSMENT 
 
YEAR 12, FIRST YEAR. 
 

COMPONENT LENGTH WEIGHTING OF 
MARKS 

1. Listening, Reading and writing 2  hours  70% AS   35% 
A2 

2  Speaking test 35 minutes (including 20 
minutes preparation time) 

30% AS  15% 
A2 

A2 LEVEL: FORM OF ASSESSMENT 
YEAR 13, SECOND YEAR  
 
COMPONENT LENGTH WEIGHTING OF 

MARKS 
3. Listening, reading and writing 2 hours 30 minutes 35% 
4. Speaking test 35 minutes (including 20 

minutes preparation time) 
15% 

 
KEY SKILLS COVERED: Opportunities can be provided f or : 

·  Information Technology 
·  Improving own learning and performance 
·  Working with others 
·  Communication 

ASSESSMENT STRUCTURE 
 
AS: Units 1 and 2 are taken at the end of the first year  
 
A2: Units  3 and 4 are taken at the end of the second year.  
 

AS & A LEVEL MODERN FOREIGN 
LANGUAGES AQA 
FRENCH, GERMAN, SPANISH   
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AS LEVEL CONTENT/SKILLS  

 
Generally students should explore and develop an understanding of the contemporary 
society, cultural background and heritage of one or more of the countries or communities 
whose language is being studied; listen and respond to a variety of authentic spoken 
sources; read and respond to a variety of written texts from authentic sources; demonstrate 
flexibility when communicating both in speech and in writing. Use appropriate registers in 
both spoken and written communication; manipulate the foreign language accurately to 
organise facts and ideas, present explanations, options and information in both speech and 
writing; understand and apply grammatical system and a range of structures; transfer 
meaning from the foreign language into English, and vice versa. Topics covered are Media, 
Popular Culture, Lifestyle choices, Relationships 
 

A LEVEL CONTENT/SKILLS 
 
In addition to AS requirements, Advanced GCE students should study in greater depth 
aspects of the contemporary society, cultural background and heritage of one or more of the 
countries or communities whose language is being studied, demonstrating a higher level of 
critical awareness; use the foreign language to analyse, hypothesise, evaluate, argue a 
case, justify, persuade, rebut, develop arguments and present viewpoints, in speech and in 
writing; demonstrate their capacity for critical thinking, to see relationships between different 
aspects of the subject and to perceive their field of study in a broader context; understand 
and apply a grammatical system and a range of structures and use a wider range of 
vocabulary; transfer meaning from English into the foreign language and vice versa.  Topics 
covered are Environment, The multicultural society and Contemporary social issues. 
Students also choose to do 2 in-depth studies from a range of options, including geography, 
history, literature and the arts. 
 
CAREERS APPLICATIONS 
 
Employers and universities are increasingly putting greater emphasis on competence in a 
Modern Foreign Language. Many degree courses, from law to engineering, now include a 
(optional) language module and many employers in industry look more favourably on 
candidates with language qualifications, believing that those who have studied languages 
have proved that they are good communicators, are prepared to take risks and have good 
team-working skills. 

AS & A LEVEL MODERN FOREIGN 
LANGUAGES AQA 
FRENCH, GERMAN, SPANISH   
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Student Comments 

The transition from year 11 to year 12, building on GCSE, was satisfying and surprisingly 
easy – the good relationships between teachers who know your strengths and areas of 
development, and the wide range of resources available made the advancement into A-
level fun and effective. 
 
The A-level German course has a clear progression from GCSE and extends your 
language learning skills, as well as providing opportunities to tackle both contemporary 
and controversial issues relevant to everyday life.   
  
Studying A-Level German not only enhances your future career prospects, but also 
equips you with an array of transferrable skills.  It complements other A-Level subjects, 
whilst also providing a range of enriching cultural and linguistic experiences. 
 
“Having enjoyed French and Spanish up to Yr 11, I thought it made sense to continue 
with subjects that not only was I quite good at but would also be a stepping stone to 
higher education” 
 
“It was a big step from GCSE to AS, but we were ably supported by our teachers who not 
only know their stuff, but who provided a comfortable yet challenging learning 
environment” 
 
“Spanish is easily one of my favourite subjects; the A level course is much more 
enjoyable than the GCSE, with a heavy emphasis on culture. You watch films, study 
paintings and artists, and learn about the civil war.” 
 
“Whatever else you study in the sixth form, you’ll probably touch on it in languages!” 
 
Si encanta Espanol, esta A level cursillo de Espanol en la cursillo correcto para ti.  
Es tan util para el futuro, con cosas como trabajos y hablando en vacaciones en general. 
 
Si esta interesado en espanol, y esta curso, hay muchos opertunidades con esta. 
Aprenderas casas nuevas como culturas, tipos de musicas etc, por peliculas, textos, 
artes, y musicas. Suerte con tu seleccion. 
 
Si le gustarias estudiar, este curso es Ileno de oporutunidades para apreder atraves de 
el cine, el atre y la litratura. 
 

 
 
Mrs A Hales 
Head of Modern Languages 
 
 

AS & A LEVEL MODERN FOREIGN 
LANGUAGES AQA 
FRENCH, GERMAN, SPANISH  
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ENTRY REQUIREMENTS:  GCSE Music at Grade B and Grade IV+ on an instrument 

(necessary). Grade V theory and piano as at least your second 
instrument (helpful).   If you did not take GCSE music but can 
fulfil the other entry requirements you may still be capable of 
taking the ‘A’ level course.   

 
AS LEVEL:   

COMPONENT  WEIGHTING OF 
MARKS 

  AS         A 
1. Listening  and Set 
Works 
 
  

Listen to extracts of music and pick out 
features such as the texture, the 
instruments etc 
Study a set piece of music and a set topic 
Answer questions about them in an exam 
paper. 
 

 
30%                    
15% 

2. Composing 

Study more formal composing techniques 
such as 4 part harmony and two part 
counterpoint, make arrangements of 
existing music and compose a piece in 
response to a brief set by the exam 
board. Assessed as controlled 
coursework. 

30%               
15% 

3. Performing  
 

Solo Performances totalling 5-6 minutes, 
plus EITHER 5-6 minutes on a second 
instrument/voice 
OR 5-6 minutes ensemble playing  
Grade IV minimum but extra marks 
available for higher grades. Assessed as 
coursework undertaken at any time 
during the course 

 
40%                    
20% 

AS & A LEVEL MUSIC  AQA 
 AS 1271 
 A2 2271 
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A LEVEL 

 
 
 
 
 
 

COMPONENT  WEIGHTING OF 
MARKS 

  A2 
4 Listening (Set 
Works)  

Study of a different Set Work and topic. 
Answer questions about them in a 
written exam in June. 

20% 

5 Composing  Study more formal composing 
techniques such as 4 part harmony and 
string quartets OR make arrangements 
of existing music OR compose a piece in 
response to a brief set by the exam 
board.  
Assessed as controlled coursework 

15% 

6.  Performing Perform a 12-15 minute programme of 
solo music. Grade V minimum but extra 
marks available for higher grades. 
Assessed as coursework undertaken at 
any time during the course. 

15% 

 
 
MUSIC A LEVEL 
As in GCSE Music, the course at ‘A’ and ‘AS’ level provides opportunities for composing, 
performing and listening. In addition there is more emphasis on learning about the music of 
established composers. Composing at ‘A’ level includes a more formal study of four-part 
harmony. 
 
 

Student Comments 

Studying sciences for my other A levels, I found that music provided a welcome balance to 
my sixth form studies. I have spent many years learning to play an instrument and taking A 
level music enabled me to put all that hard work towards an A level. 
 
 
If you enjoy playing music, the other areas of the course – analysing set works, the study 
of harmony and counterpoint can really broaden your musical horizons. I now enjoy playing 
music in a much broader range of styles than when I started the course. 
 

 
 
 
 
Mrs C Armstrong 
Head of Music 
 
 
 

AS & A LEVEL MUSIC  
 AQA 
 AS 1271 
 A2 2271 
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ENTRY REQUIREMENTS: 5 grades at grade ‘C’ or above. At least a ‘B’ grade must be 
gained in GCSE P.E. and the Sciences and preferably a ‘C’ in English and Maths. 
 
AN OVERALL SUMMARY OF CONTENT  
Through an exciting variety of both practical and theoretical work students will develop 
knowledge and understanding of how different factors combine together in varying ways, to 
influence the quality of performance in a variety of physical activities; and how performance 
can be improved through practice and by analysis and evaluation. 
 
AS LEVEL CONTENT 
PHED 1: Opportunities for and the effects of leadin g a healthy and active lifestyle. 
30% of overall A-level grade. 
 
In this module students come to a clear understanding of Applied Exercise Physiology, Skill 
Acquisition and Opportunities for participation. 
 
This module will be assessed with one 2hour exam in June. 
 
PHED 2: Analysis and Evaluation of physical activit y as a performer and/or in an 
adopted role/s.  20% of overall A-level grade. 
In this module candidates perform, analyse and evaluate the execution of core 
skills/techniques in isolation and in structured practice as either a player and in an adopted 
role or two adopted roles.  It may not be possible to study all sports in practical lessons 
therefore it is expected that pupils actively take part in sport in some capacity outside of 
school. 
 
This module is internally assessed with external moderation. 
 
A2 LEVEL CONTENT. 
 
PHED 3: Optimising performance and evaluating conte mporary issues within sport. 
30% of overall A-level grade. 
In this unit Candidates will study, Applied physiology to optimise sports performance, 
Psychological aspects that optimise performance and Evaluating contemporary influences. 
 
This module will be assessed with a 2 hour exam in June. 
 
PHED 4: Optimising practical performance in a compe titive situation.  20% of overall 
A-level grade. 
 
Candidates perform, analyse and evaluate their own performance, identify weaknesses, and 
suggest causes and appropriate corrective measures. 

 
 

AS & A LEVEL PHYSICAL EDUCATION  
 AQA  
 AS PHED1, PHED2  
 A2 PHED3, PHED4  
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This module is assessed with internal assessment with external moderation. 
 
For more information on the content of the modules visit www.aqa.org.uk 
 
 
Career Pathways  
Students with AS or A2 level physical education have access to a wide range of possible 
career and higher education opportunities. Vital skills are gained through the medium of the 
courses, for example the collation of data, interpretation of results, critical analysis of 
themselves and others, and ability to work as part of a team. These skills are in great 
demand and are recognised by employers, universities and colleges as being of great 
value. Physical Education combines with a number of other AS and A2 subjects, taken with 
Sciences such as Biology supports applications to university courses such as Sports 
Science, Physiotherapy, Recreation and Leisure studies. 
 
 
 
  

Student Comments 

A-Level P.E is a huge step up from GCSE. It is more theory based, and is 60% theory and 
only 40% practical, therefore it is imperative that you are able to keep up to date with work 
and are interested with the theory side.  The practical aspect of AS P.E. is assessed 
through two sports or two adopted roles.  
 
At A2 you are only assessed in one area.  It is imperative that you play a sport out of 
school as the opportunities play your chosen sport in school is limited due to the small 
class numbers.  You have 3 teachers at A-Level where as you only have 1 at GCSE, this 
is because the theory element is more in depth and split in to specific sections.  
 
A-Level P.E is challenging but also interesting.  The three topic areas you will study in AS 
P.E. are Physiology, History and Psychology despite it being challenging the course is 
engaging to anyone who wishes to pursue a career in sport.  
 
 
 
Mr S Carter 
Head of PE 
 

AS & A LEVEL PHYSICAL EDUCATION AQA
 AS PHED1, PHED2  
 A2 PHED3, PHED4  
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ENTRY REQUIREMENTS: 5 subjects at C or above at GCSE including BB at GCSE 

Science or B at GCSE Physics. Grade B at GCSE Maths is 
desirable. 

 
AS LEVEL:  FORM OF ASSESSMENT 
 

Component Title Weighting of Marks 
1. Externally marked 

 
Physics in Action 30% of AS,  

15% of A-level 
2. Externally marked Understanding Processes 

and Experimentation and 
Data Handling 

50% of AS,  
25% of A-level 

3. Coursework Physics in Practice  20% of AS,  
10% of A-level 

A2 LEVEL:  FORM OF ASSESSMENT 
 

Component Title Weighting of Marks 
4. Externally marked 
 
 

Rise and Fall of the 
Clockwork Universe 

15% of A-level 

5. Externally marked 
 
 

Field and Particle Pictures 
and Advances in Physics 

25% of A-level 

6. Coursework 
 

Research Physics 10% of A-level 

 
KEY SKILLS COVERED: In both AS and A2 level: Communication, IT, Application of 
Number, Working with Others, Problem Solving, Improving own Learning and Performance 

  
AS LEVEL CONTENT/SKILLS: 
 
There are 2 theory based modules:  
 
1. Physics in Action shows a wide variety of ways in which physics is currently put to use.  
 Communication is about electric circuits, waves as signals, and about images including 

some optics.  
 Designer Materials  introduces properties of materials and how these  are used to make 

new materials. 
 
 
 
 

AS & A LEVEL PHYSICS OCR 
ADVANCING PHYSICS AS H159 
(PHYSICS B) AS H559
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2.  Understanding Processes is organised around different ways of understanding 
processes of change, the focus is on curiosity driven physics.  

 
3.  Waves and Quanta is mainly about superposition phenomena of waves, especially 

electromagnetic waves, with a brief account of the quantum behaviour of photons.  
 
4. Space and Time  develops classical mechanics, including vectors and introduces 

some modern cosmology.  
 

In the examination, in addition to questions on ‘Waves and Quanta’ and ‘Space and Time’, 
there will be questions on Experimenting and Data Analysis based on an article, circulated 
in advance of the examination 

 
Physics in Practice You will be asked to carry out two practical tasks. 
  
Task 1 – Quality of Measurement.  
You will be asked to investigate physical relationships and make inferences from data 
 
Task 2 – Physics in Use.  
You will be asked to carry out research and produce a presentation about the use of a 
material, its properties and structures.  
 
A2 LEVEL CONTENT/SKILLS:  
 
There are 2 theory based modules:- 
 
1. Rise and Fall of the Clockwork Universe Develops the grand conception of the world 

as a ‘mathematical machine’ which transformed western culture.  But we show some of 
its limits too. 

2. Field and Particle Physics introduces the modern picture of fields and particle 
interactions as fundamental mechanisms of nature. In addition we will look at Advances 
in Physics  by looking at a number of case studies.  

 
Researching Physics  This is the coursework module in the A2 course. The student will 
tackle a Practical Investigation and a Research Project on an area of physics of interest 
to the candidate.  
 
Pupils in both years will have access to a student book, CD ROM and Advancing Physics 
website produced for this course. There are also revision materials and answers to past 
examination questions on First Class. 

 
 

AS & A LEVEL PHYSICS OCR 
ADVANCING PHYSICS AS H159 
(PHYSICS B) AS H559  
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Visits  Whenever possible, the curriculum is enriched through visits to scientific businesses 
and research establishments and from visiting experts. In 2009, students visited the 
Diamond Light Synchroton at Harwell and a professional engineer visited the school to 
demonstrate Heat Engines. In 2010, Year 12 and 13 students will be visiting the Large 
Hadron Collider (the largest particle accelerator in the world) at CERN in Geneva. 
 
 
 
CAREER APPLICATIONS: 
A-level Physics is an essential subject for many careers in science, IT, medicine and 
engineering.  It is also valued as a qualification for courses ranging from economics to 
music.  It promotes logical thinking, decision making, IT skills, maths skills and the precise 
communication of ideas. 
 
 

Student Comments 

Physics is not as difficult as I thought it would be. I enjoyed doing my coursework projects 
because they were a different way of learning a topic. 
 
I am very happy that I chose Physics. It is a very enjoyable course and includes some 
interesting experiments. The coursework on a Material was fun. There are good quality 
resources and the teachers are very helpful. 
 
Some of the A level Physics course is very different to anything I studied at GCSE. It has 
been interesting and challenging and the teachers and resources have been a great help. 
Although I studied Double Award Science at another school, the transition to A level has 
been smooth and I haven’t felt disadvantaged in any way. 
 
At first I was reluctant to study A level Physics but I will need it for my chosen university 
course. After my first term of A level Physics, I absolutely love the subject- it is one of my 
favourite subjects. The range of interesting topics and enthusiastic teaching have given 
me a love of Physics. 
 
Physics is good. Physics is informative. Physics is interesting. 
 
 

 
 
 
Mrs J Lockwood 
i/c A Level Physics 
 

AS & A LEVEL PHYSICS OCR 
ADVANCING PHYSICS AS H159 
(PHYSICS B) AS H559  
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ENTRY REQUIREMENTS: 5 subjects at ‘C’ or above at GCSE including English and a 

humanities subject.  
 

AS LEVEL:  FORM OF ASSESSMENT 
COMPONENT TITLE WEIGHTING OF MARKS 
1 Externally marked People, Politics, Participation  

1 hour 30 minutes examination 
50% of AS, 25% of A level 

2 Externally marked Governing Modern Britain 
1 hour 30 minutes examination 

50% of AS,  25%of A level 

 

A2 LEVEL:   FORM OF ASSESSMENT 
COMPONENT TITLE WEIGHTING OF MARKS 
3 Externally marked Politics of the USA 

1 hour 30 minutes examination 
50% of A2, 25% of A level 

4 Externally marked Government of the USA 
1 hour 30 minutes examination 

50% of A2, 25% of A level 

 AS level Communication (Level 3); IT (Level3). 
A2 level Communication (Level 3) 

AS LEVEL CONTENT/SKILLS 

Module 1:  People, Politics and Participation 
·  Participation and Voting Behaviour : the nature of participation in the political process; 

participation through the ballot box 
·  Electoral Systems: the role of elections in a democracy; the nature of representation 
·  Politics Parties: the role of political parties in a democracy 
·  Pressure groups and Protest Movements: the importance of pressure groups in political 

communication and policy making in a democracy; 
·  Pressure group behaviour 
 
Module 2:  Governing Modern Britain 
·  The British Constitution: its nature and sources; the Judiciary and its relationship to other 

“powers” of government 
·  Parliament: its role in the UK’s political system; Parliament and government relationships 
·  The Core Executive: relations within the core executive; the prime minister and the 

cabinet system; policy making and implementation 
·  Multi level governance: elected local and devolved government in the UK; the European 

Union. 

AS & A LEVEL POLITICS & GOVERNMENT   
AQA AS 1151  
 A 2151
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Module 3:  The Politics of the USA 
·  The Electoral Process and Direct Democracy 
·  Political Parties 
·  Voting Behaviour 
·  Pressure Groups 
 
Module 4; The Government of the USA 
·  The Constitutional framework of US government 
·  The Legislative branch: Congress 
·  The Executive branch: Presidency and Federal Bureaucracy 
·  The Supreme Court 

 
CAREER APPLICATIONS: 
‘A’ Level Politics is recognised by all universities for entrance purposes.  Recent students 
have gone to Oxford, Bristol, Warwick and other high-ranking institutions.  Politics can be 
studied as a single subject but combines well with other arts and social science subjects 
such as English, History, Economics, Sociology and Psychology.  A degree involving politics 
is useful for any profession requiring skills of presentation, analysis and judgement, such as 
Journalism, Lecturing, Teaching, the Civil Service, Law, Public Relations, Advertising and 
Chartered Accountancy. 

 

Student Comments 

The AS Politics course is thoroughly enjoyable to all those interested in current political 
affairs. Politics is an intellectual subject that will substantially increase student’s knowledge 
of British politics as well as that of the European Union. Class discussion often includes 
intriguing debates during which students can express their views as well as consider the 
views of their peers. The course encourages students to improve their oratory skills by 
participating in events such as Schools Question Time and EU Youth Parliament 
Conferences. All who study politics will undoubtedly benefit from acquiring further 
analytical and evaluative skills. Student’s ability to recall, select and deploy relevant 
information will also be enhanced. Politics is compatible with all other humanities subjects 
such as History, but easily compliments other areas of study. Possible career prospects 
for those studying politics include any profession requiring analytical and decision-making 
skills e.g. Law, Journalism and Public Relations. 
 

 
 
Mr D Darwood 
Head of Politics  

AS & A LEVEL POLITICS & GOVERNMENT  
 AQA AS 1151 
 A 2151
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ENTRY REQUIREMENTS: 5 subjects at ‘C’ or above at GCSE including English 

and Maths 
 
Psychology is the scientific study of behaviour and mental processes (the mind). In order to 
understand human behaviour better, psychology sets out to describe, explain, predict and 
(where appropriate) change or control behaviour. A level psychology provides an 
introduction to this very complex subject. It will look at range of contemporary issues, and 
use different psychological explanations. It is an academically demanding subject, and as a 
social science, draws on the different disciplines of both the arts/humanities and the 
sciences. 
 
AS LEVEL CONTENT/SKILLS 
 

Component Title Weighting of 
Marks 

Unit 1. Cognitive 
Psychology 
 
 
Developmental  
Psychology  
 
Research methods   

Looks at models of how the memory 
works, and explores examples of the 
memory at work in everyday life  
 
Looks at the early social development of 
children, focusing on theories of 
attachment. 
 
Provides an introduction to how 
psychologists carry out their research, 
and the strengths, weaknesses and 
ethical issues involved in research 

1 ½ hours written 
paper – 50% of AS 
level, 25% of A 
level 
 

Unit 2. Behavioural 
Psychology 
 
 
Social Psychology 
 
 
 
Individual 
differences 

Looks at stress as a bodily response and 
examines examples of stress in everyday 
life 
 
Looks at social influence, including 
conformity, majority and minority influence 
and studies of obedience 
 
Is the study of psychopathology 
(abnormality) and looks at how 
psychological abnormality is defined and 
explained, and different approaches in 
treating abnormality. 
 

1 ½ hours written 
paper – 50% of AS 
level, 25% of A 
level 
 

AS & A LEVEL PSYCHOLOGY  AQA
 AS 1181  
 A 2181
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A LEVEL CONTENT/SKILLS 
 

Component Title Weighting of 
Marks 

Unit 3. Topics in 
Psychology 

Students will study three topics from the 
following: biological rhythms and sleep 
patterns; perception; relationships; 
aggression; eating behaviour; gender; 
intelligence and learning; cognition and 
development 

1 ½ hours written 
paper – 25% of A 
level 
 

Unit 4. 
Psychopathology 
 
 
Psychology in action 
 
 
Research in 
methods 

Looks at schizophrenia, depression and 
anxiety disorders (phobic disorders or 
obsessive compulsive disorders)  
 
Looks at media psychology, the 
psychology of addictive behaviour and 
anomalistic psychology. 
 
Builds on the work on research methods 
from AS level. 
 

1 ½ hours written 
paper – 25% of A 
level 
 

 
 
CAREER APPLICATIONS 
Psychology is an academic subject and will provide entry onto a range of degree courses, 
both arts/humanities and sciences. The methodology element provides a good grounding 
for any research based degree subject. Psychology will be beneficial for a wide range of 
careers, medicine (including psychiatry), law, social services/policy and also is valued in 
business management. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mr C Marris

AS & A LEVEL PSYCHOLOGY  AQA
 AS 1181
 A 2181
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ENTRY REQUIREMENTS: 5 subjects at ‘C’ or above at GCSE including English 

and Maths 
 
Sociology is the study of society. It focuses on contemporary social processes and social 
change, looking at the key institutions that constitute society. The AS course provides a 
sound introduction to this key social science, looking at the institution of the family and of 
the education system, both of which all students are members in some way. It is an 
academically rigorous subject, and also introduces the methodology of how sociology 
operates as a research subject. As a social science, sociology provides a good link between 
both arts/humanities and the sciences. 
 
AS LEVEL CONTENT/SKILLS 

Component Title Weighting of 
Marks 

Unit 1. Families and 
households 

Looks at the relationship of the family to 
the social structure and social change, 
changing patterns of marriage, 
cohabitation, separation, divorce, child-
bearing, the nature and extent of changes 
within the family, the nature of childhood, 
and changes in birth rates, death rates 
and family size. 

1 hour written 
paper – 40% of AS, 
20% of A level 
 

Unit 2. Education 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sociological 
methods 

Looks at The role and purpose of 
education, educational achievement of 
social groups by social class, gender and 
ethnicity, pupil subcultures, the hidden 
curriculum, organisation of teaching and 
learning, and educational policies 
including selection, comprehensivisation 
and marketisation  
 
Looks at methods of research, research 
design, sources of data, and the 
theoretical, practical and ethical 
considerations that influence choice of 
topic, method(s) and the conduct of 
research. 

2 hours written 
paper – 60% of AS, 
30% of A level 
 

 

AS & A LEVEL SOCIOLOGY AQA 
 AS 1191 
 A 2194 
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A LEVEL CONTENT/SKILLS 

Component Title Weighting of Marks  
Unit 3. Mass 
Media 

looks at the relationship between 
ownership and control of the mass 
media, globalisation and popular 
culture, processes of selection and 
presentation of the news, 
representations of age, social class, 
ethnicity, gender, sexuality and 
disability in contemporary society. 

1 ½ hours written 
paper – 20% of A 
level 
 

Unit 4. Crime and 
deviance 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Theory and 
methods 

Looks at theories of crime, deviance, 
social order and social control, the 
social distribution of crime and 
deviance by age, ethnicity, gender, 
locality and social class, crime control, 
prevention and punishment, and the 
sociological study of suicide. 
 
Builds on the work on sociological 
methods that was introduced in AS 
level. 
 

2 hours written 
paper – 30% of A 
level 
 

 
CAREER APPLICATIONS 
Sociology is an academic subject, and will provide entry to range of degree courses at 
university. The methodology element provides a good grounding for any research based 
degree subject. Sociology is an important subject for a wide range of future careers, 
predominantly those which focus on people skills – social work, teaching, the justice system 
(including the police service and the legal system), journalism, social policy and politics. 
 
 

Student Comments 

Sociology is a really good subject to take for A-level. It is interesting thinking about 
concepts and ideas that maybe you wouldn't have considered before and it opens 
your mind to different perspectives. The topics spark thoughts for debates and such 
which makes class fun. Sociology is an enjoyable subject and teaches you a lot 
about how society works and why.  
 
 
 
Ms M Morris

AS & A LEVEL SOCIOLOGY AQA  
 AS 1191 
 A 21940 

AS & A LEVEL SOCIOLOGY AQA  
 AS 1191 
 A 21940 
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Health and Social Care AS level is a vocational subject which develops skills for those 
interested in future careers in the following three areas- Health, Social Care or Early Years 
Services. It also is the first part of a 2 year A2 course which can lead to university entry in a 
range of other disciplines, mainly health related. 
 
The specification builds on the GCSE syllabus and covers 3 mandatory modules. 
These are: 1. Promoting Quality Care- this is assessed by an external exam  

2. Communication in Care Settings- this is assessed by a student portfolio 
  3. Promoting Good Health- this is assessed by a student portfolio 
 
Content : 
Promoting Quality care - is about understanding what constitutes a high level of service and 
care in any of the three studied settings- Health, Social Care and Early Years Services. The 
module is externally examined and covers attitudes and prejudices in these sectors, the rights 
and responsibilities of service users and providers, how to access services, what are the care 
values and how to ensure safe working in these areas. 
 
Communication in Care Settings - is a portfolio based unit and involves students in personal 
research both within the school environment and in external care settings. It covers the 
following areas- types of communication, factors that support and inhibit communication, the 
skills of communication, advanced theories of communication and the application of all these 
areas in real interaction with service users. 
 
Promoting Good Health - this again is a portfolio based piece of work which involves the 
students investigating and reporting back on how good health can be promoted. It covers 
what is meant by health and well being, how to prevent poor health, by promoting positive 
actions and behaviours and the jobs which support this vital work. It involves a combination of 
research work developing skills in primary and secondary research and the development of a 
portfolio. 

AS LEVEL HEALTH & SOCIAL CARE 
Contact:  Altwood  
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Assessment 
 
Component  Weighting of marks 
Promoting Quality Care 33% assessed by external exam 
Communication in Care Settings 33% assessed by student portfolio 
Promoting Good Health 33% assessed by student portfolio 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Entry level requirements 
A minimum of Grade C at GCSE in English plus 4 further GCSE passes at C or above. 
GCSE Health and Social Care is desirable but not essential 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Health and Social Care AS level is a vocational subject which develops skills for those the 
development of a portfolio. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AS LEVEL HEALTH & SOCIAL CARE 
Contact:  Altwood  
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EXAM BOARD: AQA 

 
ENTRY 
REQUIREMENTS: 

5 GCSE passes at grade A* - C with a minimum of grade B in 
the chosen language. 

FORM OF 
ASSESSMENT: 

Modular 

 
 
THE AIMS OF MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES COURSES BEYOND  GCSE ARE: 
 
 

·  To enable students to develop and build on the skills acquired at GCSE 
·  To enhance employment prospects 
·  To facilitate foreign travel 
·  To provide an insight into another culture and society 
·  To provide students with a sound basis for further study 

 
Universities have realised that the skills required to pass AS and A2 in a modern language 
are exactly the skills students will need to cope with Higher Education, no matter which 
course they are taking. This means that they are looking with increasing favour at students 
who are taking a language. The skills include the ability to work independently, to develop 
listening and reading skills, to be confident expressing themselves in speech and in writing 
and to approach with an open mind contemporary issues. 
 
There also are a huge number of degree courses which include an element of modern 
languages e.g. Business Management and this reflects the reality of the global economy. 
 
 
AS LEVEL COURSE 
 
The content of the AS course includes looking at the Media (TV, advertising, communication 
technology), Popular Culture (cinema, music and fashion / trends), Healthy Living / Lifestyles 
(sport, health and well-being, holidays), and Family & Relationships (relationships within the 
family, friendships, marriage / partnerships).   
 
Each of these topics invites you to learn more about the forces and mechanisms in society 
that influence and define us both abroad and in this country.  One aim of the content is that 
you will be able to make comparisons as well as becoming a more reflective individual; this is 
entirely consistent with people who will shortly be adult members of society with all the rights 
and responsibilities this brings. 
 
 

MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES 
FRENCH 
Contact:  Cox Green 
 Newlands  
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A2 LEVEL COURSE 
 
 
For A2 the process continues, with a look at the Environment (pollution, energy, protecting 
the planet), the Multicultural Society (immigration, integration, racism) and Contemporary 
Social Issues (wealth and poverty, law and order, the impact of scientific and technological 
progress) and two    cultural topics, currently the study of a particular area of France, 
Germany or Spain and a period in 20th Century history relevant to that country. 
 
Assessment is via Listening, Reading, Speaking and Writing papers and modules can be 
taken in January and June 
 
 
 

MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES 
FRENCH 
Contact:  Cox Green 
 Newlands  
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Why should students choose your subject?  What care er opportunities are open for 
students to follow? 
 
This is an interesting and relevant subject, which is well regarded by both the more 
established and newer universities.  It combines well with any humanities subject, but also 
works well as a fourth subject for scientists. 
 
Government and Politics opens up careers in the police, journalism, public relations and local 
government. 
 
Describe a typical A Level course in your subject 
 
At AS Level we look at British politics with one paper on participation and one paper on 
government itself. 
 
The A2 Level course covers USA politics with papers on participation and government. 
 
What are the GCSE requirements needed to study your  subject? 
 
Ideally English at grade BB is preferred, but some students succeed with CC. 
 
If History was taken at GCSE, then at least a grade C is required and/or ideally a B or better 
in a subject like Economics or Geography. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS 
Contact:  Desborough  
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Why should students choose your subject?  What care er opportunities are open for 
students to follow? 
 
Also called Earth Science, Geology develops many skills that are in great demand nowadays.  
It is an observational, interpretive science that makes use of almost all other areas of study 
and usefully applies them.  Studying the subject results in a breadth of knowledge that few 
other subjects can match – a fact that does not go unnoticed by admissions tutors.  Because 
of its broad base, people qualified in the subject can and do turn their hand, not only to the 
growing need for natural resource exploration and discovery, but also to a variety of careers 
ranging from accountancy to teaching and dealing with environmental issues. 
 
This A Level has been developed after wide consultation from a variety of organisations 
which includes the British Geological Society as well as many universities and the oil and gas 
industry.  It has been designed to build on knowledge and understanding of GCSE Science 
and no prior knowledge of Geology is required. 
 
Describe a typical A Level course in your subject 
 
Listed below are the four units of work (two at AS and two at A2) that are externally assessed 
through written examinations and the two further units (one at AS and one at A2) that are 
designed to assess your practical skills and are internally graded by your teachers. 
 
AS Global Tectonics  – this unit is concerned with the Earth’s structure which leads to an 
understanding of why earthquakes occur on our planet.  It covers the developments that have 
taken place in our knowledge of continental drift, sea floor spreading and ultimately leads to 
plate tectonics and geological structures such as folds and faults. 
 
AS Rocks – Processes and Products  – the fundamentals of igneous, sedimentary and 
metamorphic rocks are dealt with in this unit; how they are formed and how they are 
classified, leading to an appreciation of the rock cycle. 
 
AS Practical Skills in Geology  – the third mandatory unit for AS level Geology.  This 
comprises school and/or field based work and an evaluative task. 
 
A2 Environmental Geology  – this is a more applied unit covering water and energy 
resources and how they are identified and exploited.  Metallic mineral deposits and 
engineering geology are also investigated. 

GEOLOGY 
Contact:   Desborough  
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A2 Evolution of Life, Earth and Climate  – you will study the natural history of life on Earth 
looking in detail at fossil formation, the morphology of fossils and the adaptation of organisms 
to live in different environments.  The fossil record is considered in detail particularly with 
regard to evidence for evolution and mass extinctions.  Methods of dating and correlating 
rocks are studied along with the interpretation of geological maps.  Finally, the issue of 
climate change is looked at particularly from a geological history perspective. 
 
A2 Practical Skills in Geology 2  – this second school based and/or field work task along 
with an evaluative task is the final unit required for a full A Level in Geology. 
 
What are the GCSE requirements needed to study your  subject? 
This is a Science A Level and is accepted as such at universities; therefore you will require at 
least a grade B in GCSE Science.  A minimum of a grade C in English and Mathematics is 
also desirable.  Potential student applications will be considered if these grades are not met 
following individual interviews. 

GEOLOGY 
Contact:   Desborough  
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Why should students choose your subject? 

 
·  Desborough is a Language College with good teaching facilities and multi-media 

resources and links to the wider community. 
·  The teaching staff has a wealth of subject knowledge and experience in A level 

teaching. 
·  We have a consistent track record of excellent A level performance and many of our 

students go on to study a language at University, or to use their language in 
employment. 

·  There are teachers and teaching assistants specialising in each language, who are 
also native speakers. 

·  Class sizes are small and we also timetable regular one-to one tutoring sessions. 
·  We run established exchanges to France and Germany and will start a new exchange 

with Spain in 2010. 
·  Through our contacts network, we can offer work experience placements and 

partnerships with schools, universities and industry in certain European cities. 
 

What career opportunities are open for students to follow? 
 

·  An A level language is often what differentiates you from the rest. 
·  A language enhances employment prospects in every area and will facilitate foreign 

travel and work prospects, particularly in all areas of business, journalism, 
manufacturing, politics, economics or the travel industry – the list is endless! 

·  A language at AS or A2 level is increasingly a university entrance plus point, 
particularly for young men! 

·  Studying a language at AS or A2 level will improve your verbal and written 
communication skills in any language, even your own. 

·  Studying a language at AS or A2 level will boost your confidence and widen your 
knowledge of politics, history and culture. 

 
Describe a typical A level course in your subject. 

 
·  You will continue to study the 4 skills of Listening, Reading, Speaking and Writing, 

and these 4 skills are also examined, with a separate Speaking examination, which is 
recorded and externally marked. 

·  Topics are split into AS (Year 1 of study)  and A2 (Year 2) and are chosen to enable 
you to develop and build on skills acquired at GCSE, to provide relevance and 
interest, a sound basis for further study and an insight into another culture and 
society. 

·  AS topics include Media; Popular Culture, Healthy Living and Lifestyle and 
Family/Relationships. 

 

MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES 
SPANISH 
Contact:   Desborough  
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·  At A2, you will study 2 cultural topics in more depth (an aspect of Film, Literature, 
History, Politics) plus 3 others, including 
�  ENVIRONMENT - Pollution/Energy 
�  MULTICULTURAL SOCIETY -Immigration/Integration/Racism 
�  CONTEMPORARY SOCIAL ISSUES  
 (Wealth and Poverty/Law and Order/Science and Technology) 

 
·  There are two examinations at AS and two at A2: 

�  Unit 1 AS: Listening, Reading and Writing – 2 hour examination  
�  Unit 2 AS: Speaking (Stimulus card and presentation)– 35 minutes, including 20 

minute preparation 
�  Unit 3 A2: Listening, Reading and Writing - 2½ hour examination  
�  Unit 4 A2 Speaking: As AS, but the conversation will be related to the cultural 

topics studied 
 

What are the GCSE requirements needed to study your  subject? 
 

·  An A grade at GCSE (a B may be considered) 
 
PLUS – you should have…  
 

·  Enthusiasm for the subject 
·  Confidence and a sense of humour 
·  An international view on life 
·  A willingness to read, listen and learn  
·  An ability to work independently 

 
 
 

MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES 
SPANISH  
Contact:   Desborough  
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ENTRY REQUIREMENTS: 5 subjects at ‘C’ or above at GCSE including English 

and Maths 
 
Sociology is the study of society. It focuses on contemporary social processes and social 
change, looking at the key institutions that constitute society. The AS course provides a 
sound introduction to this key social science, looking at the institution of the family and of 
the education system, both of which all students are members in some way. It is an 
academically rigorous subject, and also introduces the methodology of how sociology 
operates as a research subject. As a social science, sociology provides a good link between 
both arts/humanities and the sciences. 
 
AS LEVEL CONTENT/SKILLS 

Component Title Weighting of 
Marks 

Unit 1. Families and 
households 

Looks at the relationship of the family to 
the social structure and social change, 
changing patterns of marriage, 
cohabitation, separation, divorce, child-
bearing, the nature and extent of changes 
within the family, the nature of childhood, 
and changes in birth rates, death rates 
and family size. 

1 hour written 
paper – 40% of AS, 
20% of A level 
 

Unit 2. Education 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sociological 
methods 

Looks at The role and purpose of 
education, educational achievement of 
social groups by social class, gender and 
ethnicity, pupil subcultures, the hidden 
curriculum, organisation of teaching and 
learning, and educational policies 
including selection, comprehensivisation 
and marketisation  
 
Looks at methods of research, research 
design, sources of data, and the 
theoretical, practical and ethical 
considerations that influence choice of 
topic, method(s) and the conduct of 
research. 

2 hours written 
paper – 60% of AS, 
30% of A level 
 

 

AS & A LEVEL SOCIOLOGY AQA  
 AS 1191 
 A 21940 
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A LEVEL CONTENT/SKILLS 

Component Title Weighting of 
Marks 

Unit 3. Mass Media looks at the relationship between 
ownership and control of the mass media, 
globalisation and popular culture, 
processes of selection and presentation of 
the news, representations of age, social 
class, ethnicity, gender, sexuality and 
disability in contemporary society. 

1 ½ hours written 
paper – 20% of A 
level 
 

Unit 4. Crime and 
deviance 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Theory and 
methods 

Looks at theories of crime, deviance, 
social order and social control, the social 
distribution of crime and deviance by age, 
ethnicity, gender, locality and social class, 
crime control, prevention and punishment, 
and the sociological study of suicide. 
 
Builds on the work on sociological 
methods that was introduced in AS level. 
 

2 hours written 
paper – 30% of A 
level 
 

 
 
CAREER APPLICATIONS 
Sociology is an academic subject, and will provide entry to range of degree courses at 
university. The methodology element provides a good grounding for any research based 
degree subject. Sociology is an important subject for a wide range of future careers, 
predominantly those which focus on people skills – social work, teaching, the justice system 
(including the police service and the legal system), journalism, social policy and politics. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ms M Morris  
 

AS & A LEVEL SOCIOLOGY AQA  
 AS 1191 
 A 21940 
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ENTRY REQUIREMENTS: GCSE in the respective language at Grade B or above. 
 
AS LEVEL:  FORM OF ASSESSMENT 
 
YEAR 12, FIRST YEAR. 
 
COMPONENT LENGTH WEIGHTING OF 

MARKS 
1. Listening, Reading and writing 2  hours  70% AS   35% 

A2 
2  Speaking test 35 minutes (including 20 

minutes preparation time) 
30% AS  15% 
A2 

A2 LEVEL: FORM OF ASSESSMENT 
YEAR 13, SECOND YEAR  
 
COMPONENT LENGTH WEIGHTING OF 

MARKS 
3. Listening, reading and writing 2 hours 30 minutes 35% 
4. Speaking test 35 minutes (including 20 

minutes preparation time) 
15% 

 
KEY SKILLS COVERED: Opportunities can be provided f or : 

·  Information Technology 
·  Improving own learning and performance 
·  Working with others 
·  Communication 

ASSESSMENT STRUCTURE 
 
AS: Units 1 and 2 are taken at the end of the first year  
 
A2: Units 3 and 4 are taken at the end of the second year.  
 

MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES 
GERMAN  
Contact:   Furze Platt 



80 

 

 

 

 

 

AS LEVEL CONTENT/SKILLS  
Generally students should explore and develop an understanding of the contemporary 
society, cultural background and heritage of one or more of the countries or communities 
whose language is being studied; listen and respond to a variety of authentic spoken 
sources; read and respond to a variety of written texts from authentic sources; demonstrate 
flexibility when communicating both in speech and in writing. Use appropriate registers in 
both spoken and written communication; manipulate the foreign language accurately to 
organise facts and ideas, present explanations, options and information in both speech and 
writing; understand and apply grammatical system and a range of structures; transfer 
meaning from the foreign language into English, and vice versa. Topics covered are Media, 
Popular Culture, Lifestyle choices, Relationships 
 

A LEVEL CONTENT/SKILLS 
In addition to AS requirements, Advanced GCE students should study in greater depth 
aspects of the contemporary society, cultural background and heritage of one or more of the 
countries or communities whose language is being studied, demonstrating a higher level of 
critical awareness; use the foreign language to analyse, hypothesise, evaluate, argue a 
case, justify, persuade, rebut, develop arguments and present viewpoints, in speech and in 
writing; demonstrate their capacity for critical thinking, to see relationships between different 
aspects of the subject and to perceive their field of study in a broader context; understand 
and apply a grammatical system and a range of structures and use a wider range of 
vocabulary; transfer meaning from English into the foreign language and vice versa.  Topics 
covered are Environment, The multicultural society and Contemporary social issues. 
Students also choose to do 2 in-depth studies from a range of options, including geography, 
history, literature and the arts. 
 
CAREERS APPLICATIONS 
Employers and universities are increasingly putting greater emphasis on competence in a 
Modern Foreign Language. Many degree courses, from law to engineering, now include a 
(optional) language module and many employers in industry look more favourably on 
candidates with language qualifications, believing that those who have studied languages 
have proved that they are good communicators, are prepared to take risks and have good 
team-working skills. 

MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES 
GERMAN   
Contact:   Furze Platt  
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Student Comments 

 “I chose to do languages because I thought that studying them would help me understand 
the international world and help me get to a good university to do history and/or politics. So 
far so good!”   
 
 “Having enjoyed French and Spanish up to Yr 11, I thought it made sense to continue with 
subjects that not only was I quite good at but would also be a stepping stone to higher 
education” 
 
 “It was a big step from GCSE to AS, but we were ably supported by our teachers who not 
only know their stuff, but who provided a comfortable yet challenging learning environment” 
 
“Spanish is easily one of my favourite subjects; the A level course is much more enjoyable 
than the GCSE, with a heavy emphasis on culture. You watch films, study paintings and 
artists, and learn about the civil war.  So if you liked the GCSE course then you will 
definitely like Spanish A level.” 
 
“Whatever else you study in the sixth form, you’ll probably touch on it in languages!” 
 
Si encanta Espanol, esta A level cursillo de Espanol en la cursillo correcto para ti.  
Es tan util para el futuro, con cosas como trabajos y hablando en vacaciones en general. 
 
Si esta interesado en espanol, y esta curso, hay muchos opertunidades con esta. 
Aprenderas casas nuevas como culturas, tipos de musicas etc, por peliculas, textos, artes, 
y musicas. Suerte con tu seleccion. 
 
Si le gustarias estudiar, este curso es Ileno de oporutunidades para apreder atraves de el 
cine, el atre y la litratura. 
 

  
 
 
 

MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES 
GERMAN  
Contact:   Furze Platt 
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Students will be given the opportunity to develop and solve a problem relating to food design 
and making. They will gain an understanding of industrial and commercial practices within the 
area of Food Technology. The practical problem solving process in this course will encourage 
independent learning, creativity and innovation.  
 
Course Content - The department follows the AQA syllabus.  
Year 12 (AS) 
Unit 1: Materials, Components and Application; Macro and micro nutrients, Dietary 
planning, health promotion, Social factors, Dietary needs of individuals, Food additives, 
Environmental factors influencing food choices, Mass media, Issues affecting the design of 
new food products, food labelling and nutritional information, Health and Safety, hygiene. 
THIS IS EXAMINED VIA A 2H WRITTEN EXAM (50% OF AS / 25% OF A2) 
Unit 2: Learning Through Designing and Making; students follow a portfolio approach 
working through a variety of projects in a variety of media and materials. THIS IS 
COURSEWORK (50% 0F AS/25% OF A2) 
THE AS IS 50% OF THE A LEVEL  
 
Year 13 (A2) 
Unit 3: Design and Manufacture; The physical and chemical structures of the macro 
nutrients, Working characteristics of food, Nutritional composition of food, Manipulating and 
combining food materials, Microorganisms and enzymes, Design in practice, Preservation 
methods, quality assurance and quality control, Legislation, Systems and control. EXAMINED 
VIA A 2H WRITTEN EXAM (25% OF A2 QUALIFICATION) 
Unit 4: Design and Making Practice; this is a design and make assignment where 
knowledge of the AS and A2 subject content is applied to the design and manufacture of 
students’ own projects THIS IS COURSEWORK (25% OF A2)  
 
Style of Learning 
A Level Food encompasses all learning styles. In order to succeed, students need to be 
committed and demonstrate an interest in the world of food and food production. This is a 
demanding course, from both the practical point of view as well as the theoretical side of the 
subject. 
 
Entry Requirements 
Students require at least a grade C for GCSE D&T: Food, along with the necessary work 
ethic and time commitment.  
 
Career Opportunities 
Further Education: BTEC National Diplomas 
Higher Education: product design degree courses 
Careers: food nutritionists, Home Economists, Food Science, marketing and retailing, tourism 
management, secondary teachers, health sciences, consumer studies and marketing, 
nutrition/dietetics, nutrition, nutrition and food science, microbiology 
 
Staff Contacts: NEWLANDS GIRLS’ SCHOOL: Mrs L Tarrant , Miss W Bennett 

AS/A LEVEL FOOD TECHNOLOGY 
Contact:  Newlands  
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Further Mathematics qualifications are highly regarded and are strongly welcomed by 
universities. Students who take Further Mathematics are really demonstrating a strong 
commitment to their studies, as well as learning mathematics that is very useful for any 
maths-rich degree. AS Further Mathematics introduces new topics such as matrices and 
complex numbers that are vital in many mathematics-rich degrees. Students who have 
studied Further Mathematics find the transition to such degrees far more straightforward.  
Studying Further Mathematics also boosts students’ performance in AS/A-level 
Mathematics. 

At Newlands we follow the OCR course which involves three modules from a mixture of 
pure and applied topics. Girls will be required to take the exam for one module in January 
with the other two exams in the summer. 
 
Teaching and learning takes place in a variety of ways ranging from traditional methods that 
are largely dependent on teacher input to independent study and the use of technological 
aids such as graphic calculators and computers. 
 
Entry Requirements 
The minimum entry requirement for AS Further Maths is a C grade at GCSE. It is also 
advisable that you take AS Mathematics. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AS FURTHER MATHS 
Contact:  Newlands  
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NAME…………………………………………........TUTOR GROUP…….............. 
 
ADDRESS……………………………………………………………….................... 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
TELEPHONE………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
SCHOOL (if not Furze Platt)………………………………………………………… 
 
INITIALS OF PARENT/GUARDIAN………………………………………………… 
 

SUBJECT MOCK EXAM 
RESULT/GRADE 

PREDICTED 
GRADE 

SIGNED 
(Subject Teacher)  

1. English Language    
2. English Literature    
3. Mathematics    
4. Sciences    
5.    
6.    
7.    
8.    
9.    
10.    
11.    
12.    

 
PROPOSED SUBJECTS 

 

SUBJECT AND LEVEL MINIMUM GRADE 
REQUIRED 

RECOMMENDED BY 
(HEAD OF DEPARTMENT) 

1.   
2.   
3.   
4.   

RESERVE SUBJECTS 
1.   
2.   
 
Agreement with Dress Code (please sign)………………………………………………… 
 
Intended Career (if known)…………………………………………………………………. 
 
Interviewer’s Comments…………………………………………………………………... 
 

APPLICATION FOR SIXTH FORM  
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A provisional option grid will be composed from the  collective preferences expressed 
on these forms.  It is in everyone’s interest to re ply by the date given. Please consider 
your chosen subjects carefully, and indicate TWO re serve subjects in case of a clash 
on the provisional Option Scheme 
 
PLEASE REPLY BY THURSDAY 11 th February, 2010 
 
PLEASE ATTACH THE COMPLETED YELLOW APPLICATION FORM  TO THIS REPLY 
LETTER.  THE APPLICATION FORM CAN BE FOUND IN THE B ACK OF THE 
PROSPECTUS.  INTERVIEWS CANNOT BE CONDUCTED WITHOUT THE APPLICATION 
FORM. 
� ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
TO: Mrs Wrenn, Sixth Form administrator, at school reception  
 
RE: Sixth Form Interviews 
 
NAME ...................................................................................................................  
 
FORM ...................................................................................................................  
 
TELEPHONE NUMBER ........................................................................................  
 
ADDRESS and SCHOOL (if not a Furze Platt student): 
 
...............................................................................................................................  
 
...............................................................................................................................  
 
...............................................................................................................................  
 
Subjects preferred:  
 
1 ............................................................................................................................  
 
2 ............................................................................................................................  
 
3 ............................................................................................................................  
 
4 ............................................................................................................................  
 
Reserve subjects:  (NB Do not include General Studies) 
 
1 ............................................................................................................................  
 
2 ............................................................................................................................  
Interviews (time and place) will be notified via th e registers or by letter for new 
students.

INTERVIEWS FOR SIXTH FORM 
FEBRUARY – MARCH 2010 
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FURZE PLATT SENIOR SCHOOL 
 

SIXTH FORM APPLICATIONS, 2010 
 

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thursday 11th February:  Deadline for applications to reach Reception. 
Responses will form the basis of the Option 
Scheme. 

 
Monday 22nd February: Provisional Option Scheme ready 
 
 
February / March: Interviews 
 
 
April / May: Offers confirmed by letter 
 
 
Tuesday 24th August: GCSE results day 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 


